
Results
The “Playing With Fire” series prompted swift action  

from lawmakers, regulators and manufacturers.

Gov. Jerry Brown announced the state would scrap the 
rule responsible for flame retardants’ presence in furniture 
nationwide. The new rule — the de facto national standard 
— is expected to take effect this summer. It will make flame 
retardants unnecessary in furniture and many baby products 
sold nationwide for the first time since 1975.

State of 
California

The Environmental Protection Agency announced it would 
conduct a broad investigation of flame retardants, and, in 
response to Tribune-sponsored lab testing, the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission said it would test babies’ 
exposure to flame retardants from crib mattresses.

Federal 
regulators

After the Tribune revealed Citizens for Fire Safety was 
a front group for manufacturers of flame retardants, the 
industry shut down the group. The Tribune also showed 
how the group’s star witness, burn surgeon David Heimbach, 
testified about fatally burned babies who did not exist. In 
response, the University of Washington, where Heimbach 
taught for years, admonished him for his testimony.

Citizens for 
Fire Safety

Facing a tougher regulatory climate, the two largest manu-
facturers of a flame retardant linked to cancer  vowed to end 
production. After Tribune testing found significant amounts of 
flame retardants in its products, retailer Wayfair said it would 
stop selling Angeles mattresses, popular at child-care centers. 

Industry

The Tribune series prompted two Senate hearings, including 
one in which senators assailed executives from the world’s 
largest manufacturers of flame retardants. “Don’t you 
owe people an apology?” California Sen. Barbara Boxer 
asked. Also, a key Senate committee approved toxic reform 
legislation — the first time since 1976 that comprehensive 
changes to the Toxic Substances Control Act made it out of 
committee. Twenty-six senators also sent a letter to the EPA 
asking for quick action.

U.S. Senate

Advocates More than 100 nurses, mothers and cancer survivors 
marched on Capitol Hill for tougher regulations.

State 
lawmakers

Forty-six state legislators from 13 states asked the U.S. Senate 
to act. Twenty-one legislators sent a similar letter to the 
industry’s leading trade group. 



Calls for reform
Playing With Fire inspired columnists and editorial boards around the nation to 
press for new laws and regulations that would better protect Americans from ex-
posure to unnecessary toxic chemicals. Nicholas Kristof of The New York Times 
called for broad reforms: “The lesson is that we need not only safer couches but also 
a political system less distorted by toxic money.”

n Bloomberg’s 
editorial board pushed 
for changes at the EPA: 
“The agency’s inad-
equate oversight of flame 
retardants, as revealed in 
a recent series of articles 
in the Chicago Tribune, 
illustrates the perils of 
weak federal rules.” 

n “Now that the 
Tribune’s credible report 
has laid out the facts, 
California can’t ignore 
them,” the San Jose 
Mercury News edito-
rial board wrote in urg-
ing lawmakers to update 
fire-safety standards. 

n Citing the Tribune’s 
“devastating piece of in-
vestigative reporting,”  
Newsday editorial 
board member Bob 
Keeler urged lawmak-
ers in his state to ban the 
sale of children’s prod-
ucts containing a popular 
flame retardant. 



n Columbia 
Journalism Review: 
“The Trib’s series is 
a devastating piece 
of muckraking that 
shows how the chemi-
cal industry misleads 
lawmakers and the 
public to protect a cash 
cow.… The paper hits 
the chemical industry 
and the folks on its 
payroll hard, comes to 
a clear conclusion, and 
uses pointed language 
that amplifies the im-
pact.… It doesn’t futz 
around with he said/
she said. It just out 
and out says that flame 
retardant in house-
hold products ‘doesn’t 
work.’ The paper calls 
it like it sees it and 
makes a convincing 
case that it has it right.”

Reach and reaction
“Playing With Fire” made an impression far beyond the Tribune’s Chicago-area 
readership. Blogs singled it out for praise, with Columbia Journalism Review’s Ryan 
Chittum concluding “this is how newspaper journalism ought to be done.”

n Norman Lear used 
the series to skewer 
chemical executives 
in a Huffington Post 
satirical piece.  
“These charges have 
to be hogwash! Just 
another cheap shot 
against Big Business.”



Reach  
and 
reaction

n Boing Boing: 
“The Tribune has also 
done a very good job  
of documenting both 
the existence and 
history of a pattern 
of corporate lies and 
manipulation.”

n The Atlantic: “For 
us, the article hit the 
sweet spot of essential 
public service that also 
provides for a read as 
entertaining as a Law 
& Order episode.”

n Knight Science 
Journalism: The sto-
ries “provide one of the 
best (albeit depress-
ing) looks at the way 
industry manipulates 
our understanding of 
scientific research.”



Reach and reaction
Newspapers in 16 states republished parts of the series in their print or online  
editions; The Oregonian, for instance, ran the first four parts on the front page. 

This ad — created by advocates 
— ran in Politico: “Last month the 
Chicago Tribune exposed a decades-
long campaign of deception spon-
sored by the chemical manufactur-
ers, including lying about science 
and creating front groups to attack 
their opponents. Sound familar? It’s 
the playbook of Big Tobacco.” 



Citizens for Fire Safety Institute 
shuts down

Shortly after the Tribune series was published,  
the chemical industry closed the group and its website (cffsi.org).



Reader response
Readers from across the country sent notes of gratitude to the Tribune.  

Among them were doctors, researchers and professors who praised  
the thoroughness of the reporting.  

Congratulations on a stunning piece of journalism. I was outraged in just the first 
five paragraphs. Think of the number of people that will be touched and affected by 
your work.
— Chris Taschler Hegg

You’ve done a tremendous justice for us all.
— Carol Rosskam, Needham, Mass.
 
This should be a journalism school standard case study of what investigative jour-
nalism is all about.
— Lewis R. Elin, Chicago, Ill.
 
Democracy depends upon deep, intellectually serious journalism.  Thank you for 
your fine work today.
— Catherine M. Wallace, Ph.D.
 
The Tribune will definitely will make a difference in millions of lives.
— Paul Laudick
 
Your story demonstrates why we need newspapers and newspaper reporters doing 
what they do best — raking muck.
— Rollin Olson
 
The best print investigative reporting I have seen in a long while.
— Adele Simmons, former president of the MacArthur Foundation and former Boston 
Globe board member
  
If you people keep this type of reporting up, we might see an increase in newspaper 
readership.
— Donald McLaren
  
You could all be responsible for healthier people and even saving lives.
— Anne Wisniewski,  Smithsburg, Md.
  
Thank you for the outstanding series. It is great journalism that is unfortunately 
rare these days.
— Jeff Mark
  
This is the kind of muckraking article that makes my subscription worthwhile.
— Mad Bjerre
  
Keep up the fine work exposing such deception on the American public.
— John Wallace, Mill Valley, Calif.
  



I had absolutely no idea that fire retardants were a sham.  Thank you so much for 
bringing this to our attention.
— Marlene Grossman
  
The investigative series on flame retardants is extraordinary.
— John Peterson Myers, Ph.D., Carnegie Mellon University

Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! The investigative journalism by Tribune reporters Sam Roe 
and Patricia Callahan is the best I have ever read.
— Thomas A. Braun, founder, N2E Health Education Foundation
 
A great series! It is about time that we see old-time, dig-out-the-facts kind of jour-
nalism.  I’m getting a subscription to the Chicago Tribune.
— Dushan Lipensky
 
I am a scientist fiercely concerned about the danger of fire retardants. Thanks for 
your excellent investigative reporting.
— David Epel, professor emeritus of biological and marine sciences, Hopkins Marine 
Station, Stanford University
 
I live in central Pennsylvania and my local daily recently picked up your series on flame 
retardants, and I just wanted to compliment you on your excellent reporting and writ-
ing. Great work, and I wanted you to know it is even making it out to the boonies.
— Angela Sommers
 
I read your story today with great enthusiasm. The description of the California lob-
bying abuse is extraordinary. The steps and tools of this particular special interest 
group is an education in dark politics.
— Jim Conway 
 
I just wanted to tell you how much I am enjoying your articles. It is fascinating, sick-
ening and scary.
— Tim Fahey

Thank you for your wonderful article on flame retardants.  This was quite eye-
opening. You really did your homework and followed the money and corruption.
— Jeremy Youse, MD, Champaign, Ill.
 
That is not an easy story to come to grips with or explain concisely, and you did both 
quite well. Lawyers like me can learn from good reporters.
— Gary DiMuzio
 
Excellent articles explaining the issues in an exciting way.
— Peter Orris, MD, University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health
 
I commend you on the above-mentioned article in the Chicago Tribune. For our 
world to become more sustainable, indeed, we need such investigative reporting.
— Hugo Skoppek, The Netherlands
 
This is one of the most thorough coverage of an issue that I have seen in all my years 
of consuming media coverage.  It is simply an astounding review of what, at least to 
me, has been a story largely hidden from view.
— Ron Gafron, Hoffman Estates, Ill.



chicagotribune.com/flames
The Tribune’s website featured original documents and testimony cited  

in the series as well as videos of the reporters discussing the findings.
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In New York state, lawmakers
are moving to ban a cancer-
causing flame retardant fromchil-

dren’s products.
At the U.S. Capitol, more than

100 nurses, mothers and cancer
survivors marched for tougher
federal regulation of the chemi-
cals. And in Washington state,
environmental groups are calling
for a crackdown on a popular

flame retardant.
Since the Tribune published its

“Playing With Fire” series, mo-
mentum has been building for
stricter oversight of flame retar-
dants and other toxic chemicals.

The newspaper’s investigation
documented a deceptive cam-
paign by industry that distorted
science, created a phony con-
sumer watchdog group to stoke
the fear of fire and organized an
association of top fire officials to

advocate for greater use of flame
retardants in furniture and elec-
tronics.

Promoted as lifesavers, flame
retardants added to furniture
cushions actually provide no
meaningful protection from fires,
according to federal researchers
and independent scientists. Some
of themostwidely used chemicals
are linked to cancer, neurological
deficits, developmental problems
and impaired fertility.

“Your series was an eye-open-
er,” said Joseph Erdman, legisla-
tive director for the New York
Senate Committee on Environ-
mental Conservation. “We hope
other people around the state and
nation read it.”

The committee has revived
legislation targeting a chemical
known as chlorinated tris, or
TDCPP, that was voluntarily tak-

Findings spur calls to action
TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE PLAYING WITH FIRE

Tribune series prompts lawmakers,
activists to target flame retardants
ByMichael Hawthorne,
Sam Roe and
Patricia Callahan
Tribune reporters
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Eventually, he will be bed-
ridden, trapped inside a failing
body.

“After Ethan was diagnosed,

people would say to us, ‘Don’t
worry, they’ll find a cure,’ ”
Tkalec said. “And I’d say, ‘You
don’t understand ... there is no

‘they.’We are the ‘they.’ ”
Withso fewafflictedwith the

disease, pharmaceutical and
biotech companies have little
financial incentive tostudy it.So
parents such as Tkalec and
others have taken it upon them-
selves to recruit scientists, un-
derwrite clinical trials and raise
money and awareness.

So far, they have funneled
thousands of dollars to a few
select scientists, including to a
cellular biologist at Northwest-
ern University’s Feinberg
School of Medicine, to acceler-
ate the glacial pace of biomedi-
cal research in time to rescue
their children. In essence,
they’ve hired their own person-
al research team.

When it comes to advocating
againsther8-year-oldson’sseri-
ous illness, Gelse Tkalec is on a
much lonelier path than those
strewn with pink ribbons and
yellowbracelets.

There are only 25 to 30
children worldwide known to
have giant axonal neuropathy,
or GAN, the disease that afflicts
her son, Ethan.

The disease damages the
nerve pathways that carry sig-
nals to the brain and from the
brain to the muscles, claiming
most victims by early adult-
hood. The suburban Riverside
boy must use a wheelchair, has
difficulty swallowing and will
get a feeding tube next month.

Gelse Tkalec plays with her son Ethan, 8, before his pool therapy. “After Ethan was diagnosed, people would say to us, ‘Don’t worry, they’ll
find a cure,’ ” his mother said. “And I’d say, ‘You don’t understand ... there is no ‘they.’ We are the ‘they.’ ”

NANCY STONE/TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Rare disease, rare dedication

So few kids have giant axonal neuropathy that a therapy isn’t
researched, leaving the patients’ parents to hire their own scientists

Ethan, one of about 30 kids with the disorder, and physical thera-
pist assistant Tami Wieringa blow plastic eyeballs across the pool.

By BonnieMiller Rubin
Tribune reporter
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AMMAN, Jordan — The
United Nations’ atomic watch-
dog agency announced Tues-
day that it is close to a deal
giving inspectors access to
someof Iran’sdisputednuclear
sites, providing a dose of opti-
mism as diplomats prepared
fornew talks to overcome their
standoff with the Islamic Re-
public.

YukiyaAmano,directorgen-
eral of the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency, said he
expected to sign a deal with
Iran “quite soon.” He spoke to
reporters in Vienna after re-
turning fromTehran—the first
time Iranian officials had been
willing to meet with him in
their capital since he became
head of the agency in 2009.

Amano, who has pressed
hard for Iran to provide better
access to its nuclear sites and
personnel, told reporters he
considered the deal to be “an
important development,” ac-
cording to a transcript released
by the agency.

Thenewscameasdiplomats
from the U.N., the United
States and five other major
powers prepared to meet this
week in Baghdad with Iranian
officials for negotiations over
Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

Taken together, the devel-
opments appeared to ratchet
down tensions over the Iranian
nuclear situation.

For months, talk of war has
dominated discussions about
Iran.Tehran insists itsprogram
is strictly for peaceful pur-
poses, but officials in the U.S.,
Israel and some European
countries suspect Iran is trying
to build a nuclear weapon.
Israeli officials have strongly
suggested they might bomb
Iranian nuclear sites if they
believed theIranianeffortshad

Iran, U.N.
nuclear
deal may
be ‘soon’
Watchdog expects
inspections to resume;
U.S., Israel have doubts
By Paul Richter
TribuneWashington Bureau
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April home sales in theChicago areawere up19 percent froma
year earlier, according to a report releasedTuesday that raised
optimism for the local housingmarket.Business

Report shows jump in local home sales

Instead of squeezing police pay, elected officials need to put their
own skin in the game. The cops put their skin out there over the
weekend and they delivered, JohnKasswrites.Page 2

Praise for NATO duty, but will it last?

In his first visit toChicago, Presi-
dent BronislawKomorowskimet
with local politicians and resi-
dents to boost economic, cultural
ties.Chicagoland, Page 5

Polish president gets
to know Chicago

ANorthwestern study shows
how the brain changes after
therapy to overcome fears—
including being afraid of
tarantulas. Page 8

YOU CAN’T
TOUCH THIS?

Packers receiver Donald Driver wins ‘Dancing With the Stars’ A+E, Page 2
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both Democrats and Republicans
in Congress to create a feasible
science-based solution that will
give consumers confidence that
chemicals are being used safely

en out of children’s pajamas more
than three decades ago after
studies found it could cause can-
cer. Recent tests have found that
chlorinated tris now is commonly
added to strollers, highchairs,
rockers, diaper-changing pads
and other baby products.

The bill, which must clear
another committee before the full
Senateconsiders sending it toGov.
Andrew Cuomo, would prohibit
companies from selling children’s
products containing chlorinated
tris as ofDecember 2014. If signed
into law, it couldpressure retailers
to keep the products off store
shelves nationwide, as they did
amid public outcry about plastic
baby bottlesmadewith hormone-
disrupting bisphenol A.

NewYork’s legislation is part of
a wider battle being waged in
statehouses and Congress over
chemicals that industry is fiercely
trying to protect amid growing
concerns about their effects on
people andwildlife.

States areacting inpartbecause
the federal Toxic SubstancesCon-
trolActgives thegovernment little
power to assess or limit dangers
from the scores of chemicals
added to furniture, electronics,
toys, cosmetics and household
products. Even when health risks
are identified, the federal law
makes it practically impossible to
ban chemicals.

For example, because chlori-
nated tris wasn’t formally banned
in the late 1970s, chemical compa-
nies can legally use it in other
consumer products without in-
forming government officials or
the public. It has become one of
the most widely used flame retar-
dants in household furniture.

Critics say the most effective
solution is a sweeping overhaul of
the federal chemical law, which
hasn’t been updated since 1976.

The mothers and nurses who
rallied Tuesday on Capitol Hill
called on lawmakers to back the
Safe Chemicals Act, a bill spon-
sored by Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
D-N.J., that would give the U.S.
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
more authority to regulate chemi-
cals and require manufacturers to
prove their products are safe
before putting them on the mar-
ket.

Lautenberg’s bill, co-sponsored
by U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, of
Illinois, remainsmired in a Senate
committee amid strong anti-EPA
sentiment from Republican law-
makers.

“Toxic chemicals are every-
where,” said Jessica Burroughs,
40, of Durham, N.C., who led her
6-year-old son around the Capitol
to meet with lawmakers. “I ask,
why is the government not pro-
tecting us?”

Atanewsconferenceorganized
bySaferChemicals,HealthyFami-
lies, a coalition of environmental
and health groups, Hannah Pin-
gree, the 35-year-old former
speaker of the Maine House of
Representatives, told the protest-
ers about her experience in secur-
ing a ban on certain flame retar-
dants in her state.

“InMainewe came face to face
with the same lobbyists and sham
tactics from the chemical industry
that were just exposed in the
Chicago Tribune,” said Pingree,
four months pregnant with her
secondchild. “ButMaine isasmall
state with limited resources, and
whilewehopedouractionswould
protect kids, we knew that Wash-
ington needed to act to really fix
this problem.”

The American Chemistry
Council, the chief trade group for
the chemical industry, says it
prefers revising the federal law to
dealing with a patchwork of state
regulations. But it strongly op-
poses the Lautenberg bill and has
rejected requests from Demo-
cratic senators to suggest changes.

“Wewill continue toworkwith

and foster innovation and job
creation in theU.S,” the group said
Tuesday in a statement.

At the state level, the chief
opponent of legislation restricting

the use of flame retardants is the
Citizens for Fire Safety Institute, a
group that has billed itself as “a
coalitionof fireprofessionals, edu-
cators, community activists, burn
centers, doctors, fire departments
and industry leaders.”

Butas theTribunereported, the
organization is actually a front
group for the three largestmakers
of flame retardants, Albemarle
Corp., Chemtura Corp. and ICL
Industrial Products.

Since then, Citizens for Fire
Safety has changed its website to
acknowledge that it is a trade
group fundedby those companies.
Quotes on the site from two
physicians who spoke favorably
about flame retardants and the

group’s commitment to saving
lives alsowere deleted.

The chemical industry says
chlorinated tris is safe asused, and
Citizens forFire Safety thwarted a
proposed ban inWashington state
this spring. But in response to the
Tribune series, activists are asking
the state’s Department of Ecology
to add the flame retardant to its
list of chemicals “of high concern
to children,” whichwould require
manufacturers of children’s prod-
ucts to disclose their use of the
chemical.

Last year, industry lobbyists
foughtsuccessfully inNewYorkto
stripchlorinated trisoutof legisla-
tion that banned a related chemi-
cal, TCEP, from children’s prod-
ucts. But on the eve of the recent
vote by the New York committee,
copies of the Tribune series were
distributed to senators by Kath-
leen Curtis, a nurse who leads a
group called Clean and Healthy
New York, and AndrewMcGuire,
a burn survivor and advocate. The
bill passed unanimously.

“We said (the series) proves
what we’ve been saying all along,”
Curtis said. “They lie. They buy
testimony. Theymisrepresent sci-
ence. The chemicals don’t work.
They’re unnecessary. They’re
harmful.”

The Safer Chemicals, Healthy
Families group has called on the
American Chemistry Council to
expel the major flame retardant
makers for ethical lapses. In a
letter, theadvocateswrote that the
Tribune series documented prac-
tices“thatcanonlybedescribedas
deeplyunethical, completely lack-
ing in scientific integrity, and
deliberately misleading of policy
makers and the general public.”

A spokeswoman for the indus-
try group said it had received the
letter but declined to comment.

Ian Duncan of the Tribune Wash-
ington bureau contributed.

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

Flame retardant crackdowns sought

More than 100 nurses, mothers, cancer survivors and others gather Tuesday on Capitol Hill before marching for tougher federal regulation of
chemicals. Maine’s former House speaker told demonstrators about her experience in securing a ban on certain flame retardants in her state.
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Continued from Page 1

Melanie Collins, of Falmouth, Maine, takes part in the march, calling on Congress to pass the Safe Chemicals
Act, a bill that would give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency more authority to regulate chemicals.

Bundles of petitions urging U.S. lawmakers to support the Safe Chemi-
cals Act are arranged before the “National Stroller Brigade” march. The
chief trade group for the chemical industry strongly opposes the bill.

Black and Latino toddlers may
have significantly higher levels of
toxic flame retardants in their
bodies than white children, ac-
cording to a new study that
challenges one of industry’s chief
arguments for expanding use of
the chemicals.

The peer-reviewed study, to be
publishedWednesday in the jour-
nal Environmental Health Per-
spectives, found flame retardants
known as polybrominated di-
phenyl ethers, or PBDEs, in the
blood of all 83 children tested. But
black and Latino toddlers had

levels nearly twice as high on
average aswhite children did.

Led by Duke University chem-
ist Heather Stapleton, the re-
searchers also found that levels
were higher in children whose
fathers didn’t have a college edu-
cation, an indicator of lower eco-
nomic status. The children, ages 1
to3,were tested fromMay2009to
November 2010 in North Caroli-
na.

The findings couldhelp shapea
broader debate about flame retar-
dants. When lawmakers in states
across the nation have sought to
ban certain chemicals over health
concerns, an industry front group
has ominously warned that doing
so would result in more deaths
among poor and minority chil-
dren.

Before lawmakers in Washing-
ton state blocked legislation this

spring that would have banned
two toxic flame retardants, the
Citizens for Fire Safety Institute,
fundedbythe three leadingmanu-
facturers of flame retardants, told
community groups that the bill
would “negatively affect minor-
ities in particular.”

“We cannot stand by and let
(environmentalists) drown out
the voices of thosemost at risk for
firedanger:minorities, theelderly,
the infirm and ironically, chil-
dren,” a representative for Citi-
zens for Fire Safety wrote to one
advocate in a January email head-
lined “Minority Fire Safety at
Risk.”

In New York, the president of
the state NAACP decried another
proposed flame retardant ban,
telling the sponsor in a January
letter that his bill “caters to a few
vocal environmentalists at the

expense of the safety of the entire
African-American community.”

Fire death rates in poor, minor-
ity communities are higher than
the national average. But the
Consumer Product Safety Com-
missionnowbelieves the bestway
to prevent furniture fires is to
require upholstery to resist smol-
dering cigarettes. If the fabric
stops a fire from starting, a top
official recently told the Tribune,
there is no reason to keep adding
flame retardants to the foam
underneath.

The study published Wednes-
day also detected PBDEs in all
dust samples collected from the
children’s homes, even though
industry voluntarily took two of
those chemicals off the market
years ago.

Manufacturers stoppedmaking
penta, a PBDE added to furniture

cushions, in 2004 after research-
ers revealed the chemicals were
building up in the blood of babies
and in breast milk around the
world. The chemical has been
linked to developmental and neu-
rological problems in children.

Another PBDE called deca has
been added for years to the hard
plastic casings of TVs and other
electronics. Chemical makers
agreed to voluntarily stop making
it by the end of 2013 after studies
linked it to health problems and
documented how it breaks down
into penta in people’s bodies.

The chemicals remain in many
older household products. Staple-
ton’s best advice to reduce expo-
sure is towashhands often.

The American Chemistry
Council, the industry’s chief trade
group, said it has not seen the
study anddeclined to comment.

Higher fire retardant levels seen in minority kids
Study challenges key
industry argument for
wider use of chemicals
ByMichael Hawthorne
Tribune reporter

Read the PlayingWith Fire
series, see related documents

andwatch video reports.

chicagotribune.com/
flames

“The chemicals
don’t work. They’re
unnecessary.
They’re harmful.”
— Kathleen Curtis, leader,
Clean and Healthy New York
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Findings spur calls to action 
Tribune series prompts lawmakers,  
activists to target flame retardants 
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By Michael Hawthorne, Sam Roe and Patricia Callahan

In New York state, lawmakers are moving to ban a cancer-causing flame retar-
dant from children’s products. 

At the U.S. Capitol, more than 100 nurses, mothers and cancer survivors marched 
for tougher federal regulation of the chemicals. And in Washington state, environ-
mental groups are calling for a crackdown on a popular flame retardant. 

Since the Tribune published its “Playing With Fire” series, momentum has been 
building for stricter oversight of flame retardants and other toxic chemicals. 

The newspaper’s investigation documented a deceptive campaign by industry 
that distorted science, created a phony consumer watchdog group to stoke the fear 
of fire and organized an association of top fire officials to advocate for greater use of 
flame retardants in furniture and electronics. 

Promoted as lifesavers, flame retardants added to furniture cushions actually 
provide no meaningful protection from fires, according to federal researchers and 
independent scientists. Some of the most widely used chemicals are linked to can-
cer, neurological deficits, developmental problems and impaired fertility. 

“Your series was an eye-opener,” said Joseph Erdman, legislative director for 
the New York Senate Committee on Environmental Conservation. “We hope other 
people around the state and nation read it.” 

The committee has revived legislation targeting a chemical known as chlorinat-
ed tris, or TDCPP, that was voluntarily taken out of children’s pajamas more than 
three decades ago after studies found it could cause cancer. Recent tests have found 
that chlorinated tris now is commonly added to strollers, highchairs, rockers, dia-
per-changing pads and other baby products. 

The bill, which must clear another committee before the full Senate considers 
sending it to Gov. Andrew Cuomo, would prohibit companies from selling chil-
dren’s products containing chlorinated tris as of December 2014. If signed into law, 
it could pressure retailers to keep the products off store shelves nationwide, as they 
did amid public outcry about plastic baby bottles made with hormone-disrupting 
bisphenol A. 

New York’s legislation is part of a wider battle being waged in statehouses and 
Congress over chemicals that industry is fiercely trying to protect amid growing 
concerns about their effects on people and wildlife. 

States are acting in part because the federal Toxic Substances Control Act gives the 
government little power to assess or limit dangers from the scores of chemicals added 
to furniture, electronics, toys, cosmetics and household products. Even when health 
risks are identified, the federal law makes it practically impossible to ban chemicals. 

For example, because chlorinated tris wasn’t formally banned in the late 1970s, 
chemical companies can legally use it in other consumer products without inform-
ing government officials or the public. It has become one of the most widely used 
flame retardants in household furniture. 

Critics say the most effective solution is a sweeping overhaul of the federal chem-
ical law, which hasn’t been updated since 1976. 

The mothers and nurses who rallied Tuesday on Capitol Hill called on lawmak-



ers to back the Safe Chemicals Act, a bill sponsored by Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-
N.J., that would give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency more authority to 
regulate chemicals and require manufacturers to prove their products are safe be-
fore putting them on the market. 

Lautenberg’s bill, co-sponsored by U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, of Illinois, remains mired 
in a Senate committee amid strong anti-EPA sentiment from Republican lawmakers. 

“Toxic chemicals are everywhere,” said Jessica Burroughs, 40, of Durham, N.C., 
who led her 6-year-old son around the Capitol to meet with lawmakers. “I ask, why 
is the government not protecting us?” 

At a news conference organized by Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families, a coali-
tion of environmental and health groups, Hannah Pingree, the 35-year-old former 
speaker of the Maine House of Representatives, told the protesters about her expe-
rience in securing a ban on certain flame retardants in her state. 

“In Maine we came face to face with the same lobbyists and sham tactics from 
the chemical industry that were just exposed in the Chicago Tribune,” said Pingree, 
four months pregnant with her second child. “But Maine is a small state with lim-
ited resources, and while we hoped our actions would protect kids, we knew that 
Washington needed to act to really 
fix this problem.” 

The American Chemistry Council, 
the chief trade group for the chemi-
cal industry, says it prefers revis-
ing the federal law to dealing with a 
patchwork of state regulations. But it 
strongly opposes the Lautenberg bill 
and has rejected requests from Dem-
ocratic senators to suggest changes. 

“We will continue to work with 
both Democrats and Republicans in 
Congress to create a feasible science-
based solution that will give consum-
ers confidence that chemicals are be-
ing used safely and foster innovation 
and job creation in the U.S,” the group said Tuesday in a statement. 

At the state level, the chief opponent of legislation restricting the use of flame 
retardants is the Citizens for Fire Safety Institute, a group that has billed itself as “a 
coalition of fire professionals, educators, community activists, burn centers, doc-
tors, fire departments and industry leaders.” 

But as the Tribune reported, the organization is actually a front group for the 
three largest makers of flame retardants, Albemarle Corp., Chemtura Corp. and ICL 
Industrial Products. 

Since then, Citizens for Fire Safety has changed its website to acknowledge that 
it is a trade group funded by those companies. Quotes on the site from two physi-
cians who spoke favorably about flame retardants and the group’s commitment to 
saving lives also were deleted. 

The chemical industry says chlorinated tris is safe as used, and Citizens for Fire 
Safety thwarted a proposed ban in Washington state this spring. But in response to 
the Tribune series, activists are asking the state’s Department of Ecology to add the 
flame retardant to its list of chemicals “of high concern to children,” which would 
require manufacturers of children’s products to disclose their use of the chemical. 

Last year, industry lobbyists fought successfully in New York to strip chlorinated 
tris out of legislation that banned a related chemical, TCEP, from children’s prod-
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More than 100 nurses, mothers, cancer survivors and others 
gather Tuesday on Capitol Hill before marching for tougher 
federal regulation of chemicals. Maine’s former House 
speaker told demonstrators about her experience in secur-
ing a ban on certain flame retardants in her state. 
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both Democrats and Republicans
in Congress to create a feasible
science-based solution that will
give consumers confidence that
chemicals are being used safely

en out of children’s pajamas more
than three decades ago after
studies found it could cause can-
cer. Recent tests have found that
chlorinated tris now is commonly
added to strollers, highchairs,
rockers, diaper-changing pads
and other baby products.

The bill, which must clear
another committee before the full
Senateconsiders sending it toGov.
Andrew Cuomo, would prohibit
companies from selling children’s
products containing chlorinated
tris as ofDecember 2014. If signed
into law, it couldpressure retailers
to keep the products off store
shelves nationwide, as they did
amid public outcry about plastic
baby bottlesmadewith hormone-
disrupting bisphenol A.

NewYork’s legislation is part of
a wider battle being waged in
statehouses and Congress over
chemicals that industry is fiercely
trying to protect amid growing
concerns about their effects on
people andwildlife.

States areacting inpartbecause
the federal Toxic SubstancesCon-
trolActgives thegovernment little
power to assess or limit dangers
from the scores of chemicals
added to furniture, electronics,
toys, cosmetics and household
products. Even when health risks
are identified, the federal law
makes it practically impossible to
ban chemicals.

For example, because chlori-
nated tris wasn’t formally banned
in the late 1970s, chemical compa-
nies can legally use it in other
consumer products without in-
forming government officials or
the public. It has become one of
the most widely used flame retar-
dants in household furniture.

Critics say the most effective
solution is a sweeping overhaul of
the federal chemical law, which
hasn’t been updated since 1976.

The mothers and nurses who
rallied Tuesday on Capitol Hill
called on lawmakers to back the
Safe Chemicals Act, a bill spon-
sored by Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
D-N.J., that would give the U.S.
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
more authority to regulate chemi-
cals and require manufacturers to
prove their products are safe
before putting them on the mar-
ket.

Lautenberg’s bill, co-sponsored
by U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, of
Illinois, remainsmired in a Senate
committee amid strong anti-EPA
sentiment from Republican law-
makers.

“Toxic chemicals are every-
where,” said Jessica Burroughs,
40, of Durham, N.C., who led her
6-year-old son around the Capitol
to meet with lawmakers. “I ask,
why is the government not pro-
tecting us?”

Atanewsconferenceorganized
bySaferChemicals,HealthyFami-
lies, a coalition of environmental
and health groups, Hannah Pin-
gree, the 35-year-old former
speaker of the Maine House of
Representatives, told the protest-
ers about her experience in secur-
ing a ban on certain flame retar-
dants in her state.

“InMainewe came face to face
with the same lobbyists and sham
tactics from the chemical industry
that were just exposed in the
Chicago Tribune,” said Pingree,
four months pregnant with her
secondchild. “ButMaine isasmall
state with limited resources, and
whilewehopedouractionswould
protect kids, we knew that Wash-
ington needed to act to really fix
this problem.”

The American Chemistry
Council, the chief trade group for
the chemical industry, says it
prefers revising the federal law to
dealing with a patchwork of state
regulations. But it strongly op-
poses the Lautenberg bill and has
rejected requests from Demo-
cratic senators to suggest changes.

“Wewill continue toworkwith

and foster innovation and job
creation in theU.S,” the group said
Tuesday in a statement.

At the state level, the chief
opponent of legislation restricting

the use of flame retardants is the
Citizens for Fire Safety Institute, a
group that has billed itself as “a
coalitionof fireprofessionals, edu-
cators, community activists, burn
centers, doctors, fire departments
and industry leaders.”

Butas theTribunereported, the
organization is actually a front
group for the three largestmakers
of flame retardants, Albemarle
Corp., Chemtura Corp. and ICL
Industrial Products.

Since then, Citizens for Fire
Safety has changed its website to
acknowledge that it is a trade
group fundedby those companies.
Quotes on the site from two
physicians who spoke favorably
about flame retardants and the

group’s commitment to saving
lives alsowere deleted.

The chemical industry says
chlorinated tris is safe asused, and
Citizens forFire Safety thwarted a
proposed ban inWashington state
this spring. But in response to the
Tribune series, activists are asking
the state’s Department of Ecology
to add the flame retardant to its
list of chemicals “of high concern
to children,” whichwould require
manufacturers of children’s prod-
ucts to disclose their use of the
chemical.

Last year, industry lobbyists
foughtsuccessfully inNewYorkto
stripchlorinated trisoutof legisla-
tion that banned a related chemi-
cal, TCEP, from children’s prod-
ucts. But on the eve of the recent
vote by the New York committee,
copies of the Tribune series were
distributed to senators by Kath-
leen Curtis, a nurse who leads a
group called Clean and Healthy
New York, and AndrewMcGuire,
a burn survivor and advocate. The
bill passed unanimously.

“We said (the series) proves
what we’ve been saying all along,”
Curtis said. “They lie. They buy
testimony. Theymisrepresent sci-
ence. The chemicals don’t work.
They’re unnecessary. They’re
harmful.”

The Safer Chemicals, Healthy
Families group has called on the
American Chemistry Council to
expel the major flame retardant
makers for ethical lapses. In a
letter, theadvocateswrote that the
Tribune series documented prac-
tices“thatcanonlybedescribedas
deeplyunethical, completely lack-
ing in scientific integrity, and
deliberately misleading of policy
makers and the general public.”

A spokeswoman for the indus-
try group said it had received the
letter but declined to comment.

Ian Duncan of the Tribune Wash-
ington bureau contributed.

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

Flame retardant crackdowns sought

More than 100 nurses, mothers, cancer survivors and others gather Tuesday on Capitol Hill before marching for tougher federal regulation of
chemicals. Maine’s former House speaker told demonstrators about her experience in securing a ban on certain flame retardants in her state.
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Melanie Collins, of Falmouth, Maine, takes part in the march, calling on Congress to pass the Safe Chemicals
Act, a bill that would give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency more authority to regulate chemicals.

Bundles of petitions urging U.S. lawmakers to support the Safe Chemi-
cals Act are arranged before the “National Stroller Brigade” march. The
chief trade group for the chemical industry strongly opposes the bill.

Black and Latino toddlers may
have significantly higher levels of
toxic flame retardants in their
bodies than white children, ac-
cording to a new study that
challenges one of industry’s chief
arguments for expanding use of
the chemicals.

The peer-reviewed study, to be
publishedWednesday in the jour-
nal Environmental Health Per-
spectives, found flame retardants
known as polybrominated di-
phenyl ethers, or PBDEs, in the
blood of all 83 children tested. But
black and Latino toddlers had

levels nearly twice as high on
average aswhite children did.

Led by Duke University chem-
ist Heather Stapleton, the re-
searchers also found that levels
were higher in children whose
fathers didn’t have a college edu-
cation, an indicator of lower eco-
nomic status. The children, ages 1
to3,were tested fromMay2009to
November 2010 in North Caroli-
na.

The findings couldhelp shapea
broader debate about flame retar-
dants. When lawmakers in states
across the nation have sought to
ban certain chemicals over health
concerns, an industry front group
has ominously warned that doing
so would result in more deaths
among poor and minority chil-
dren.

Before lawmakers in Washing-
ton state blocked legislation this

spring that would have banned
two toxic flame retardants, the
Citizens for Fire Safety Institute,
fundedbythe three leadingmanu-
facturers of flame retardants, told
community groups that the bill
would “negatively affect minor-
ities in particular.”

“We cannot stand by and let
(environmentalists) drown out
the voices of thosemost at risk for
firedanger:minorities, theelderly,
the infirm and ironically, chil-
dren,” a representative for Citi-
zens for Fire Safety wrote to one
advocate in a January email head-
lined “Minority Fire Safety at
Risk.”

In New York, the president of
the state NAACP decried another
proposed flame retardant ban,
telling the sponsor in a January
letter that his bill “caters to a few
vocal environmentalists at the

expense of the safety of the entire
African-American community.”

Fire death rates in poor, minor-
ity communities are higher than
the national average. But the
Consumer Product Safety Com-
missionnowbelieves the bestway
to prevent furniture fires is to
require upholstery to resist smol-
dering cigarettes. If the fabric
stops a fire from starting, a top
official recently told the Tribune,
there is no reason to keep adding
flame retardants to the foam
underneath.

The study published Wednes-
day also detected PBDEs in all
dust samples collected from the
children’s homes, even though
industry voluntarily took two of
those chemicals off the market
years ago.

Manufacturers stoppedmaking
penta, a PBDE added to furniture

cushions, in 2004 after research-
ers revealed the chemicals were
building up in the blood of babies
and in breast milk around the
world. The chemical has been
linked to developmental and neu-
rological problems in children.

Another PBDE called deca has
been added for years to the hard
plastic casings of TVs and other
electronics. Chemical makers
agreed to voluntarily stop making
it by the end of 2013 after studies
linked it to health problems and
documented how it breaks down
into penta in people’s bodies.

The chemicals remain in many
older household products. Staple-
ton’s best advice to reduce expo-
sure is towashhands often.

The American Chemistry
Council, the industry’s chief trade
group, said it has not seen the
study anddeclined to comment.

Higher fire retardant levels seen in minority kids
Study challenges key
industry argument for
wider use of chemicals
ByMichael Hawthorne
Tribune reporter

Read the PlayingWith Fire
series, see related documents

andwatch video reports.

chicagotribune.com/
flames

“The chemicals
don’t work. They’re
unnecessary.
They’re harmful.”
— Kathleen Curtis, leader,
Clean and Healthy New York



ucts. But on the eve of the recent vote 
by the New York committee, copies 
of the Tribune series were distribut-
ed to senators by Kathleen Curtis, a 
nurse who leads a group called Clean 
and Healthy New York, and Andrew 
McGuire, a burn survivor and advo-
cate. The bill passed unanimously. 

“We said (the series) proves what 
we’ve been saying all along,” Curtis 
said. “They lie. They buy testimo-
ny. They misrepresent science. The 
chemicals don’t work. They’re un-
necessary. They’re harmful.” 

The Safer Chemicals, Healthy 
Families group has called on the 
American Chemistry Council to expel the major flame retardant makers for ethical 
lapses. In a letter, the advocates wrote that the Tribune series documented practices 
“that can only be described as deeply unethical, completely lacking in scientific in-
tegrity, and deliberately misleading of policy makers and the general public.” 

A spokeswoman for the industry group said it had received the letter but de-
clined to comment. 

Ian Duncan of the Tribune Washington bureau contributed.

Melanie Collins, of Falmouth, Maine, takes part in the march, 
calling on Congress to pass the Safe Chemicals Act, a bill 
that would give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
more authority to regulate chemicals. 
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both Democrats and Republicans
in Congress to create a feasible
science-based solution that will
give consumers confidence that
chemicals are being used safely

en out of children’s pajamas more
than three decades ago after
studies found it could cause can-
cer. Recent tests have found that
chlorinated tris now is commonly
added to strollers, highchairs,
rockers, diaper-changing pads
and other baby products.

The bill, which must clear
another committee before the full
Senateconsiders sending it toGov.
Andrew Cuomo, would prohibit
companies from selling children’s
products containing chlorinated
tris as ofDecember 2014. If signed
into law, it couldpressure retailers
to keep the products off store
shelves nationwide, as they did
amid public outcry about plastic
baby bottlesmadewith hormone-
disrupting bisphenol A.

NewYork’s legislation is part of
a wider battle being waged in
statehouses and Congress over
chemicals that industry is fiercely
trying to protect amid growing
concerns about their effects on
people andwildlife.

States areacting inpartbecause
the federal Toxic SubstancesCon-
trolActgives thegovernment little
power to assess or limit dangers
from the scores of chemicals
added to furniture, electronics,
toys, cosmetics and household
products. Even when health risks
are identified, the federal law
makes it practically impossible to
ban chemicals.

For example, because chlori-
nated tris wasn’t formally banned
in the late 1970s, chemical compa-
nies can legally use it in other
consumer products without in-
forming government officials or
the public. It has become one of
the most widely used flame retar-
dants in household furniture.

Critics say the most effective
solution is a sweeping overhaul of
the federal chemical law, which
hasn’t been updated since 1976.

The mothers and nurses who
rallied Tuesday on Capitol Hill
called on lawmakers to back the
Safe Chemicals Act, a bill spon-
sored by Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
D-N.J., that would give the U.S.
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
more authority to regulate chemi-
cals and require manufacturers to
prove their products are safe
before putting them on the mar-
ket.

Lautenberg’s bill, co-sponsored
by U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, of
Illinois, remainsmired in a Senate
committee amid strong anti-EPA
sentiment from Republican law-
makers.

“Toxic chemicals are every-
where,” said Jessica Burroughs,
40, of Durham, N.C., who led her
6-year-old son around the Capitol
to meet with lawmakers. “I ask,
why is the government not pro-
tecting us?”

Atanewsconferenceorganized
bySaferChemicals,HealthyFami-
lies, a coalition of environmental
and health groups, Hannah Pin-
gree, the 35-year-old former
speaker of the Maine House of
Representatives, told the protest-
ers about her experience in secur-
ing a ban on certain flame retar-
dants in her state.

“InMainewe came face to face
with the same lobbyists and sham
tactics from the chemical industry
that were just exposed in the
Chicago Tribune,” said Pingree,
four months pregnant with her
secondchild. “ButMaine isasmall
state with limited resources, and
whilewehopedouractionswould
protect kids, we knew that Wash-
ington needed to act to really fix
this problem.”

The American Chemistry
Council, the chief trade group for
the chemical industry, says it
prefers revising the federal law to
dealing with a patchwork of state
regulations. But it strongly op-
poses the Lautenberg bill and has
rejected requests from Demo-
cratic senators to suggest changes.

“Wewill continue toworkwith

and foster innovation and job
creation in theU.S,” the group said
Tuesday in a statement.

At the state level, the chief
opponent of legislation restricting

the use of flame retardants is the
Citizens for Fire Safety Institute, a
group that has billed itself as “a
coalitionof fireprofessionals, edu-
cators, community activists, burn
centers, doctors, fire departments
and industry leaders.”

Butas theTribunereported, the
organization is actually a front
group for the three largestmakers
of flame retardants, Albemarle
Corp., Chemtura Corp. and ICL
Industrial Products.

Since then, Citizens for Fire
Safety has changed its website to
acknowledge that it is a trade
group fundedby those companies.
Quotes on the site from two
physicians who spoke favorably
about flame retardants and the

group’s commitment to saving
lives alsowere deleted.

The chemical industry says
chlorinated tris is safe asused, and
Citizens forFire Safety thwarted a
proposed ban inWashington state
this spring. But in response to the
Tribune series, activists are asking
the state’s Department of Ecology
to add the flame retardant to its
list of chemicals “of high concern
to children,” whichwould require
manufacturers of children’s prod-
ucts to disclose their use of the
chemical.

Last year, industry lobbyists
foughtsuccessfully inNewYorkto
stripchlorinated trisoutof legisla-
tion that banned a related chemi-
cal, TCEP, from children’s prod-
ucts. But on the eve of the recent
vote by the New York committee,
copies of the Tribune series were
distributed to senators by Kath-
leen Curtis, a nurse who leads a
group called Clean and Healthy
New York, and AndrewMcGuire,
a burn survivor and advocate. The
bill passed unanimously.

“We said (the series) proves
what we’ve been saying all along,”
Curtis said. “They lie. They buy
testimony. Theymisrepresent sci-
ence. The chemicals don’t work.
They’re unnecessary. They’re
harmful.”

The Safer Chemicals, Healthy
Families group has called on the
American Chemistry Council to
expel the major flame retardant
makers for ethical lapses. In a
letter, theadvocateswrote that the
Tribune series documented prac-
tices“thatcanonlybedescribedas
deeplyunethical, completely lack-
ing in scientific integrity, and
deliberately misleading of policy
makers and the general public.”

A spokeswoman for the indus-
try group said it had received the
letter but declined to comment.

Ian Duncan of the Tribune Wash-
ington bureau contributed.

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

Flame retardant crackdowns sought

More than 100 nurses, mothers, cancer survivors and others gather Tuesday on Capitol Hill before marching for tougher federal regulation of
chemicals. Maine’s former House speaker told demonstrators about her experience in securing a ban on certain flame retardants in her state.
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Continued from Page 1

Melanie Collins, of Falmouth, Maine, takes part in the march, calling on Congress to pass the Safe Chemicals
Act, a bill that would give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency more authority to regulate chemicals.

Bundles of petitions urging U.S. lawmakers to support the Safe Chemi-
cals Act are arranged before the “National Stroller Brigade” march. The
chief trade group for the chemical industry strongly opposes the bill.

Black and Latino toddlers may
have significantly higher levels of
toxic flame retardants in their
bodies than white children, ac-
cording to a new study that
challenges one of industry’s chief
arguments for expanding use of
the chemicals.

The peer-reviewed study, to be
publishedWednesday in the jour-
nal Environmental Health Per-
spectives, found flame retardants
known as polybrominated di-
phenyl ethers, or PBDEs, in the
blood of all 83 children tested. But
black and Latino toddlers had

levels nearly twice as high on
average aswhite children did.

Led by Duke University chem-
ist Heather Stapleton, the re-
searchers also found that levels
were higher in children whose
fathers didn’t have a college edu-
cation, an indicator of lower eco-
nomic status. The children, ages 1
to3,were tested fromMay2009to
November 2010 in North Caroli-
na.

The findings couldhelp shapea
broader debate about flame retar-
dants. When lawmakers in states
across the nation have sought to
ban certain chemicals over health
concerns, an industry front group
has ominously warned that doing
so would result in more deaths
among poor and minority chil-
dren.

Before lawmakers in Washing-
ton state blocked legislation this

spring that would have banned
two toxic flame retardants, the
Citizens for Fire Safety Institute,
fundedbythe three leadingmanu-
facturers of flame retardants, told
community groups that the bill
would “negatively affect minor-
ities in particular.”

“We cannot stand by and let
(environmentalists) drown out
the voices of thosemost at risk for
firedanger:minorities, theelderly,
the infirm and ironically, chil-
dren,” a representative for Citi-
zens for Fire Safety wrote to one
advocate in a January email head-
lined “Minority Fire Safety at
Risk.”

In New York, the president of
the state NAACP decried another
proposed flame retardant ban,
telling the sponsor in a January
letter that his bill “caters to a few
vocal environmentalists at the

expense of the safety of the entire
African-American community.”

Fire death rates in poor, minor-
ity communities are higher than
the national average. But the
Consumer Product Safety Com-
missionnowbelieves the bestway
to prevent furniture fires is to
require upholstery to resist smol-
dering cigarettes. If the fabric
stops a fire from starting, a top
official recently told the Tribune,
there is no reason to keep adding
flame retardants to the foam
underneath.

The study published Wednes-
day also detected PBDEs in all
dust samples collected from the
children’s homes, even though
industry voluntarily took two of
those chemicals off the market
years ago.

Manufacturers stoppedmaking
penta, a PBDE added to furniture

cushions, in 2004 after research-
ers revealed the chemicals were
building up in the blood of babies
and in breast milk around the
world. The chemical has been
linked to developmental and neu-
rological problems in children.

Another PBDE called deca has
been added for years to the hard
plastic casings of TVs and other
electronics. Chemical makers
agreed to voluntarily stop making
it by the end of 2013 after studies
linked it to health problems and
documented how it breaks down
into penta in people’s bodies.

The chemicals remain in many
older household products. Staple-
ton’s best advice to reduce expo-
sure is towashhands often.

The American Chemistry
Council, the industry’s chief trade
group, said it has not seen the
study anddeclined to comment.

Higher fire retardant levels seen in minority kids
Study challenges key
industry argument for
wider use of chemicals
ByMichael Hawthorne
Tribune reporter

Read the PlayingWith Fire
series, see related documents

andwatch video reports.

chicagotribune.com/
flames

“The chemicals
don’t work. They’re
unnecessary.
They’re harmful.”
— Kathleen Curtis, leader,
Clean and Healthy New York
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
The chief of the California
state agency responsible for
the rule that made toxic
flame retardant chemicals
commoninAmerican furni-
ture told lawmakers here
Tuesday that she is commit-
ted to scrapping that rule
and replacing it with fire-
safety tests that can be met
without the use of toxic
chemicals.

Tonya Blood, chief of the
California agency that regu-
lates furniture, said the new
testwill require furniture to
resist a smoldering ciga-
rette. The existing standard
requires the foam in furni-
turecushions towithstanda
candlelike flame, even
though candles are a far less
common cause of fires.

Federal safety officials
have said that the fabric
covering most furniture is
sufficient tomeet a smolder
standard, making it unnec-
essary to add chemicals to
the foam underneath. Rep-
resentatives from the furni-
ture industry who testified
Tuesday echoed that find-
ing and said they are eager
to see the change.While the
rule technically governs
furniture sold only in Cali-
fornia,manymanufacturers
add flame retardants to
products soldnationwide to
address liability concerns
and to avoid making two
versions of the same prod-
uct.

Blood also said she will
work to exempt most baby
products from the state’s
flammability standards;
manufacturers have added
flame retardants to many
such products that contain
polyurethane foam to meet
California’s rule.

“This standard provides
protection while reducing
reliance on toxic chemi-
cals,” Blood told lawmakers
in the California Assembly
Committee on Environ-
mental Safety and Toxic
Materials.

In years past, a front
group for the largest manu-
facturers of flame retar-
dants—theCitizens forFire
Safety Institute — has suc-
cessfully fought efforts by
lawmakers to scale backuse
of chemicals or change the
standard, which was estab-
lished in 1975. But Tues-
day’s hearing demonstrated
just how much the ground
has shifted since the Trib-
une’s “Playing With Fire”
series in May exposed its
deceptive tactics.

California state Sen.
Mark Leno, who has re-

peatedly tried but failed to
reduce the use of flame
retardants in furniture and
baby products, accused
Citizens for Fire Safety of
abusing the legislativeproc-
ess and read aloud sections
of theTribune series.

At a state Senate hearing
on one of Leno’s bills last
year, Citizens for Fire Safe-
ty’s star witness, burn sur-
geon Dr. David Heimbach,
testified about an infant
patient from Alaska who
suffered fatal burns on
cushioning that lacked
flame retardants, but the
Tribune in May showed
that the baby as he de-
scribed her did not exist.

“To make up a story like
that is really not only unac-
ceptable, as now revealed in
this Tribune story, this in-
dustryhasbeendishonored,
disgraced and discredited,”
Leno said.

Leno said anyone testify-
ing at the hearing who has
received any money from
Citizens for Fire Safety
should disclose that public-
ly because, he said, “Citi-
zens for Fire Safety has
already been discredited.”

Although Heimbach did
not testify Tuesday, the
same lobbyist and chemist
that Leno faced last year
appeared again on behalf of
Citizens for Fire Safety. Joe
Lang, the lobbyist, discuss-
ed an unpublished study
that he said shows Califor-
nia’s existing furniture rule
works well and increases
escape time in fires. That
claim runs counter to the
work of independent and
government scientists.

Lang also played a video
of a Dutch television show
that torched two couches,
one made under the British
fire safety standard, which
is far more stringent than

California’s rule, and one
without flame retardants.
The sofa without fire retar-
dants quickly becomes an
inferno. Last year Citizens
for Fire Safety circulated a
version of this video over-
laid with sinister music and
the caption, “Are you sitting
comfortably?”

This time, there was no

sinister music, and Lang
offeredno translation as the
commentator explained the
fires in Dutch. “A picture is
worth a thousand words,
and this clearly demon-
strates the effectiveness of
the standard,” Lang said.

His testimony stood in
sharp contrast to that of
firefighters, public health

advocates, stateofficialsand
researchers who testified
before and after him.

Firefighters explained
how their on-the-job expo-
sure to flame retardants put
themat risk for rare cancers
normally found in chemical
workers. Researchers ex-
plained how flame retard-
ant chemicals have in-
creasedexponentially in the
bodies of Americans and
especially put the health of
children and pregnant

women at risk.
Research has shown that

flame retardants — some of
which have been linked to
cancer, neurological defi-
cits, developmental prob-
lems and impaired fertility
— migrate out of products
into dust, wind up in the
bodies of people and ani-
mals and linger in the envi-
ronment for years.

Blood’s public commit-
ment to major change
comes a week after Califor-
nia Gov. Jerry Brown called
for anoverhaul of the state’s
rule. Blood cautioned that it
could take a year to move
the changes through the
state’s administrative proc-
ess.

Over the years, the
chemical lobby has proved
resilient in the faceofhealth
concerns associated with
flame retardants. Just last
week in New York state, a
bill that would havemade it
illegal for the manufac-
turers of baby products to
use a carcinogenic flame
retardant known as chlori-
nated tris failed to pass in
that state’s Senate. While
supporters said they had
lined up enough votes to
pass it, thebillwas sidelined
to a committee and never
called for a vote.

pcallahan@tribune.com

Agency may end toxic flame retardant use
A rule change in
California could
ripple across U.S.
By Patricia Callahan
Tribune reporter

Lobbyist Joe Lang appears Tuesday before a California Assembly panel on behalf of flame
retardant makers. A change in the state’s standards for furniture could affect the nation.
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“This industry
has been dishon-
ored, disgraced
and discredited.”
— California state Sen.
Mark Leno

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE PLAYING WITH FIRE

LOSANGELES—Acalo-
rie is a calorie is a calorie —
or is it?

Maybe not, a small study
has found.Once the pounds
are shed, the proportions of
carbohydrates, proteins and
fats you chow down may
determine whether you
keep theweight off.

In a seven-month experi-
ment duringwhich 21 over-
weight men and women
followed strictly controlled
diets, researchers showed
that a high-carb diet seems
to make the metabolism
more sluggish than a high-
protein oneduring themost
difficult part of weight loss:
keeping fat off.

“From a metabolic per-
spective, all calories are not
alike,” said study senior au-
thor Dr. David Ludwig, di-
rector of the New Balance
Foundation Obesity Pre-
vention Center at Chil-
dren’s Hospital Boston.
“The quality of the calories
going in affects the quantity
of the calories going out.”

Only 1 in 6 overweight
and obese adults say they
haveeverheldon toa lossof
10 percent body weight or
greater for even a year, the
team noted in its prelimi-
nary report, which was

published Tuesday in the
Journal of the American
Medical Association.

Scientists knew that
weight loss is accompanied
by a slowdown in the body’s
metabolism.

To test whether different
foods might influence that,
Ludwig and his colleagues
recruited overweight and
obese adults ages 18 to 40
fordiet studies from2006to
2010.

Study participants shed
10 to 15 percent of their
bodyweight, then entered a
weight-stabilization phase,
in which each person was
fed three different diets for
four weeks at a time: a
low-fat diet, high-carb diet;
adietwithequalpercentage
of carbs and fat; and a
high-fat, very low-carb diet.

The participants burned
more than 300 additional
caloriesonaveragewhenon
the very low-carb diet com-
pared with the low-fat diet,
the study found.

However, Ludwig and
others don’t recommend a
very low-carb diet because
it can carry heart risks.

Weight loss experts not
involved in the research
praised the study, while
acknowledging its limita-
tions.

erbrown@tribune.com

Study finds type
of calories key to
keep weight off
By Eryn Brown
Tribune Newspapers



Agency may end 
toxic flame retardant use 
A rule change in California could ripple across U.S. 

Wednesday, June 27, 2012 

By Patricia Callahan 

The chief of the California state agency responsible for the rule that made tox-
ic flame retardant chemicals common in American furniture told lawmakers here 
Tuesday that she is committed to scrapping that rule and replacing it with fire-safe-
ty tests that can be met without the use of toxic chemicals. 

Tonya Blood, chief of the California agency that regulates furniture, said the new 
test will require furniture to resist a smoldering cigarette. The existing standard re-
quires the foam in furniture cushions to withstand a candlelike flame, even though 
candles are a far less common cause of fires. 

Federal safety officials have said that the fabric covering most furniture is suf-
ficient to meet a smolder standard, making it unnecessary to add chemicals to the 
foam underneath. Representatives from the furniture industry who testified Tues-
day echoed that finding and said they are eager to see the change. While the rule 
technically governs furniture sold only in California, many manufacturers add 
flame retardants to products sold nationwide to address liability concerns and to 
avoid making two versions of the same product. 

Blood also said she will work to exempt most baby products from the state’s 
flammability standards; manufacturers have added flame retardants to many such 
products that contain polyurethane foam to meet California’s rule. 

“This standard provides protection while reducing reliance on toxic chemicals,” 
Blood told lawmakers in the California Assembly Committee on Environmental 
Safety and Toxic Materials. 

In years past, a front group for the largest manufacturers of flame retardants — 
the Citizens for Fire Safety Institute — has successfully fought efforts by lawmakers 
to scale back use of chemicals or change the standard, which was established in 
1975. But Tuesday’s hearing demonstrated just how much the ground has shifted 
since the Tribune’s “Playing With Fire” series in May exposed its deceptive tactics. 

California state Sen. Mark Leno, who has repeatedly tried but failed to reduce the 
use of flame retardants in furniture and baby products, accused Citizens for Fire Safe-
ty of abusing the legislative process and read aloud sections of the Tribune series. 

At a state Senate hearing on one of Leno’s bills last year, Citizens for Fire Safety’s 
star witness, burn surgeon Dr. David Heimbach, testified about an infant patient 
from Alaska who suffered fatal burns on cushioning that lacked flame retardants, 
but the Tribune in May showed that the baby as he described her did not exist. 

“To make up a story like that is really not only unacceptable, as now revealed in 
this Tribune story, this industry has been dishonored, disgraced and discredited,” 
Leno said. 

Leno said anyone testifying at the hearing who has received any money from 
Citizens for Fire Safety should disclose that publicly because, he said, “Citizens for 
Fire Safety has already been discredited.” 

Although Heimbach did not testify Tuesday, the same lobbyist and chemist that 
Leno faced last year appeared again on behalf of Citizens for Fire Safety. Joe Lang, 
the lobbyist, discussed an unpublished study that he said shows California’s existing 
furniture rule works well and increases escape time in fires. That claim runs coun-



ter to the work of independent and government scientists. 
Lang also played a video of a Dutch television show that torched two couches, one 

made under the British fire safety standard, which is far more stringent than Califor-
nia’s rule, and one without flame retardants. The sofa without fire retardants quickly 
becomes an inferno. Last year Citizens for Fire Safety circulated a version of this video 
overlaid with sinister music and the caption, “Are you sitting comfortably?” 

This time, there was no sinister music, and Lang offered no translation as the 
commentator explained the fires in Dutch. “A picture is worth a thousand words, 
and this clearly demonstrates the effectiveness of the standard,” Lang said. 

His testimony stood in sharp con-
trast to that of firefighters, public 
health advocates, state officials and 
researchers who testified before and 
after him. 

Firefighters explained how their 
on-the-job exposure to flame retar-
dants put them at risk for rare cancers 
normally found in chemical workers. 
Researchers explained how flame 
retardant chemicals have increased 
exponentially in the bodies of Ameri-
cans and especially put the health of 
children and pregnant women at risk. 

Research has shown that flame re-
tardants — some of which have been 
linked to cancer, neurological deficits, developmental problems and impaired fertil-
ity — migrate out of products into dust, wind up in the bodies of people and animals 
and linger in the environment for years. 

Blood’s public commitment to major change comes a week after California Gov. 
Jerry Brown called for an overhaul of the state’s rule. Blood cautioned that it could 
take a year to move the changes through the state’s administrative process. 

Over the years, the chemical lobby has proved resilient in the face of health con-
cerns associated with flame retardants. Just last week in New York state, a bill that 
would have made it illegal for the manufacturers of baby products to use a carcino-
genic flame retardant known as chlorinated tris failed to pass in that state’s Senate. 
While supporters said they had lined up enough votes to pass it, the bill was side-
lined to a committee and never called for a vote. 

ROBERT DURELL/PHOTO FOR THE TRIBUNE 

Lobbyist Joe Lang appears Tuesday before a California As-
sembly panel on behalf of flame retardant makers. A change 
in the state’s standards for furniture could affect the nation.    
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
The chief of the California
state agency responsible for
the rule that made toxic
flame retardant chemicals
commoninAmerican furni-
ture told lawmakers here
Tuesday that she is commit-
ted to scrapping that rule
and replacing it with fire-
safety tests that can be met
without the use of toxic
chemicals.

Tonya Blood, chief of the
California agency that regu-
lates furniture, said the new
testwill require furniture to
resist a smoldering ciga-
rette. The existing standard
requires the foam in furni-
turecushions towithstanda
candlelike flame, even
though candles are a far less
common cause of fires.

Federal safety officials
have said that the fabric
covering most furniture is
sufficient tomeet a smolder
standard, making it unnec-
essary to add chemicals to
the foam underneath. Rep-
resentatives from the furni-
ture industry who testified
Tuesday echoed that find-
ing and said they are eager
to see the change.While the
rule technically governs
furniture sold only in Cali-
fornia,manymanufacturers
add flame retardants to
products soldnationwide to
address liability concerns
and to avoid making two
versions of the same prod-
uct.

Blood also said she will
work to exempt most baby
products from the state’s
flammability standards;
manufacturers have added
flame retardants to many
such products that contain
polyurethane foam to meet
California’s rule.

“This standard provides
protection while reducing
reliance on toxic chemi-
cals,” Blood told lawmakers
in the California Assembly
Committee on Environ-
mental Safety and Toxic
Materials.

In years past, a front
group for the largest manu-
facturers of flame retar-
dants—theCitizens forFire
Safety Institute — has suc-
cessfully fought efforts by
lawmakers to scale backuse
of chemicals or change the
standard, which was estab-
lished in 1975. But Tues-
day’s hearing demonstrated
just how much the ground
has shifted since the Trib-
une’s “Playing With Fire”
series in May exposed its
deceptive tactics.

California state Sen.
Mark Leno, who has re-

peatedly tried but failed to
reduce the use of flame
retardants in furniture and
baby products, accused
Citizens for Fire Safety of
abusing the legislativeproc-
ess and read aloud sections
of theTribune series.

At a state Senate hearing
on one of Leno’s bills last
year, Citizens for Fire Safe-
ty’s star witness, burn sur-
geon Dr. David Heimbach,
testified about an infant
patient from Alaska who
suffered fatal burns on
cushioning that lacked
flame retardants, but the
Tribune in May showed
that the baby as he de-
scribed her did not exist.

“To make up a story like
that is really not only unac-
ceptable, as now revealed in
this Tribune story, this in-
dustryhasbeendishonored,
disgraced and discredited,”
Leno said.

Leno said anyone testify-
ing at the hearing who has
received any money from
Citizens for Fire Safety
should disclose that public-
ly because, he said, “Citi-
zens for Fire Safety has
already been discredited.”

Although Heimbach did
not testify Tuesday, the
same lobbyist and chemist
that Leno faced last year
appeared again on behalf of
Citizens for Fire Safety. Joe
Lang, the lobbyist, discuss-
ed an unpublished study
that he said shows Califor-
nia’s existing furniture rule
works well and increases
escape time in fires. That
claim runs counter to the
work of independent and
government scientists.

Lang also played a video
of a Dutch television show
that torched two couches,
one made under the British
fire safety standard, which
is far more stringent than

California’s rule, and one
without flame retardants.
The sofa without fire retar-
dants quickly becomes an
inferno. Last year Citizens
for Fire Safety circulated a
version of this video over-
laid with sinister music and
the caption, “Are you sitting
comfortably?”

This time, there was no

sinister music, and Lang
offeredno translation as the
commentator explained the
fires in Dutch. “A picture is
worth a thousand words,
and this clearly demon-
strates the effectiveness of
the standard,” Lang said.

His testimony stood in
sharp contrast to that of
firefighters, public health

advocates, stateofficialsand
researchers who testified
before and after him.

Firefighters explained
how their on-the-job expo-
sure to flame retardants put
themat risk for rare cancers
normally found in chemical
workers. Researchers ex-
plained how flame retard-
ant chemicals have in-
creasedexponentially in the
bodies of Americans and
especially put the health of
children and pregnant

women at risk.
Research has shown that

flame retardants — some of
which have been linked to
cancer, neurological defi-
cits, developmental prob-
lems and impaired fertility
— migrate out of products
into dust, wind up in the
bodies of people and ani-
mals and linger in the envi-
ronment for years.

Blood’s public commit-
ment to major change
comes a week after Califor-
nia Gov. Jerry Brown called
for anoverhaul of the state’s
rule. Blood cautioned that it
could take a year to move
the changes through the
state’s administrative proc-
ess.

Over the years, the
chemical lobby has proved
resilient in the faceofhealth
concerns associated with
flame retardants. Just last
week in New York state, a
bill that would havemade it
illegal for the manufac-
turers of baby products to
use a carcinogenic flame
retardant known as chlori-
nated tris failed to pass in
that state’s Senate. While
supporters said they had
lined up enough votes to
pass it, thebillwas sidelined
to a committee and never
called for a vote.
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Agency may end toxic flame retardant use
A rule change in
California could
ripple across U.S.
By Patricia Callahan
Tribune reporter

Lobbyist Joe Lang appears Tuesday before a California Assembly panel on behalf of flame
retardant makers. A change in the state’s standards for furniture could affect the nation.
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“This industry
has been dishon-
ored, disgraced
and discredited.”
— California state Sen.
Mark Leno

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE PLAYING WITH FIRE

LOSANGELES—Acalo-
rie is a calorie is a calorie —
or is it?

Maybe not, a small study
has found.Once the pounds
are shed, the proportions of
carbohydrates, proteins and
fats you chow down may
determine whether you
keep theweight off.

In a seven-month experi-
ment duringwhich 21 over-
weight men and women
followed strictly controlled
diets, researchers showed
that a high-carb diet seems
to make the metabolism
more sluggish than a high-
protein oneduring themost
difficult part of weight loss:
keeping fat off.

“From a metabolic per-
spective, all calories are not
alike,” said study senior au-
thor Dr. David Ludwig, di-
rector of the New Balance
Foundation Obesity Pre-
vention Center at Chil-
dren’s Hospital Boston.
“The quality of the calories
going in affects the quantity
of the calories going out.”

Only 1 in 6 overweight
and obese adults say they
haveeverheldon toa lossof
10 percent body weight or
greater for even a year, the
team noted in its prelimi-
nary report, which was

published Tuesday in the
Journal of the American
Medical Association.

Scientists knew that
weight loss is accompanied
by a slowdown in the body’s
metabolism.

To test whether different
foods might influence that,
Ludwig and his colleagues
recruited overweight and
obese adults ages 18 to 40
fordiet studies from2006to
2010.

Study participants shed
10 to 15 percent of their
bodyweight, then entered a
weight-stabilization phase,
in which each person was
fed three different diets for
four weeks at a time: a
low-fat diet, high-carb diet;
adietwithequalpercentage
of carbs and fat; and a
high-fat, very low-carb diet.

The participants burned
more than 300 additional
caloriesonaveragewhenon
the very low-carb diet com-
pared with the low-fat diet,
the study found.

However, Ludwig and
others don’t recommend a
very low-carb diet because
it can carry heart risks.

Weight loss experts not
involved in the research
praised the study, while
acknowledging its limita-
tions.

erbrown@tribune.com

Study finds type
of calories key to
keep weight off
By Eryn Brown
Tribune Newspapers
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The world’s major manufac-
turers of flame retardants offi-
cially cut ties Friday with an
industry-funded front group that
waged a deceptive campaign to
fuel demand for the chemicals in
household furniture, electronics,
baby products and other goods.

Albemarle Corp., Chemtura
Corp. andICLIndustrialProducts
said in a statement that the
companies have severed their
relationshipswith theCitizens for
Fire Safety Institute, a group they
founded, funded and directed.
The companies will shift their
outside lobbying and advocacy
efforts to theAmericanChemistry
Council, the chemical industry’s
chief trade group.

It wasn’t clear whether the
front group has been formally
disbanded, though itswebsitewas
taken down Friday. The three
companies declined to comment
beyond a statement posted on
their corporatewebsites.

“We will focus on educating
policymakers and stakeholders
about the contributions of flame
retardants to fire safety, and the
science that supports flame re-
tardant chemistries as an impor-
tant tool to protect lives and
property by reducing the flam-
mability of the products around
us,’’ the statement said.

The Tribune reported last
month that the chemical manu-
facturerswere reconsidering their
involvementwithCitizens forFire
Safety in response to the news-
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After a few freezing nights
this spring, Apple Holler owner
Dave Flannery feared the worst.
He walked up and down his
orchard’s rows, cutting intohun-
dredsof appleblossoms to check
the damage. To his dismay, his
suspicionswere right— the frost
had turned almost all of the

blossoms’ centers black.
“When the seeds are black,

they’re rotting — and they’re
done,” Flannery said. “When a
few stay white there’s a chance,
but it’s usually just a matter of
days before they’re dead too.”

Flannery’s Racine-area or-
chard, a popular autumn desti-
nation forChicagoans, produced
about 40 percent of its normal
apple crop this year. With 74

acres and more than 30,000
trees, AppleHoller still will have
a season, Flannery said, but it
will have to supplement with
apples brought in from other
orchards to sell in its small
market and to bake into pies.

Apple Holler is one of the
lucky ones. Other area apple
orchards are canceling the fall
“you-pick” season entirely after
their crops were devastated by

fickle springweather.
A blast of unseasonable

warmth in March was followed
by freezing temperatures in
April, damaging plants awak-
ened by the faux spring. March
temperatures were about 16 de-
grees above normal in Chicago,
said National Weather Service
archivist Frank Wachowski,

‘You-pick’ opportunities are few after extreme swing
in spring temperatures damages yields at area orchards

Lisa and Brian Kasalajtis, along with their children Katie, 3, and Liam, 5, of Pleasant Prairie, Wis., pick apples this week at Apple Holler or-
chard in Sturtevant, Wis. The orchard produced about 40 percent of its usual apple crop this year.

ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Apple crops sliced, diced
By Bridget Doyle
Tribune reporter
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underscored the difficulty police
face in confronting the intrac-
table violence in some of the
city’s most impoverished sec-
tions.

“We’ve obviously had a very

As Mayor Rahm Emanuel
touted his anti-violence initia-
tives at a news conferenceFriday
morning, bullets ripped across
the 4200 block of West Wilcox
Street on Chicago’s West Side,
striking a teenager while she
walked home from school.

The shooting happened in the
heart of the Harrison District,
one of two police districts tar-
geted by Chicago police officers
in a yearwhen the cityhasdrawn
national attention for its mount-
inghomicides.AlthoughEmanu-
el has credited the effort with
reducing murders in those two
districts, Friday’s shooting

difficult August, so we have our
workcutout forus,” saidEmanu-
el,whoannouncedFriday thathe
will now be enlisting the help of
the federal government to com-
bat violence and drugs in the
Grand Crossing and Ogden po-
lice districts on the South and
West sides where the city has
seen thehighest spike in violence
this year.

The new plan, modeled after
the crackdowns since mid-Janu-
ary in the Harrison and Engle-
wood districts, calls for gang,
narcotics and patrol officers to
saturate so-called conflict zones,
according to police Superintend-
ent Garry McCarthy. U.S. mar-
shals and agents from the FBI,

HOMICIDE THE MOUNTING TOLL

Federal agents to aid Chicago’s
effort to stem relentless violence
By Cynthia Dizikes
and KristenMack
Tribune reporters
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Shell casings are scattered at the
scene of a shooting late Friday
morning on West Wilcox Street.
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A friend testified about
themurder defendant’s
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in the Canadian Yukon.
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Flame retardant industry blinks 
Front group that lobbied for use of toxic chemicals is abandoned 

Saturday, September 1, 2012 

By Michael Hawthorne and Sam Roe

The world’s major manufacturers of flame retardants officially cut ties Friday 
with an industry-funded front group that waged a deceptive campaign to fuel de-
mand for the chemicals in household furniture, electronics, baby products and oth-
er goods. 

Albemarle Corp., Chemtura Corp. and ICL Industrial Products said in a state-
ment that the companies have severed their relationships with the Citizens for Fire 
Safety Institute, a group they founded, funded and directed. The companies will 
shift their outside lobbying and advocacy efforts to the American Chemistry Coun-
cil, the chemical industry’s chief trade group. 

It wasn’t clear whether the front group has been formally disbanded, though its 
website was taken down Friday. The three companies declined to comment beyond 
a statement posted on their corporate websites. 

“We will focus on educating policymakers and stakeholders about the contribu-
tions of flame retardants to fire safety, and the science that supports flame retardant 
chemistries as an important tool to protect lives and property by reducing the flam-
mability of the products around us,’’ the statement said. 

The Tribune reported last month that the chemical manufacturers were recon-
sidering their involvement with Citizens for Fire Safety in response to the newspa-
per’s “Playing With Fire” investigation, which documented the front group’s role in 
a decades-long effort by the tobacco and chemical industries to promote the use of 
flame retardants. 

Those efforts have helped load American homes with toxic chemicals linked to 
cancer, neurological deficits, developmental problems and impaired fertility. A typi-
cal American baby is born with the highest recorded concentrations of flame retar-
dants among infants in the world. 

Citizens for Fire Safety played an active role in states where legislators have 
proposed banning certain flame retardants. Its tactics included distributing videos 
featuring ominous music, footage of burning houses and narrators warning that re-
strictions on the chemicals would endanger children. 

The group also sponsored witnesses who testified before state legislators in favor 
of flame retardants. Among them was a now-retired surgery professor at the Uni-
versity of Washington who told lawmakers stories about burned babies, though the 
Tribune investigation found that the infants as he described them did not exist. 

Since the newspaper’s series was published in May, Albemarle, Chemtura and 
ICL have faced blistering criticism from federal and state lawmakers who called the 
tactics of Citizens for Fire Safety unethical. It became increasingly apparent that the 
group’s future was in doubt after several U.S. senators grilled representatives of the 
chemical companies at a July hearing. 

“If there is any truth to the allegations, we will take decisive, appropriate action,” 
Marshall Moore, director of technology, advocacy and marketing for Chemtura, 
wrote in a letter to the Tribune after the Senate hearing. 

Seth Jacobson, who had been the spokesman for Citizens for Fire Safety, said Fri-
day that he no longer represents the group. The organization’s executive director, 
Grant Gillham, did not return telephone calls. 

The group had billed itself as “a coalition of fire professionals, educators, com-



munity activists, burn centers, doctors, fire departments and industry leaders, unit-
ed to ensure that our country is protected by the highest standards of fire safety.” 
In response to the Tribune series, the group altered its website to clarify that it is a 
trade association. 

Its board of directors was composed of executives from Albemarle, Chemtura and 
ICL, which contributed about $17 million to the group from 2008 to 2010, most of 
which was spent on lobbying and political expenses, according to federal tax records. 

Citizens for Fire Safety was active in the California Legislature as recently as 
June, when a lobbyist for the group testified that flame-retardant furniture saves 
lives. At issue was the state’s flammability standard for residential furniture, which 
manufacturers typically meet by adding chemicals to foam cushions. Gov. Jerry 
Brown has vowed to replace the standard with one that could be met without the 
use of chemicals. 

Lobbying for the three chemical manufacturers now will be handled by the Ameri-
can Chemistry Council, which said in a statement that it “will continue to communi-
cate the science that addresses the effectiveness and safe use of flame retardants.” 

The trade group, along with Citizens for Fire Safety, has been accused of distorting 
science to build support among policymakers for greater use of the chemicals. Flame 
retardants added to furniture cushions actually provide no meaningful protection 
from household fires, according to federal researchers and independent scientists. 

Andy Igrejas, director of Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families, a coalition of envi-
ronmental and health groups, called Friday’s announcement “purely cosmetic.” 

The real problem, Igrejas said, is that the makers of flame retardants have repeat-
edly shown a “lack of scientific integrity and a disregard for public health.” Govern-
ment and industry need to confront this behavior, he said. Otherwise, he feared the 
“same companies will plot the same deceptive campaigns.” 
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Chicago teachers count-
ered Mayor Rahm Emanu-
el’s aggressive approach to
school reform with the
most powerful weapon in
their arsenal, giving over-
whelming authorization for
a strike if contract talks
continue to flounder.

Nearly 90percent ofChi-
cago Teachers Unionmem-

bers, some 23,780 city em-
ployees, voted to support a
strike if one is called, the
union said Monday. Union
President Karen Lewis said
the three-day vote was an
“indictment” of the increas-
ingly strained relationship
between teachers and
Emanuel’s hand-picked ad-
ministration at Chicago
Public Schools.

“I think that is a very
significant number and
should put an end to all the
speculation about how peo-

ple in schools really feel,”
Lewis said.

While the union andCPS
have been making progress
in some areas, they remain
far apart on several key
issues, includingcompensa-
tionand thedistrict’s efforts
to link teacher pay to stu-
dent performance, union
officials said.

The union entered nego-
tiations asking for a 30
percent wage increase over
two years, which it saidwas
commensurate with work-

ing a school day that will be
about 90 minutes longer in
the fall. The district’s open-
ing offer was a 2 percent
raise over two years and a
form of merit pay in later
years.

Since taking office a little
more than a year ago,
Emanuel has stripped the
teachersofa4percent raise,
successfully pushed for a
longer day and advocated
formoreprivately run char-

Teachers crank up the heat

Teachers union chief Karen Lewis called the strike vote an
“indictment” of the strained relationship with CPS officials.
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Overwhelming vote for strike gives union more clout
By Noreen S.
Ahmed-Ullah
and Joel Hood
Tribune reporters
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Two years after a $6 million jobs
grant from the state jump-started
construction on its new building, the
Museum of Broadcast Communica-
tions has a lot to show for it: 18,000
square feet of television and radio
exhibits, recordings andmemorabilia
that will open to the public Wednes-
day.

What is less apparent is howmany
jobs the project can take credit for.

The museum’s founder, veteran
broadcaster BruceDuMont, has been
planning the $27 million four-story
building on State Street near the
HouseofBluessincemovingoutof its
rented space in the Chicago Cultural
Center in2003.Hesecuredthekey$6
million grant after telling the state he
intended to create 200 yearlong

State gave museum $6 million to create jobs,
but how much work can be credited to grant?

The Media Tower looms large at the Museum of Broadcast Communications,
which opens Wednesday at State and Kinzie streets in Chicago.

PHIL VELASQUEZ/TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Broadcast museum
opens with static

“Bozo’s Circus” is part of the muse-
um’s 18,000 square feet of exhibit
space. A grant from the Illinois Jobs
Now fund was given to it in 2010.

By Heather Gillers
Tribune reporter

Please turn to Page 8

BELLEFONTE, Pa. —
The alleged victims’ smil-
ing faces loomed over
Jerry Sandusky as a prose-
cutor delivered his open-
ing statement Monday in
the sexual abuse trial of
the former Penn State
assistant football coach.

From the defense table,
Sandusky saw childhood
photos of his accusers
projectedona largescreen
in the Centre County
courtroom as Senior Dep-
uty Attorney General Jo-
seph McGettigan III
spoke.

“One is a father himself
now. Two are recent high
school graduates. One is a
Penn State graduate. One
serves his country in Af-
ghanistan, in a war zone,”
McGettigan said. “Their
experiences with the de-
fendant are as varied as
they are.”

Defense attorney Joe
Amendola signaled in his
openingstatement thathis
clientwould testify to give
his side of the story and
would explain that in his

world, it was routine for
people to shower together
and that he never sought
sexual gratification while
doing so.

Later in theday, the first
of Sandusky’s accusers,
identified in court papers
as Victim 4, testified for
nearly four hours. The
accusers are being identi-
fied in court, but the Trib-
unedoesnot namealleged
sex assault victims.

The man, now 28, said
he started hanging out
with Sandusky after his
second summer in a camp
for disadvantaged chil-
dren. He testified that
their relationship pro-
gressed from playing
sports together and “soap

First accuser
tells of abuse
by Sandusky

Eight alleged victims in
the sex abuse case are
expected to testify
against Jerry Sandusky.

MICHAEL KUBEL/
THE MORNING CALL PHOTO

Defense signals
former Penn St.
assistant coach
to testify in case

By Peter Hall,
AndrewMcGill
and Adam Clark
Tribune Newspapers
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The University ofWash-
ington has admonished a
prominent surgeon who
told lawmakers question-
able stories about burned
babies while testifying in
favor of flame retardants.

A university spokes-
woman said Dr. David
Heimbach violated school
policy by failing to obtain
permission before doing
consulting work for the
Citizens for Fire Safety
Institute, a front group for
flame retardantmakers.

The university also con-
cluded that Heimbach vio-
lated federal privacy rules
by showing photographs of
aburned infantat amedical
conference without autho-
rization.

“In sum, it is fair to say
that the UW is very disap-
pointed in Dr. Heimbach’s
actions in regard to this
issue,” university spokes-
woman Tina Mankowski
wrote in a statement.

Heimbach’s attorney
said the doctor followed
the rules while educating
people on how to prevent
burns.

“The manner by which
he serves in this educa-
tional role is within the
bounds of the law and his
profession’s ethical stand-
ards,” the attorney, Debo-
rah Drooz, wrote to the
Tribune.

Until his retirement last
year, Heimbach was a sur-
gery professor at Washing-
ton and a physician at
Harborview Medical Cen-
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School:
Doctor
violated
policies
Ex-teacher blasted
for helping flame
retardant group
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“The UW is very
disappointed in
Dr. (David)
Heimbach’s
actions.”
— Tina Mankowski,
spokeswoman

By Sam Roe and
Patricia Callahan
Tribune reporters

Median networth of American families fell to $77,300
in 2010, a level not seen since the early1990s, from
$126,400 three years earlier.Much of the loss inwealth
is blamed on the decline in housing values.Business

Recession costly for U.S. families

Apple is charting a
path that could help it
outsmartGoogle. And
onMonday, it showed
off the newMaps app,
a smarter version of
Siri, and a new line of
laptops and software.
Business

Apple offers
a glimpse of
what’s to come

Themove to boost
patrols comes after a
weekend inwhich 53
peoplewere shot, nine
of them fatally. The
FraternalOrder of
Police called it a
“Band-Aid approach.”
Chicagoland, Page 4

Police to pay
OT to try to
curb violence

ChicagoWeatherCenter:
Complete forecast on back of A+ETom Skilling’s forecast High77 Low52

Chicago Sports

Cubs sign
20-year-old
Cuban
outfielder
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to Chicago; Emanuel makes a surprise visit A+E
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School: Doctor violated policies 
Ex-teacher blasted for helping flame retardant group 

Tuesday, June 12, 2012 

By Sam Roe and Patricia Callahan 

The University of Washington has admonished a prominent surgeon who told 
lawmakers questionable stories about burned babies while testifying in favor of 
flame retardants. 

A university spokeswoman said Dr. David Heimbach violated school policy by 
failing to obtain permission before doing consulting work for the Citizens for Fire 
Safety Institute, a front group for flame retardant makers. 

The university also concluded that Heimbach violated federal privacy rules by 
showing photographs of a burned infant at a medical conference without authori-
zation. 

“In sum, it is fair to say that the UW is very disappointed in Dr. Heimbach’s ac-
tions in regard to this issue,” university spokeswoman Tina Mankowski wrote in a 
statement. 

Heimbach’s attorney said the doctor followed the rules while educating people 
on how to prevent burns. 

“The manner by which he serves in this educational role is within the bounds of 
the law and his profession’s ethical standards,” the attorney, Deborah Drooz, wrote 
to the Tribune. 

Until his retirement last year, Heimbach was a surgery professor at Washington 
and a physician at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, which is managed by the 
university. 

The university began reviewing Heimbach’s files after a Tribune series in May 
titled “Playing With Fire,” which detailed how Heimbach told lawmakers in Cali-
fornia and Alaska gripping stories of babies suffering fatal burns while on cushion-
ing without flame retardants. But the infants as he described them did not exist. 

Heimbach, former president of the American Burn Association, initially told the 
Tribune that his testimony was meant to be anecdotal and that he “wasn’t under 
oath.” Later, through his attorney, he said he intentionally changed the facts to pro-
tect patient privacy. 

For the past several years, Heimbach has been a star witness for Citizens for Fire 
Safety, a group that has claimed to be a coalition of fire professionals, doctors and edu-
cators but is actually a trade group funded by companies that make flame retardants. 

The makers of flame retardants, as well as their trade groups, have argued that the 
chemicals save lives, but federal and independent researchers say the compounds 
provide no meaningful protection from furniture fires. Meanwhile, the chemicals 
have been linked to health problems. 

Mankowski said that to avoid conflicts of interest, faculty must obtain permis-
sion before conducting outside consulting work. She said Heimbach violated this 
policy but would not be penalized because the school learned of the infraction after 
the Tribune series and his retirement. 

Heimbach’s attorney did not directly address questions from the Tribune regard-
ing this infraction. But she did write that Heimbach complied with university policy 
regarding faculty contributing expertise to advisory bodies. 

In an earlier interview with the newspaper, Heimbach acknowledged that his 
testimony about babies dying in fires was not about different children but about the 



same infant. He emailed the Tribune two photographs of a severely burned child 
whom he said he had in mind when testifying. He also said he used these images in 
a presentation at a medical conference. 

But the Tribune series reported that the baby didn’t die in the way that he de-
scribed and that flame retardants were not a factor. Moreover, Heimbach did not 
have authorization to use the photos, according to the university. 

The university subsequently concluded that Heimbach violated privacy rules 
known as HIPAA — the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
of 1996. 

“We take patient privacy very seriously and are very concerned that he violated 
HIPAA,” Mankowski said. 

She said the university reports all HIPAA violations to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, which can conduct inquiries and impose fines. 

Heimbach signed a statement with the university in which he agreed he “did not 
have authorization from the patient’s family or UW Medicine for use of the photo-
graphs,” according to a copy provided by the university. 

He agreed to not use the photos again and to return them to the school. 
In a letter to the Tribune, Heimbach’s attorney said she disagreed that the doctor 

violated patient privacy. She said Heimbach followed standard protocol under the 
rules by “de-identifying” patients — that is, changing or omitting identifying infor-
mation. 

She wrote that he agreed to not use the photographs again not because his initial 
use violated any rule, “but because he has always enjoyed a collegial professional 
relationship with the university and was simply being cooperative.” 

In a related issue, the university said Citizens for Fire Safety falsely claimed that 
the school’s Harborview burn center had sided with the trade group in a legislative 
fight in Washington state. 

In January, a representative of Citizens for Fire Safety, sometimes known as 
CFFS, sent emails to the director of a low-income housing organization encourag-
ing her to sign a letter opposing two bills that would limit the use of a flame retar-
dant. One email claimed the burn center was against the measures. 

But the university told the Tribune the burn center took no position on the bills. 
“We were unaware that CFFS was making such claims,” UW spokeswoman 

Mankowski wrote. “CFFS’ claims are untrue and, we believe, misleading.” 
Seth Jacobson, spokesman for Citizens for Fire Safety, said the matter was a sim-

ple mistake by the trade group’s representative, who meant to say in the email that 
Heimbach opposed the bills, not the burn center. 

“It’s a legitimate mistake on her part,” Jacobson said. “No nefarious misrepresen-
tations here.” 
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The first gay person I ever met
was surely not the first gay person
I ever met.

But until the day one of my best
college friends told me he was
gay, I wasn’t aware of knowing
any gay people. This was in the
early 1980s, when “coming out”
was a term still typically associ-
ated with debutantes.

A few weeks before David
made his revelation, we had met
for dinner in San Francisco, and
afterward he suggested we take a
walk. Our stroll took us to the
noisy bars on Castro Street, and
David suggested we stop for a
drink.

I had never seen so many men
unbuffered by women, or seen
men enthralled with each other. I
had never felt so different from
everyone around me.

I don’t remember exactly what
I said, just that my remarks were
slightly defensive and slightly
derisive and that David didn’t
reply.

I later suspected that David
was trying to sense my attitude
toward homosexuality. The truth
is, I didn’t have a clear attitude,
beyond some vague uneasiness
I’d inherited from the general
culture. I didn’t need to have an
attitude. As hard as it is to believe
now — in the age of “Modern
Family” and Rachel Maddow —
there was no wide public dis-
cussion of gay people, much less
of gay marriage.

And I didn’t know any gay
people. Until David let me know I
did. He was the beginning of my
evolution.

When President Barack Oba-
ma came out in favor of same-sex
marriage this week, he referred to
his evolution on the subject. Poli-
tics being the cynicism factory
that it is, the doubters howled.

Evolution? Right. Better to call
it a flip-flop. Or a flip-flop-flip,
since he supported gay marriage
before he renounced it in the
service of his political ambition.

Evolution, though, is a plausi-
ble word.

Evolution implies progress,
slow progress. One dictionary
defines it as “a gradual process in
which something changes into a
different and usually more com-
plex or better form.”

When Obama talked Wednes-
day about his evolving thoughts
on gay marriage, he focused on
his relationships with gay people
— neighbors, staff members,
soldiers, the same-sex parents of
his daughters’ friends.

For him, as for so many straight
people, it’s those ordinary re-
lationships that have added up,
one by one, to a conviction: Gay
people deserve an equal right to
marry under the law.

Most revolutions are actually
evolutions, shifts that gather force
day by day, person by person,
thought by thought, until they
burst into broad view and are
labeled change.

In the case of same-sex mar-
riage, the change is not just in
what Americans have come to
believe, it’s not only in what we
feel free to say — it’s in what
many of us feel obligated to say.

Obama would have waited
longer to exercise his obligation if
Vice President Joe Biden hadn’t
done it first, in a Sunday TV inter-
view, but part of Obama’s evolu-
tion, even if it was spurred by
politics, is knowing that it was
time. Time not just to think the
right thing, but to say it.

The number of Americans who
favor legalizing same-sex mar-
riage rises. Polling shows sup-
porters now outnumber those
opposed. The support is stronger
among the young.

Support will never be unani-
mous, but even more people will
eventually acknowledge that
allowing gay people to marry is
the American way. The change
won’t come primarily through
argument. It will come through a
more persuasive power — re-
lationships — and it will one day
be fortified by law.

Viva la evolucion.

mschmich@tribune.com

Mary Schmich

Nation also
evolving 
on gay
marriage

Reacting with outrage to the
Chicago Tribune’s investigation
of deceptive tactics that have
fueled the rise of toxic flame
retardants in American homes,
U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin on Thurs-
day demanded answers from two
federal agencies, urging them to
act aggressively to rid homes of
chemicals that pose health risks
but don’t stave off fires.

“The Tribune investigation
makes it clear that this life-
threatening issue has been
swamped by self-serving chemi-
cal companies and lack of aggres-
sive oversight by our govern-
ment,” Durbin, D-Ill., wrote to
the heads of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commis-
sion.

The Tribune’s series, “Playing
With Fire,” documented a dec-
ades-long campaign of deception
by industry interests that has

loaded the furniture and elec-
tronics in American homes with
pounds of toxic chemicals linked
to cancer, neurological deficits,
developmental problems and im-
paired fertility. 

“The ‘Playing With Fire’ series
is really a challenge to us in
Washington to get serious about
these flame retardant chemicals
and the impact they’re having on
babies and children,” Durbin said
in an interview. “The series
makes it clear that there has been
a great deal of misinformation
and deception promulgated by
chemical companies, tobacco
companies, lobbyists and others
that has created a fear factor that
has led to the overuse of some of
these chemicals.”

Durbin, the Senate’s assistant
majority leader, asked CPSC
Chairman Inez Tenenbaum why
furniture flammability rules her
agency proposed in 2008 haven’t
been formalized. Durbin chairs
the Senate committee in charge
of the CPSC’s budget.

The CPSC’s rules would likely
reduce the amount of flame
retardants in American homes
because the federal tests focus on
smoldering cigarettes and can be
met by choosing the right uphol-
stery fabrics rather than adding

pounds of chemicals to the foam
inside. Those rules would trump
the California standard that
prompts manufacturers nation-
wide to add flame retardants to
the foam in furniture and many
baby products. Government and
private tests have found no mean-
ingful difference in safety be-
tween chairs with flame-retard-
ant foam and those without.

“This (federal) rule has the
potential to be one of the top
lifesaving rules in CPSC’s history
and Chairman Tenenbaum is
committed to expediting approv-
al of a final rule while she is
chairman,” Scott Wolfson, Te-
nenbaum’s press secretary, said in
a written statement on Thursday.
When it comes to upholstered
furniture fires, he said, “90 per-
cent of the addressable deaths are
related to smoldering fires, and
the vast majority of those are
caused by cigarettes. CPSC staff
has proposed a rule that would
limit the fire spread in uphol-
stered furniture without requir-
ing the use of flame retardant
chemicals.”

In a separate letter, Durbin
urged EPA Administrator Lisa
Jackson to use all of her agency’s
powers to restrict the use of flame
retardants linked to health prob-

lems. The EPA, “wittingly or
unwittingly, has allowed the
manufacturers of these chemi-
cals to flood American house-
holds with substances that abun-
dant scientific evidence finds
harmful,” he wrote.

Durbin will urge Senate col-
leagues to revive a long-stalled
bill that would give the EPA more
authority to restrict flame retar-
dants and other compounds that
pose health risks.

The American Chemistry
Council, a trade group, said in a
statement on Thursday, “We are
committed to responsibly engag-
ing in public policy discussions so
that regulatory decisions related
to chemistry are made on a
scientific basis to fully protect
public health and the environ-
ment while encouraging Ameri-
can innovation and job growth.”

pcallahan@tribune.com
mhawthorne@tribune.com
sroe@tribune.com

Fire-retardant reform urged
Durbin calls for action in
wake of Tribune’s
‘Playing With Fire’ series

By Patricia Callahan,
Michael Hawthorne
and Sam Roe
Tribune reporters

Eight days ago, on what would
have been her late daughter’s
44th birthday, Alana Anderson
visited her grave.

“I yelled at her,” Anderson said
Thursday. “I told her this was a
very stupid thing to do, that she
had other options and that she
hurt lots of people but that she
probably hurt her son the most.”

Exactly what Amy Fry-Pitzen
did remains a mystery. Author-
ities do know that one year ago
Friday, Fry-Pitzen took her son,
Timmothy, from his kindergarten
class at an Aurora school. Three
days later, Fry-Pitzen’s body was
found at a Rockford motel.

She had committed suicide.
Six-year-old Timmothy was
missing. In a note, Fry-Pitzen said
her bright, energetic, brown-eyed
boy was safe, but she didn’t
elaborate.

Since then, Timmothy has not
surfaced and Alana Anderson has
lived in agony and anger.

“I’d kill her myself if she came
back now,” Anderson said, “for
what she’s done to the family.”

Anderson said she’s “aged 20
years in the last year.” Tim-
mothy’s father, James Pitzen,
reportedly has moved from the
family’s Aurora home and is
living out of state. Efforts to reach
him were unsuccessful.

Aurora police, who plan to
release a video of the boy on
Friday and recap the status of the
investigation, say they continue
to investigate tips they receive.

They also are reinterviewing
key people in the case. Two
investigators visited Anderson on
April 27 for nearly two hours at
her home in Antioch and video-
taped an interview, she said. They
asked her to recount events

leading to Timmothy’s disap-
pearance and asked about Fry-
Pitzen’s background.

“She was a meticulous plan-
ner,” Anderson said Thursday,
“with lots of attention to detail,
and she was extremely stubborn.”

Fry-Pitzen also had a history of
depression, but Anderson said
her daughter “was not a crazy
person.” Fry-Pitzen was “patient
and loving” with Timmothy, An-
derson said. “I would have to see
evidence before I believed she
hurt him,” she added

She maintains the love that
Fry-Pitzen and Timmothy exhib-
ited for each other demonstrates
that Fry-Pitzen would have left
him with responsible adults, as
the letter suggests, rather than
harm him.

Anderson said detectives told
her “there is not one shred of
evidence” indicating Fry-Pitzen
harmed the boy.

They suggested that they
“firmly believe he is out there,”
Anderson said, and that “they are
actively looking for him.”

An estimated 800,000 children
are reported missing every year,
according to the National Center

for Missing & Exploited Chil-
dren, a leading resource on miss-
ing and exploited children. The
vast majority of missing children
are found quickly, and the per-
centage of recoveries is rising,
said Robert Lowery, executive
director for the Missing Children
Division at the center, based in
Alexandria, Va.

“Even though the circum-
stances with Timmothy can seem
very dire,” Lowery said, “there
are still scenarios in which the
child could be alive and well.”

The NCMEC website notes
that its cold case unit has helped
resolve more than 408 long-term
cases. Lowery pointed out the
recent cases of Jaycee Dugard,
found in 2009 in California after
being missing since 1991, and
Shawn Hornbeck, found in 2007
in Missouri after more than four
years in captivity.

But Lowery noted that “time is
the enemy when children are
missing.” He had no statistics on
how the passage of time reduces
the chances of finding a missing
child.

“We don’t provide false hope,”
Lowery said, “but we don’t give

up hope.”
Timmothy Pitzen, who was 4

feet 2 inches tall and about 70
pounds at the time of his disap-
pearance, was seen last with his
mother, leaving a Wisconsin
Dells water park on May 13.

Later that night, Fry-Pitzen
checked into a Rockford motel
alone. Employees found her body
the next day after she killed
herself with a knife, authorities
said.

On May 19, officers used
bloodhounds, all-terrain vehicles
and planes to search an area 100
miles west of Chicago, where
Fry-Pitzen’s last cellphone calls
were tracked.

Authorities examined Fry-Pit-
zen’s I-PASS account and a secret
email account.

Those efforts revealed two
earlier, unexplained trips to the
region west of Chicago but noth-
ing that shed light on Timmothy’s
fate.

“I’m not numb anymore,” An-
derson said. “Now I’ve learned
what it’s like to live without them,
and I don’t like it.”

tgregory@tribune.com

Timmothy Pitzen’s
whereabouts since
his mother killed
herself are unknown. 

Alana Anderson, Timmothy Pitzen’s grandmother, sits next to a tree, at left, that the family planted on the
boy’s seventh birthday. He was 6 when he was last seen, just before his mother’s suicide a year ago.
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Year later,
boy’s fate
remains
a puzzle
Police continue seeking
clues on disappearance
of Timmothy Pitzen
By Ted Gregory
Tribune reporter

Read the Tribune’s four-
part investigation of flame

retardants, “Playing With Fire.” 

chicagotribune.com/
flames
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Fire-retardant reform urged 
Durbin calls for action in wake  

of Tribune’s ‘Playing With Fire’ series 
Friday, May 11, 2012 

By Patricia Callahan, Michael Hawthorne and Sam Roe

Reacting with outrage to the Chicago Tribune’s investigation of deceptive tactics 
that have fueled the rise of toxic flame retardants in American homes, U.S. Sen. Dick 
Durbin on Thursday demanded answers from two federal agencies, urging them to act 
aggressively to rid homes of chemicals that pose health risks but don’t stave off fires. 

“The Tribune investigation makes it clear that this life-threatening issue has 
been swamped by self-serving chemical companies and lack of aggressive oversight 
by our government,” Durbin, D-Ill., wrote to the heads of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

The Tribune’s series, “Playing With Fire,” documented a decades-long campaign 
of deception by industry interests that has loaded the furniture and electronics in 
American homes with pounds of toxic chemicals linked to cancer, neurological def-
icits, developmental problems and impaired fertility. 

“The ‘Playing With Fire’ series is really a challenge to us in Washington to get 
serious about these flame retardant chemicals and the impact they’re having on ba-
bies and children,” Durbin said in an interview. “The series makes it clear that there 
has been a great deal of misinformation and deception promulgated by chemical 
companies, tobacco companies, lobbyists and others that has created a fear factor 
that has led to the overuse of some of these chemicals.” 

Durbin, the Senate’s assistant majority leader, asked CPSC Chairman Inez Tenen-
baum why furniture flammability rules her agency proposed in 2008 haven’t been 
formalized. Durbin chairs the Senate committee in charge of the CPSC’s budget. 

The CPSC’s rules would likely reduce the amount of flame retardants in Ameri-
can homes because the federal tests focus on smoldering cigarettes and can be met 
by choosing the right upholstery fabrics rather than adding pounds of chemicals 
to the foam inside. Those rules would trump the California standard that prompts 
manufacturers nationwide to add flame retardants to the foam in furniture and 
many baby products. Government and private tests have found no meaningful dif-
ference in safety between chairs with flame-retardant foam and those without. 

“This (federal) rule has the potential to be one of the top lifesaving rules in CP-
SC’s history and Chairman Tenenbaum is committed to expediting approval of a 
final rule while she is chairman,” Scott Wolfson, Tenenbaum’s press secretary, said 
in a written statement on Thursday. When it comes to upholstered furniture fires, 
he said, “90 percent of the addressable deaths are related to smoldering fires, and 
the vast majority of those are caused by cigarettes. CPSC staff has proposed a rule 
that would limit the fire spread in upholstered furniture without requiring the use 
of flame retardant chemicals.” 

In a separate letter, Durbin urged EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson to use all of 
her agency’s powers to restrict the use of flame retardants linked to health prob-
lems. The EPA, “wittingly or unwittingly, has allowed the manufacturers of these 
chemicals to flood American households with substances that abundant scientific 
evidence finds harmful,” he wrote. 

Durbin will urge Senate colleagues to revive a long-stalled bill that would give 



the EPA more authority to restrict flame retardants and other compounds that pose 
health risks. 

The American Chemistry Council, a trade group, said in a statement on Thurs-
day, “We are committed to responsibly engaging in public policy discussions so that 
regulatory decisions related to chemistry are made on a scientific basis to fully pro-
tect public health and the environment while encouraging American innovation 
and job growth.” 
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The first signs of biparti-
san support for overhauling
the nation’s chemical safety
law emerged Monday, as
threeRepublicans joined 23
other senators calling for
tough restrictions on toxic
flame retardants.

Citing the Tribune’s
“PlayingWith Fire” investi-
gation, which exposed a
deceptive, decadeslong
campaign by the tobacco
and chemical industries to
promote flame retardants,
the lawmakers called for a
sweeping update of the fed-
eral Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act.

The 1976 law gives the
government little power to
assess or limit dangers from
flame retardants and the
scores of other chemicals
added to furniture, elec-
tronics, toys, cosmetics and
household products.

“Americans deserve to
know that the chemicals
used in everyday consumer
products are safe,” the sena-
tors wrote in a letter to Lisa
Jackson, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency
administrator.

Senators who signed the
letter included several co-
sponsors of legislation to
revamp the chemical safety
law, including Democrats
Frank Lautenberg of New
Jersey and Dick Durbin of
Illinois.

For the first time, they
were joined by Republicans
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska
and Olympia Snowe and

Susan Collins of Maine,
who broke from the strong
anti-EPA sentiment among
GOP lawmakers.

The letter stopped short
of endorsing Lautenberg’s
proposed Safe Chemicals
Act, which would give the
EPA more authority to
regulate chemicals and re-
quire manufacturers to

prove their products are
safe before putting them on
themarket.

However, the senators la-
mented that current law
requires a lengthy rule-
making process even to ob-
tain basic health and safety
information about chemi-
cals.

“This reinforces why

there is broad agreement
that (the chemical safety
law) must be reformed to
protect American families
from dangerous chemicals
inacost-effectiveway,” they
wrote.

The American Chemis-
try Council, the chief trade
group for the chemical in-
dustry, fiercely opposes
Lautenberg’s bill and has
repeatedly noted that no
Republicans support it.

“We continue to support
a bipartisan effort to pro-
duce legislation that will
create a world class system
to regulate the safe use of
chemicals and foster

American innovation and
job creation,” the group said
in a statement.

The EPA, meanwhile,
said flame retardants high-
light weaknesses in the
chemical safety law.

“It is time for this badly
outdated lawtobestrength-
ened soEPAhas the tools to
quickly and efficiently ob-
tain information from
manufacturers that is rele-
vant to determining the
safety of chemicals,” the
agency said in a statement.

“EPA also should have
clear authority to establish
safety standards that are
based on scientific risk as-

sessments, and authority to
take actionwhen chemicals
do not meet the safety
standard to reduce or elimi-
nate risk,” the statement
said.

In their letter, the sena-
tors said they also support
an EPA effort under exist-
ing law to crack down on a
group of flame retardants
known as polybrominated
diphenyl ethers, or PBDEs.

Since the 1970s, levels of
PBDE flame retardants
have dramatically built up
in breast milk and babies’
blood worldwide, and the
chemicals have been linked
to cancer, neurological defi-
cits, impaired fertility and
developmental problems.
But the chemical safety law
has made it difficult for the
EPA to take action.

Invoking rarely usedpro-
visions of the law, the EPA
has proposed rules that
wouldall butban themanu-
facturing of PBDEs in the
U.S. and block imports
without extensive and ex-
pensive testing.

The Tribune series de-
tailed how an obscure
White House office had
delayed the rules for
months under intense pres-
sure from industry lobbyists
to back off.

Industry groups fear that
adopting the rules would
set a precedent that would
make it easier to take action
against other toxic chemi-
cals.

While the rules have
since been released for pub-
lic comment, several hur-
dles remain. After the EPA
issues another version re-
flecting outside comments,
the rules go back to the
same White House office
for another review.

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

3 GOP senators join flame retardant push
Bipartisan group
backs restrictions,
tells EPA safety law
‘must be reformed’
ByMichael
Hawthorne
Tribune reporter
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“Americans deserve to know that
the chemicals used in everyday
consumer products are safe.”
— letter to EPA signed by 26 senators

Sens. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., and Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speak in May at a rally for a bill that would toughen regulation of
chemicals such as flame retardants. On Monday senators from both parties backed updating chemical safety law.

depending on how voters
view Americans earning
more than $250,000 — the
top2percentof the income
scale.

EvenbeforeObama’san-
nouncement, the Romney
campaign sought to push
its interpretation, issuing a
statement, echoed by con-
gressionalGOP leaders, ac-
cusingObamaof seeking to
“raise taxes on families, job
creators and small busi-
nesses.”

Later, in a radio inter-
view, Romney called Oba-
ma’s plan “a massive tax
increase on job creators
and on small business.”

“Successful small busi-
nesses will see their taxes
go up dramatically, and
that will kill jobs,” he told
conservative radio host
John Fredericks, who’s
based in Hampton Roads,
Va., in an interview taped
to air Tuesdaymorning.

Obama was equally em-
phatic in framing the de-
bate his way. “I’m calling
on Congress to extend the
tax cuts for the 98 percent
of Americans who make
less than$250,000,”hesaid
Monday in the White
House East Room with a
group the administration
identified as working
Americans behind him.

The president and his
advisershope touse the tax
issue on three levels. Oba-
ma wants voters to see the
election as a choice be-
tween two competing
ideologies, rather than as
simply a referendum on
the economic conditions of
the last 31⁄2 years. High-
lighting a major policy is-
sue on which he and the
Republicans disagreehelps
that effort.

The nation’s economic
recovery is being impeded
by “a stalemate in this town
… between two very differ-
ent views about which di-
rectionweshouldgo in as a
country. And nowhere is
that stalemate more pro-
nounced than on the issue
of taxes,” Obama said.

The near certainty that
Congress will not act on a
tax bill in the next several
months also allows Obama
to continue one of his
favorite campaign motifs:
running against a “do-
nothingCongress.”

Finally, although he did
not mention his rival by
name, a public debate on

taxes plays into the Obama
campaign’s separate effort
to raise questions about
Romney’s taxes. Obama
campaign aides have ham-
mered at Romney in recent
days, suggesting his deci-
sion to release only two
years of returns implies he
must be hiding something.

The issue “sets up a
contrast about the choices
and priorities of the candi-
dates,” said a seniorObama
campaign official, speaking
anonymously to discuss
campaign strategy.

The issue also creates
stresses in both parties,
whichwill become evident
over thenext fewweeks. In
the House, Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, has
promised a vote to keep all
tax rates at the levels estab-
lished under Bush. A vote
on extending all the tax
cuts for one year revs up
GOP voters but also is
designed to be difficult for
Democrats from conserva-
tive-leaning swing dis-
tricts. Some of them likely
will abandon the president
rather than risk being at-
tacked for raising taxes.

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., plans
to put Republican senators

in a similar bind byholding
a vote on what Obama has
called for: extending tax
rates only for those in the
middle class. Some Demo-
crats, however, would like
to draw that line at in-
comes of $1 million rather
than $250,000.

Republican leaders op-
pose extending only the
middle-income tax cuts
now, fearing they would
lose whatever leverage
they would have after the
election to force Obama to
accept an upper-income
cut. But some Republican
senators facing re-election
will be loath to vote against
a tax cut for middle-class
voters.

The House and Senate
votes are expected to be
among the last ones of the
summer, sending lawmak-
ers home for the long
August recessofcampaign-
ing with a major dividing
line between the parties.

Polls generally show
voters are happy to tax the
rich,withmajorities agree-
ing with the president that
those with the highest in-
comes should pay more
taxes.

At the same time, polls
also show thatRepublicans

do better when they frame
upper-income tax in-
creases as a threat to small
businesses, a group that
voters tend to like.

“No one should see an
income tax hike next year
— not families, not small
businesses and other job
creators,” Senate Repub-
lican leaderMitchMcCon-
nell, R-Ky., saidMonday.

In the East Room, Oba-
mamadehiscase foraction
now.

Noting that both parties
agreeonextending taxcuts
for the middle class, Oba-
ma said Congress should
approve that step right
away and argue about the
rest later.

“Let’s not hold the vast
majority of Americans and
our entire economy hos-
tage while we debate the
merits of another tax cut
for thewealthy,” he said.

For the assembled audi-
ence, it was an applause
line. Elsewhere, critics
werealready firingoff their
rejoinders.

TribuneNewspapers’ David
Lauter and Maeve Reston
contributed.

cparsons@tribune.com

Obama ratchets up tax-cut talk
Continued from Page 1

Standing with a group the White House identified as working Americans, President
Barack Obama urges Congress to extend the George W. Bush-era tax cuts for one year.
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WASHINGTON — Mitt
Romney and the Repub-
lican Party claimed victory
in the money race last
month, out-raising Presi-
dent Barack Obama and the
Democratic Party by
$35 million, ac-
cording to figures
put out by both
campaigns Mon-
day.

Obama and the
Democratic Na-
tional Committee
had their strongest
fundraising month
of the campaign in
June, reeling in a
combined $71 million from
more than 706,000 individ-
ual donors.

But thatwasn’t enough to
surpassRomney,who,along
with the Republican Na-
tional Committee and sev-
eral state parties, pulled in
$106.1 million, marking the
second consecutive month
the GOP nominee’s com-
bined fundraising efforts
outpaced those of the in-
cumbent president. (In
May, Romney’s joint fund-
raising pulled in $76.8 mil-
lion, topping Obama’s com-
bined take of $60million.)

Thenine-figurehaulpro-
pelled Romney to his best
fundraising month yet, as
the former Massachusetts
governor continued to capi-
talize on the large checks,
up to $75,800, that he can
now solicit through joint
fundraising with the Re-
publicanPartyandaffiliated
committees.

The total also was boost-
ed by the Supreme Court’s
decision to uphold Obama’s
health care law; a Romney
representative claimed
$4.6 million — mostly in
small donations — came
into the joint fundraising
effort in the 24 hours after
the decision.

The Obama campaign
has said it too received a
flood of donations after the
health care ruling, but it has
not specified the amount.

The Obama campaign’s
chief operating officer, Ann
Marie Habershaw, ac-
knowledged the widening
money gap in an email to
donors that pressured them
to givemore.

“We still got beat — and
not by a little bit. Romney
and Republicans raised
more than $106million, not

even including money to
pro-Romney super PACs,”
Habershawwrote.

“Ifwe lose this election, it
will be because we didn’t
close the gap enough when
we had the chance,” Ha-
bershaw said, directing do-
nors to the campaign’s on-
line donations page.

The Romney
campaign credit-
ed its June bounty
to donors’ enthu-
siasm for ousting
Obama from the
WhiteHouse.

“Mitt Romney’s
message of restor-
ing economic se-
curity and re-
building our mid-

dle class is clearly resonat-
ing across the country,” said
Spencer Zwick, Romney’s
national finance chairman.

“In the months to come,
these resources will be cru-
cial to highlighting the dif-
ference between President
Obama’s broken promises
and Mitt Romney’s plan to
get America on the right
track again.”

The Romney campaign
said the tally of individual
donors who gave to the
campaign last month was
not yet available.

For weeks, Obama cam-
paign officials had antici-
pated a lopsided financial
advantage in Romney’s fa-
vor.

In an email to supporters
in the last week of June,
with the subject line “I will
be outspent,” the Obama
campaign sought to use
Romney’s fundraising
prowess as a rallying point
forDemocrats.

“I will be the first presi-
dent inmodernhistory tobe
outspent in his reelection
campaign, if things contin-
ue as they have so far,” said
the email signed by the
president.

The former Massachu-
setts governor and the RNC
ended June with $160 mil-
lion in thebank.TheObama
campaign declined to re-
lease its cash on hand fig-
ures.

More information on the
campaigns’ war chests, and
how they’ve been spending
those resources, will be
available later this month,
when the financial reports
are due at the Federal Elec-
tionCommission.

memason@tribune.com

Romney’s fundraising
again beats Obama’s
ByMelanieMason
TribuneWashington Bureau

Romney
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3 GOP senators join  
flame retardant push 

Bipartisan group backs restrictions,  
tells EPA safety law ‘must be reformed’ 

Tuesday, July 10, 2012 

By Michael Hawthorne

The first signs of bipartisan support for overhauling the nation’s chemical safe-
ty law emerged Monday, as three Republicans joined 23 other senators calling for 
tough restrictions on toxic flame retardants. 

Citing the Tribune’s “Playing With Fire” investigation, which exposed a decep-
tive, decadeslong campaign by the tobacco and chemical industries to promote 
flame retardants, the lawmakers called for a sweeping update of the federal Toxic 
Substances Control Act. 

The 1976 law gives the government little power to assess or limit dangers from 
flame retardants and the scores of other chemicals added to furniture, electronics, 
toys, cosmetics and household products. 

“Americans deserve to know that the chemicals used in everyday consumer 
products are safe,” the senators wrote in a letter to Lisa Jackson, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency administrator. 

Senators who signed the letter included several co-sponsors of legislation to re-
vamp the chemical safety law, including Democrats Frank Lautenberg of New Jer-
sey and Dick Durbin of Illinois.

For the first time, they were joined by Republicans Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
and Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins of Maine, who broke from the strong anti-
EPA sentiment among GOP lawmakers. 

The letter stopped short of endorsing Lautenberg’s proposed Safe Chemicals 
Act, which would give the EPA more authority to regulate chemicals and require 
manufacturers to prove their products are safe before putting them on the market. 

However, the senators lamented that current law requires a lengthy rule-making 
process even to obtain basic health and safety information about chemicals. 

“This reinforces why there is broad agreement that (the chemical safety law) 
must be reformed to protect American families from dangerous chemicals in a cost-
effective way,” they wrote. 

The American Chemistry Council, the chief trade group for the chemical indus-
try, fiercely opposes Lautenberg’s bill and has repeatedly noted that no Republicans 
support it. 

“We continue to support a bipartisan effort to produce legislation that will cre-
ate a world class system to regulate the safe use of chemicals and foster American 
innovation and job creation,” the group said in a statement. 

The EPA, meanwhile, said flame retardants highlight weaknesses in the chemi-
cal safety law. 

“It is time for this badly outdated law to be strengthened so EPA has the tools to 
quickly and efficiently obtain information from manufacturers that is relevant to 
determining the safety of chemicals,” the agency said in a statement. 

“EPA also should have clear authority to establish safety standards that are based 
on scientific risk assessments, and authority to take action when chemicals do not 



meet the safety standard to reduce or 
eliminate risk,” the statement said. 

In their letter, the senators said 
they also support an EPA effort under 
existing law to crack down on a group 
of flame retardants known as polybro-
minated diphenyl ethers, or PBDEs. 

Since the 1970s, levels of PBDE 
flame retardants have dramatically 
built up in breast milk and babies’ 
blood worldwide, and the chemicals 
have been linked to cancer, neuro-
logical deficits, impaired fertility and 
developmental problems. But the 
chemical safety law has made it difficult for the EPA to take action. 

Invoking rarely used provisions of the law, the EPA has proposed rules that would 
all but ban the manufacturing of PBDEs in the U.S. and block imports without ex-
tensive and expensive testing. 

The Tribune series detailed how an obscure White House office had delayed the 
rules for months under intense pressure from industry lobbyists to back off. 

Industry groups fear that adopting the rules would set a precedent that would 
make it easier to take action against other toxic chemicals. 

While the rules have since been released for public comment, several hurdles 
remain. After the EPA issues another version reflecting outside comments, the rules 
go back to the same White House office for another review. 

CHRIS MADDALONI/ROLL CALL PHOTO

Sens. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., and Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speak 
in May at a rally for a bill that would toughen regulation of 
chemicals such as flame retardants. On Monday senators 
from both parties backed updating chemical safety law. 
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The first signs of biparti-
san support for overhauling
the nation’s chemical safety
law emerged Monday, as
threeRepublicans joined 23
other senators calling for
tough restrictions on toxic
flame retardants.

Citing the Tribune’s
“PlayingWith Fire” investi-
gation, which exposed a
deceptive, decadeslong
campaign by the tobacco
and chemical industries to
promote flame retardants,
the lawmakers called for a
sweeping update of the fed-
eral Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act.

The 1976 law gives the
government little power to
assess or limit dangers from
flame retardants and the
scores of other chemicals
added to furniture, elec-
tronics, toys, cosmetics and
household products.

“Americans deserve to
know that the chemicals
used in everyday consumer
products are safe,” the sena-
tors wrote in a letter to Lisa
Jackson, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency
administrator.

Senators who signed the
letter included several co-
sponsors of legislation to
revamp the chemical safety
law, including Democrats
Frank Lautenberg of New
Jersey and Dick Durbin of
Illinois.

For the first time, they
were joined by Republicans
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska
and Olympia Snowe and

Susan Collins of Maine,
who broke from the strong
anti-EPA sentiment among
GOP lawmakers.

The letter stopped short
of endorsing Lautenberg’s
proposed Safe Chemicals
Act, which would give the
EPA more authority to
regulate chemicals and re-
quire manufacturers to

prove their products are
safe before putting them on
themarket.

However, the senators la-
mented that current law
requires a lengthy rule-
making process even to ob-
tain basic health and safety
information about chemi-
cals.

“This reinforces why

there is broad agreement
that (the chemical safety
law) must be reformed to
protect American families
from dangerous chemicals
inacost-effectiveway,” they
wrote.

The American Chemis-
try Council, the chief trade
group for the chemical in-
dustry, fiercely opposes
Lautenberg’s bill and has
repeatedly noted that no
Republicans support it.

“We continue to support
a bipartisan effort to pro-
duce legislation that will
create a world class system
to regulate the safe use of
chemicals and foster

American innovation and
job creation,” the group said
in a statement.

The EPA, meanwhile,
said flame retardants high-
light weaknesses in the
chemical safety law.

“It is time for this badly
outdated lawtobestrength-
ened soEPAhas the tools to
quickly and efficiently ob-
tain information from
manufacturers that is rele-
vant to determining the
safety of chemicals,” the
agency said in a statement.

“EPA also should have
clear authority to establish
safety standards that are
based on scientific risk as-

sessments, and authority to
take actionwhen chemicals
do not meet the safety
standard to reduce or elimi-
nate risk,” the statement
said.

In their letter, the sena-
tors said they also support
an EPA effort under exist-
ing law to crack down on a
group of flame retardants
known as polybrominated
diphenyl ethers, or PBDEs.

Since the 1970s, levels of
PBDE flame retardants
have dramatically built up
in breast milk and babies’
blood worldwide, and the
chemicals have been linked
to cancer, neurological defi-
cits, impaired fertility and
developmental problems.
But the chemical safety law
has made it difficult for the
EPA to take action.

Invoking rarely usedpro-
visions of the law, the EPA
has proposed rules that
wouldall butban themanu-
facturing of PBDEs in the
U.S. and block imports
without extensive and ex-
pensive testing.

The Tribune series de-
tailed how an obscure
White House office had
delayed the rules for
months under intense pres-
sure from industry lobbyists
to back off.

Industry groups fear that
adopting the rules would
set a precedent that would
make it easier to take action
against other toxic chemi-
cals.

While the rules have
since been released for pub-
lic comment, several hur-
dles remain. After the EPA
issues another version re-
flecting outside comments,
the rules go back to the
same White House office
for another review.

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

3 GOP senators join flame retardant push
Bipartisan group
backs restrictions,
tells EPA safety law
‘must be reformed’
ByMichael
Hawthorne
Tribune reporter
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“Americans deserve to know that
the chemicals used in everyday
consumer products are safe.”
— letter to EPA signed by 26 senators

Sens. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., and Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speak in May at a rally for a bill that would toughen regulation of
chemicals such as flame retardants. On Monday senators from both parties backed updating chemical safety law.

depending on how voters
view Americans earning
more than $250,000 — the
top2percentof the income
scale.

EvenbeforeObama’san-
nouncement, the Romney
campaign sought to push
its interpretation, issuing a
statement, echoed by con-
gressionalGOP leaders, ac-
cusingObamaof seeking to
“raise taxes on families, job
creators and small busi-
nesses.”

Later, in a radio inter-
view, Romney called Oba-
ma’s plan “a massive tax
increase on job creators
and on small business.”

“Successful small busi-
nesses will see their taxes
go up dramatically, and
that will kill jobs,” he told
conservative radio host
John Fredericks, who’s
based in Hampton Roads,
Va., in an interview taped
to air Tuesdaymorning.

Obama was equally em-
phatic in framing the de-
bate his way. “I’m calling
on Congress to extend the
tax cuts for the 98 percent
of Americans who make
less than$250,000,”hesaid
Monday in the White
House East Room with a
group the administration
identified as working
Americans behind him.

The president and his
advisershope touse the tax
issue on three levels. Oba-
ma wants voters to see the
election as a choice be-
tween two competing
ideologies, rather than as
simply a referendum on
the economic conditions of
the last 31⁄2 years. High-
lighting a major policy is-
sue on which he and the
Republicans disagreehelps
that effort.

The nation’s economic
recovery is being impeded
by “a stalemate in this town
… between two very differ-
ent views about which di-
rectionweshouldgo in as a
country. And nowhere is
that stalemate more pro-
nounced than on the issue
of taxes,” Obama said.

The near certainty that
Congress will not act on a
tax bill in the next several
months also allows Obama
to continue one of his
favorite campaign motifs:
running against a “do-
nothingCongress.”

Finally, although he did
not mention his rival by
name, a public debate on

taxes plays into the Obama
campaign’s separate effort
to raise questions about
Romney’s taxes. Obama
campaign aides have ham-
mered at Romney in recent
days, suggesting his deci-
sion to release only two
years of returns implies he
must be hiding something.

The issue “sets up a
contrast about the choices
and priorities of the candi-
dates,” said a seniorObama
campaign official, speaking
anonymously to discuss
campaign strategy.

The issue also creates
stresses in both parties,
whichwill become evident
over thenext fewweeks. In
the House, Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, has
promised a vote to keep all
tax rates at the levels estab-
lished under Bush. A vote
on extending all the tax
cuts for one year revs up
GOP voters but also is
designed to be difficult for
Democrats from conserva-
tive-leaning swing dis-
tricts. Some of them likely
will abandon the president
rather than risk being at-
tacked for raising taxes.

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., plans
to put Republican senators

in a similar bind byholding
a vote on what Obama has
called for: extending tax
rates only for those in the
middle class. Some Demo-
crats, however, would like
to draw that line at in-
comes of $1 million rather
than $250,000.

Republican leaders op-
pose extending only the
middle-income tax cuts
now, fearing they would
lose whatever leverage
they would have after the
election to force Obama to
accept an upper-income
cut. But some Republican
senators facing re-election
will be loath to vote against
a tax cut for middle-class
voters.

The House and Senate
votes are expected to be
among the last ones of the
summer, sending lawmak-
ers home for the long
August recessofcampaign-
ing with a major dividing
line between the parties.

Polls generally show
voters are happy to tax the
rich,withmajorities agree-
ing with the president that
those with the highest in-
comes should pay more
taxes.

At the same time, polls
also show thatRepublicans

do better when they frame
upper-income tax in-
creases as a threat to small
businesses, a group that
voters tend to like.

“No one should see an
income tax hike next year
— not families, not small
businesses and other job
creators,” Senate Repub-
lican leaderMitchMcCon-
nell, R-Ky., saidMonday.

In the East Room, Oba-
mamadehiscase foraction
now.

Noting that both parties
agreeonextending taxcuts
for the middle class, Oba-
ma said Congress should
approve that step right
away and argue about the
rest later.

“Let’s not hold the vast
majority of Americans and
our entire economy hos-
tage while we debate the
merits of another tax cut
for thewealthy,” he said.

For the assembled audi-
ence, it was an applause
line. Elsewhere, critics
werealready firingoff their
rejoinders.

TribuneNewspapers’ David
Lauter and Maeve Reston
contributed.

cparsons@tribune.com

Obama ratchets up tax-cut talk
Continued from Page 1

Standing with a group the White House identified as working Americans, President
Barack Obama urges Congress to extend the George W. Bush-era tax cuts for one year.
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WASHINGTON — Mitt
Romney and the Repub-
lican Party claimed victory
in the money race last
month, out-raising Presi-
dent Barack Obama and the
Democratic Party by
$35 million, ac-
cording to figures
put out by both
campaigns Mon-
day.

Obama and the
Democratic Na-
tional Committee
had their strongest
fundraising month
of the campaign in
June, reeling in a
combined $71 million from
more than 706,000 individ-
ual donors.

But thatwasn’t enough to
surpassRomney,who,along
with the Republican Na-
tional Committee and sev-
eral state parties, pulled in
$106.1 million, marking the
second consecutive month
the GOP nominee’s com-
bined fundraising efforts
outpaced those of the in-
cumbent president. (In
May, Romney’s joint fund-
raising pulled in $76.8 mil-
lion, topping Obama’s com-
bined take of $60million.)

Thenine-figurehaulpro-
pelled Romney to his best
fundraising month yet, as
the former Massachusetts
governor continued to capi-
talize on the large checks,
up to $75,800, that he can
now solicit through joint
fundraising with the Re-
publicanPartyandaffiliated
committees.

The total also was boost-
ed by the Supreme Court’s
decision to uphold Obama’s
health care law; a Romney
representative claimed
$4.6 million — mostly in
small donations — came
into the joint fundraising
effort in the 24 hours after
the decision.

The Obama campaign
has said it too received a
flood of donations after the
health care ruling, but it has
not specified the amount.

The Obama campaign’s
chief operating officer, Ann
Marie Habershaw, ac-
knowledged the widening
money gap in an email to
donors that pressured them
to givemore.

“We still got beat — and
not by a little bit. Romney
and Republicans raised
more than $106million, not

even including money to
pro-Romney super PACs,”
Habershawwrote.

“Ifwe lose this election, it
will be because we didn’t
close the gap enough when
we had the chance,” Ha-
bershaw said, directing do-
nors to the campaign’s on-
line donations page.

The Romney
campaign credit-
ed its June bounty
to donors’ enthu-
siasm for ousting
Obama from the
WhiteHouse.

“Mitt Romney’s
message of restor-
ing economic se-
curity and re-
building our mid-

dle class is clearly resonat-
ing across the country,” said
Spencer Zwick, Romney’s
national finance chairman.

“In the months to come,
these resources will be cru-
cial to highlighting the dif-
ference between President
Obama’s broken promises
and Mitt Romney’s plan to
get America on the right
track again.”

The Romney campaign
said the tally of individual
donors who gave to the
campaign last month was
not yet available.

For weeks, Obama cam-
paign officials had antici-
pated a lopsided financial
advantage in Romney’s fa-
vor.

In an email to supporters
in the last week of June,
with the subject line “I will
be outspent,” the Obama
campaign sought to use
Romney’s fundraising
prowess as a rallying point
forDemocrats.

“I will be the first presi-
dent inmodernhistory tobe
outspent in his reelection
campaign, if things contin-
ue as they have so far,” said
the email signed by the
president.

The former Massachu-
setts governor and the RNC
ended June with $160 mil-
lion in thebank.TheObama
campaign declined to re-
lease its cash on hand fig-
ures.

More information on the
campaigns’ war chests, and
how they’ve been spending
those resources, will be
available later this month,
when the financial reports
are due at the Federal Elec-
tionCommission.

memason@tribune.com

Romney’s fundraising
again beats Obama’s
ByMelanieMason
TribuneWashington Bureau

Romney
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authority to force harmful
substances off the market
under legislation approved
along party lines Wednes-
day by a Senate committee.

With research increas-
ingly linking toxic chemi-
cals to cancer, learningdisa-
bilities and other health
problems, the vote repre-

WASHINGTON —
Chemical companieswould
needtoprovidemorehealth
and safety information
about their products and
regulatorswouldhavemore

sented a symbolic victory in
a decades-long effort to
keep troublesome com-
pounds out of furniture,
toys, cosmetics, electronics
and other household prod-
ucts.

The Safe Chemicals Act
would be the first overhaul
of federal chemical law
since 1976, but majority
Democrats acknowledged
the bill likely will not ad-
vance further without at

least some bipartisan sup-
port. Every Republican sen-
ator on the Environment
and Public Works Commit-
tee opposed themeasure.

Sponsoring Sen. Frank
Lautenberg, D-N.J., has in-
troduced versions of the
legislation every year since
2005. Democrats revived
the bill following a Tribune
investigative series about
toxic flame retardants,
many of which remain on

the market despite studies
that link them to health
problems.

In an attempt to garner
more votes, Lautenberg
pared back several of the
bill’s toughest provisions.
One of the biggest conces-
sionswas languageallowing
chemical companies to
keep putting new products
on themarketwithout thor-
ough safety testing, though
the Environmental Protec-
tionAgencywouldgetmore
authority to screen chemi-
cals and require studies of
potential health effects.

If research raised con-
cerns about a chemical, the
legislation would make it
easier to force companies to
stopmaking the product.

“Too many toxic chemi-
cals end up in everyday
consumerproducts, and too
many of our children are
born with untested indus-
trial chemicals in their bod-
ies,” said Lautenberg, citing
support from more than
300 groups of physicians,
scientists, public health ad-
vocates and environmental
organizations. “This legisla-
tion establishes a strong but
practical system for guaran-
teeing the safety of chemi-
cals, and that will protect
American families.”

Republicans said that
calling for a vote now dis-
rupted behind-the-scenes
negotiations on a new ver-
sion of the bill. Industry
lobbyists have suggested
some changes in those
meetings but have stopped
short of going through the
bill line by line as Demo-
crats urged them to do.

Opponents declined to
submit alternatives public-
ly, other than a short
amendment that Demo-
crats said would tangle the
EPA in bureaucratic knots
and lead to further delays in
chemical screenings. That
proposal failed on a party-
line vote.

“Everybody agrees we
need … reform,” said Sen.
DavidVitter,R-La.,whohas
been negotiating with Lau-
tenberg for months on a
potential compromise. “But
I think this is a step back-
ward.”

After thevote, theAmeri-
can Chemistry Council, an
industry trade group that
spent $10.3 million on lob-
bying last year, issued a
statement calling the bill
“fundamentally flawed in
many critical areas.”

The group opposes the
proposed safety standard
for chemicals and said pro-
visions requiringmore pub-
lic information about com-
pounds would “undermine
long-standing protections
of trade secrets, seriously
hampering innovations in
newproductsandtechnolo-
gies.”

Lautenberg’s bill would
revamp the Toxic Substan-
ces Control Act, a 1976 law
that gives the government
little power to assess or
limit dangers from industri-
al chemicals. Citing loop-
holes in the law, the EPA
acknowledges that it knows
little, if anything, about the
safety of most of the 84,000
industrial compounds in
commercial use in theU.S.

Neither regulators nor
consumers can tell what
specific substances are used
in many products, meaning
it can take years for inde-
pendent scientists to iden-
tifychemicals, track themin
the environment and deter-
mine if they cause harm.

“EPA has not been living
up to what the American
public expects,” James
Jones, the agency’s top
chemical safety official, told
the Senate panel at a hear-
ing Tuesday. “But a good
deal of that has to do with
the challenges that the law
creates for us.”

A growing list of critics—
including the nation’s lead-
ing group of pediatricians
and the Government Ac-
countability Office, the in-
vestigative arm of Congress
—have called for a dramatic
overhaul.

“A lot of folks have
worked hard to find middle
ground,” saidRichardDeni-
son, a senior scientist at the
nonprofit Environmental
DefenseFundwhohasbeen
working on the issue for
years. “This bill is an impor-
tant step that places the
burdenonchemical compa-
nies to prove their products
are safe, rather than on the
EPA to prove they are un-
safe.”

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
D-N.J., has brought versions
of the Safe Chemicals Act
to Congress since 2005.
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Senate committee OKs chemical bill
Measure requiring companies to be more
transparent advances on party-line vote

ByMichael
Hawthorne
Tribune reporter
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Senate committee  
OKs chemical bill 

Measure requiring companies to be more  
transparent advances on party-line vote 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 

By Michael Hawthorne

Chemical companies would need to provide more health and safety information 
about their products and regulators would have more authority to force harmful 
substances off the market under legislation approved along party lines Wednesday 
by a Senate committee. 

With research increasingly linking toxic chemicals to cancer, learning disabilities 
and other health problems, the vote represented a symbolic victory in a decades-
long effort to keep troublesome compounds out of furniture, toys, cosmetics, elec-
tronics and other household products. 

The Safe Chemicals Act would be the first overhaul of federal chemical law since 
1976, but majority Democrats acknowledged the bill likely will not advance further 
without at least some bipartisan support. Every Republican senator on the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee opposed the measure. 

Sponsoring Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., has introduced versions of the legis-
lation every year since 2005. Democrats revived the bill following a Tribune inves-
tigative series about toxic flame retardants, many of which remain on the market 
despite studies that link them to health problems. 

In an attempt to garner more votes, Lautenberg pared back several of the bill’s 
toughest provisions. One of the biggest concessions was language allowing chemi-
cal companies to keep putting new products on the market without thorough safety 
testing, though the Environmental Protection Agency would get more authority to 
screen chemicals and require studies of potential health effects. 

If research raised concerns about a chemical, the legislation would make it easier 
to force companies to stop making the product. 

“Too many toxic chemicals end up in everyday consumer products, and too 
many of our children are born with untested industrial chemicals in their bodies,” 
said Lautenberg, citing support from more than 300 groups of physicians, scientists, 
public health advocates and environmental organizations. “This legislation estab-
lishes a strong but practical system for guaranteeing the safety of chemicals, and 
that will protect American families.” 

Republicans said that calling for a vote now disrupted behind-the-scenes negoti-
ations on a new version of the bill. Industry lobbyists have suggested some changes 
in those meetings but have stopped short of going through the bill line by line as 
Democrats urged them to do. 

Opponents declined to submit alternatives publicly, other than a short amend-
ment that Democrats said would tangle the EPA in bureaucratic knots and lead to 
further delays in chemical screenings. That proposal failed on a party-line vote. 

“Everybody agrees we need ... reform,” said Sen. David Vitter, R-La., who has 
been negotiating with Lautenberg for months on a potential compromise. “But I 
think this is a step backward.” 

After the vote, the American Chemistry Council, an industry trade group that 



spent $10.3 million on lobbying last year, issued a statement calling the bill “funda-
mentally flawed in many critical areas.” 

The group opposes the proposed safety standard for chemicals and said pro-
visions requiring more public information about compounds would “undermine 
long-standing protections of trade secrets, seriously hampering innovations in new 
products and technologies.” 

Lautenberg’s bill would revamp the Toxic Substances Control Act, a 1976 law that 
gives the government little power to assess or limit dangers 
from industrial chemicals. Citing loopholes in the law, the 
EPA acknowledges that it knows little, if anything, about 
the safety of most of the 84,000 industrial compounds in 
commercial use in the U.S. 

Neither regulators nor consumers can tell what specific 
substances are used in many products, meaning it can take 
years for independent scientists to identify chemicals, track 
them in the environment and determine if they cause harm. 

“EPA has not been living up to what the American pub-
lic expects,” James Jones, the agency’s top chemical safety 
official, told the Senate panel at a hearing Tuesday. “But a 
good deal of that has to do with the challenges that the law 
creates for us.” 

A growing list of critics -- including the nation’s leading 
group of pediatricians and the Government Accountability Office, the investigative 
arm of Congress -- have called for a dramatic overhaul. 

“A lot of folks have worked hard to find middle ground,” said Richard Denison, a 
senior scientist at the nonprofit Environmental Defense Fund who has been work-
ing on the issue for years. “This bill is an important step that places the burden on 
chemical companies to prove their products are safe, rather than on the EPA to 
prove they are unsafe.”
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authority to force harmful
substances off the market
under legislation approved
along party lines Wednes-
day by a Senate committee.

With research increas-
ingly linking toxic chemi-
cals to cancer, learningdisa-
bilities and other health
problems, the vote repre-

WASHINGTON —
Chemical companieswould
needtoprovidemorehealth
and safety information
about their products and
regulatorswouldhavemore

sented a symbolic victory in
a decades-long effort to
keep troublesome com-
pounds out of furniture,
toys, cosmetics, electronics
and other household prod-
ucts.

The Safe Chemicals Act
would be the first overhaul
of federal chemical law
since 1976, but majority
Democrats acknowledged
the bill likely will not ad-
vance further without at

least some bipartisan sup-
port. Every Republican sen-
ator on the Environment
and Public Works Commit-
tee opposed themeasure.

Sponsoring Sen. Frank
Lautenberg, D-N.J., has in-
troduced versions of the
legislation every year since
2005. Democrats revived
the bill following a Tribune
investigative series about
toxic flame retardants,
many of which remain on

the market despite studies
that link them to health
problems.

In an attempt to garner
more votes, Lautenberg
pared back several of the
bill’s toughest provisions.
One of the biggest conces-
sionswas languageallowing
chemical companies to
keep putting new products
on themarketwithout thor-
ough safety testing, though
the Environmental Protec-
tionAgencywouldgetmore
authority to screen chemi-
cals and require studies of
potential health effects.

If research raised con-
cerns about a chemical, the
legislation would make it
easier to force companies to
stopmaking the product.

“Too many toxic chemi-
cals end up in everyday
consumerproducts, and too
many of our children are
born with untested indus-
trial chemicals in their bod-
ies,” said Lautenberg, citing
support from more than
300 groups of physicians,
scientists, public health ad-
vocates and environmental
organizations. “This legisla-
tion establishes a strong but
practical system for guaran-
teeing the safety of chemi-
cals, and that will protect
American families.”

Republicans said that
calling for a vote now dis-
rupted behind-the-scenes
negotiations on a new ver-
sion of the bill. Industry
lobbyists have suggested
some changes in those
meetings but have stopped
short of going through the
bill line by line as Demo-
crats urged them to do.

Opponents declined to
submit alternatives public-
ly, other than a short
amendment that Demo-
crats said would tangle the
EPA in bureaucratic knots
and lead to further delays in
chemical screenings. That
proposal failed on a party-
line vote.

“Everybody agrees we
need … reform,” said Sen.
DavidVitter,R-La.,whohas
been negotiating with Lau-
tenberg for months on a
potential compromise. “But
I think this is a step back-
ward.”

After thevote, theAmeri-
can Chemistry Council, an
industry trade group that
spent $10.3 million on lob-
bying last year, issued a
statement calling the bill
“fundamentally flawed in
many critical areas.”

The group opposes the
proposed safety standard
for chemicals and said pro-
visions requiringmore pub-
lic information about com-
pounds would “undermine
long-standing protections
of trade secrets, seriously
hampering innovations in
newproductsandtechnolo-
gies.”

Lautenberg’s bill would
revamp the Toxic Substan-
ces Control Act, a 1976 law
that gives the government
little power to assess or
limit dangers from industri-
al chemicals. Citing loop-
holes in the law, the EPA
acknowledges that it knows
little, if anything, about the
safety of most of the 84,000
industrial compounds in
commercial use in theU.S.

Neither regulators nor
consumers can tell what
specific substances are used
in many products, meaning
it can take years for inde-
pendent scientists to iden-
tifychemicals, track themin
the environment and deter-
mine if they cause harm.

“EPA has not been living
up to what the American
public expects,” James
Jones, the agency’s top
chemical safety official, told
the Senate panel at a hear-
ing Tuesday. “But a good
deal of that has to do with
the challenges that the law
creates for us.”

A growing list of critics—
including the nation’s lead-
ing group of pediatricians
and the Government Ac-
countability Office, the in-
vestigative arm of Congress
—have called for a dramatic
overhaul.

“A lot of folks have
worked hard to find middle
ground,” saidRichardDeni-
son, a senior scientist at the
nonprofit Environmental
DefenseFundwhohasbeen
working on the issue for
years. “This bill is an impor-
tant step that places the
burdenonchemical compa-
nies to prove their products
are safe, rather than on the
EPA to prove they are un-
safe.”
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Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
D-N.J., has brought versions
of the Safe Chemicals Act
to Congress since 2005.
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Senate committee OKs chemical bill
Measure requiring companies to be more
transparent advances on party-line vote

ByMichael
Hawthorne
Tribune reporter



Workers who did not want to identify the company they
were working for install a device Tuesday on Pershing Road,
a site where the city plans to test a speed camera.
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Even as Chicago pre-
pares to test speed cameras
nextweek, problems in Bal-
timore’s 3-year-old camera
program are raising ques-
tions about one of the bid-
ders for Mayor Rahm

Emanuel’s controversial
proposal that could target
speeders in school and park
zones over half the city.

XeroxState&LocalSolu-
tions Inc., one of two firms
selected by the Emanuel
administration to test cam-
eras in Chicago, has come
under scrutiny in recent

months for faulty equip-
ment and thousands of er-
roneous tickets issued in
Baltimore over the past
three years.

Judges sidedwithmotor-
ists in more than half of the
contested tickets examined
in a Nov. 18 investigative
report by The Baltimore
Sun,which like theChicago
Tribune is owned by Trib-
uneCo.Thereport followed
months of complaints and
controversy about Balti-
more’s program, which is

under review by a mayoral
task force. The Xerox firm,
which is owned by the
photocopier giant, is being
replaced by another con-
tractor in January.

Xerox officials said its
problems in Baltimore ac-
count for less than 1 percent
of all the tickets issued
under theprogram,andthat
the cameras have slowed
down motorists and re-
duced accidents.

More questions raised
on city speed cameras

Please turn to Page 6

Vendor vying for Chicago contract
is under scrutiny for problems with
Baltimore’s 3-year-old program
By David Kidwell
Tribune reporter
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The boarded-up store-
fronts and abandoned
buildings hardly seem like
fertile ground to harvest a
bumper crop of future
lawyers, yet that is exactly
what two educational vi-
sionaries are trying to ac-
complish in one of Chi-
cago’s most despairing

neighborhoods.
Legal Prep Charter

Academyopened its doors
in West Garfield Park
threemonthsago, theonly
legal-themed high school
in Illinois. The goal is to
prepare its students — all
of whom are black or
Latino — for a career in

law, a profession that
ranks second only to vet-
erinary medicine in its
lack of diversity.

But even if none of the
school’s 200 freshmen
ever pass the bar exam, its
administrators hope to
nurture the kind of aca-
demic excellence that will
ratchet up their odds for
success, whatever their
career path.

“We focus on the skills

Legal Prep Charter Academy freshman Marquez Clay, left, spends a school field trip working with attorney Andrew
Avsec from Brinks, Hofer, Gilson & Lione in preparing for a mock trial this month at the firm’s Chicago offices.
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Charter turns to law
to inspire its charges

Please turn to Page 12

Legal Prep’s founders set bar high,
hope to feed field in need of diversity

“(We) think
we can
ultimately
make a
difference
in the legal
profession.”
— Sam Finkelstein,
co-founder and CEO
of Legal Prep

By BonnieMiller Rubin | Tribune reporter

More than three decades
after manufacturers
stopped making children’s
pajamas with a flame re-
tardant suspected of caus-
ing cancer, new research
suggests the same chemical
hasbecomethemostwidely
used fire-resistant com-
pound inupholstered furni-
ture sold throughout the
United States.

The study, led by Duke
University chemistHeather

Stapleton, found that foam
samples frommore than 40
percent of 102 couches
bought from 1985 to 2010
contained the chemical,
knownaschlorinated tris or
TDCPP. More than half of
the couches bought since
2005were treatedwith it.

Overall, 85 percent of the
couches contained flame
retardants, which escape
over time and settle in
household dust that people
ingest, especially young
children who play on the
floor and frequently put
their hands into their
mouths. Several of the
flameretardantsdetected in
the new study have been
linked to hormone disrup-
tion, developmental prob-
lems, lower IQ and im-
paired fertility.

The Tribune’s Playing

WATCHDOG UPDATE PLAYING WITH FIRE

Dangerous for
kids’ pajamas,
safe for sofas?
Flame retardant
was removed from
sleepwear over
health worries, but
study suggests it’s in
plenty of furniture

ByMichael
Hawthorne
Tribune reporter
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Nothing about Marvin
Miller seemed feisty or con-
troversial at first glance; the
soft-spoken economist was
a smallish man with gray
hair and a tidymustache.

But as a union leader, it
was Miller who took on
baseball’s establishment in
the late 1960s, eventually
guiding players to an era of
mega-salaries and free
agency, thereby changing
the landscape of American
sports.

“Nobody realized how
gargantuan the task was,”
he said years later. “Major
league players were, at the
time, truly brainwashed.”

Miller died Tuesday at
his home in Manhattan,
several months after being
diagnosedwith liver cancer,
his family announced. He
was 95.

Historian Studs Terkel
characterized him as “the
most effective union organ-
izer since John L. Lewis,”
the legendarymineworkers
leader. Hank Aaron, one of
the game’s most prolific

MARVIN MILLER 1917-2012

The man who changed
professional sports

Marvin Miller led the MLB
players union from 1966-82.
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MLB union chief
fought for players’
right to free agency
By DavidWharton
Tribune Newspapers
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In Business
Phil Rosenthal: Miller’s
union a model for all sports.

Twopanels back giving
CPS chief Barbara Byrd-
Bennett untilMarch 31
to announce plans for
school closings.
Chicagoland, Page 10

CPS chief takes
schools plan
to Springfield

Democratic state Senate
President JohnCuller-
ton andHouseMajority
Leader Barbara Flynn
Currie are seeking pas-
sage of legislation that
would set the stage for
examining Illinois’ tax
code andwhether busi-
nesses are paying their
fair share.
Business

Bill pushes
corporate tax
transparency

Chicagoland, Page 4

Vaughn gets 4
life terms for
killing family

ColumnistMary
Schmich finds outwhy
riders andmerchants
vehemently
opposeCTA
plans to cut a
North Side
bus route in
December.
Chicago-
land,
Page 4

‘Life or death’
for bus riders,
Lincoln shops
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With Fire series, published in
May, revealed how flame retar-
dants are commonly found in
American homes as a result of a
decades-long campaign of decep-
tion by the tobacco and chemical
industries. Among other things,
the leading manufacturers of
flame retardants created a phony
consumer group that stoked the
public’s fear of fire to protect and
expand the use of their chemicals
in furniture, electronics and other
products.

The new study, to be released
Wednesday in the peer-reviewed
journal Environmental Science &
Technology, is the first to outline
how widespread flame retardants
have become in furniture and
suggests their usehas increased in
recent years. Researchers also
tracked how the chemical indus-
try has shifted over time from one
troublesome flame retardant to
another and has introduced new,
chemically similar compounds
with little or no study about
potential health effects.

Anothernewstudy in thescien-
tific journal found that chlorinat-
ed tris was the most commonly
detected flame retardant in dust
from the homes tested.

“People just don’t have a choice
now,” said Arlene Blum, a Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley
chemist and co-author of the
couchstudy. “Thesechemicals are
in everybody’s furniture and pose
serious health problems.”

Earlier research by Blum led to
the voluntary removal of chlori-
nated tris from children’s pajamas
in the late 1970s. Because itwasn’t
formally banned, companies can
legally add it to other products
without informing government
regulators or the public.

Responding to questions about
the couch study, the American
ChemistryCouncil, thechief trade
group for the chemical industry,
said flame retardants in furniture
helpsave lives. “There isnodata in
this study that indicate that the
levels of flame retardants found
would cause any human health
problems,” the group said in a
statement.

The trade group also cited an
analysis of a government-funded
study that it said shows “flame
retardants in upholstered furni-
ture can provide valuable escape
time” fromhouse fires.

However, studies by the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission and Underwriters Labo-
ratories found that flame retar-
dants in household furniture
cushions provide no meaningful
protection from fires.

Two of the world’s leading
manufacturers of the chemicals,
Louisiana-based Albemarle Corp.
and Israel-based ICL Industrial
Products, have pledged to stop
making chlorinated tris after
fiercelydefending itsuse foryears.

Albemarle said it no longer
markets chlorinated tris and is in
the process of shutting down its
production of the flame retardant
and related chemicals. ICL said it
will stop selling chlorinated tris
for use in furniture and children’s
products Jan. 1 and stopmaking it
altogether by the end of 2015.
Other overseas companies still
make the flame retardant.

The announcements by Albe-
marle and ICL come after chemi-
calmanufacturers inOctober 2011
failed to block California from
officially listing the flame retard-
ant as a carcinogen andmoving to
requirewarnings onproducts that
could expose people to unsafe
levels. Other major health organi-
zations already had concluded
that the chemical is a cancer risk,
including the World Health Or-
ganization, the National Cancer
Institute and the National Re-
searchCouncil.

In a statement, ICL said its
decision reflected its “commit-
ment to market leadership, inno-
vation and responsiveness tomar-
ket conditions and customer
needs.” Albemarle called its move
part of an effort to restructure
“underperforming assets.”

More changes could be on the
way. In the wake of the Tribune
series, California Gov. Jerry
Brown is pushing to overhaul his
state’s 37-year-old flammability
standard for residential furniture,
which if adopted could lead to a
dramatic reduction in the use of

chemical flame retardants.
For now, furniture manufac-

turers say, the cheapest way to
comply with the California stand-
ard is to add flame retardants to
the foam cushions of couches and
upholstered chairs sold in every
state. California officials and the
CPSChave concluded that amore
effective solution is using uphol-
stery that resists smoldering ciga-
rettes, the leading cause of furni-
ture fires, without requiring the
use of chemical flame retardants.

In the new couch study, re-
searchers collected foam samples
from volunteers who were solic-
ited for help at public meetings or
signed up for mailing lists about
toxic chemicals. The authors said
that while the sample size was
large, it might not be representa-
tive of theU.S. as awhole.

Furniture made with flame
retardants sometimes features a
label stating that it complies with
TechnicalBulletin 117, theCalifor-
nia flammability standard. But the
studyfoundthatnearly two-thirds
of the coucheswithout a label still
contained the chemicals.

The new research provides
evidence that the chemical indus-
try started relyingmoreheavily on
chlorinated tris in 2005,when the
sole manufacturer of another
flame retardant known as penta
agreed to stop making it in re-
sponse to studies that revealed it
builds up in people and triggers
neurological problems in chil-
dren.

Of the couches bought before
2005, 39 percent contained penta

and 24 percent contained chlori-
nated tris. More than half of the
couches bought since 2005 con-
tained chlorinated tris.

Officials at the federal agency
that regulates industrial chemi-
cals, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, say they are largely
powerless to do anything about
chlorinated tris and other flame
retardants. The EPA has cited
industry’s continueduseof chlori-
nated tris as an example of why it
backs an overhaul of the nation’s
chemical safety law, the 1976
Toxic SubstancesControl Act.

Existing law allows chemical
companies to put products on the
market without proving they are
safe and makes it practically
impossible to ban chemicals after
health effects are documented.

The couch study suggests it is
increasingly difficult to avoid
flame retardants in furniture.
More than a quarter of the older
couches tested either did not
contain the chemicals or had only
trace amounts. After 2005, all but
about 7 percent of the couches
contained flame retardants.

If a newer couch didn’t contain
chlorinated tris, thestudy found, it
likely was treated with another
flame retardant known as Fire-
master 550, which the EPA ini-
tially described as a safe, environ-
mentally friendly alternative to
penta. It was found in 18 percent
of the newer couches tested.

The EPA now considers Fire-
master 550 a potential health
threat, citing widespread expo-
sure fromhousehold products.

Philadelphia-based Chemtura,
the manufacturer of Firemaster
550, says it is safe. But the EPA
became more concerned after a
recent study by Stapleton and
Heather Patisaul, a toxicologist at
North Carolina State University,
showed that small doses triggered
obesity, anxiety and developmen-
tal problems in baby rats.

In thenewpeer-reviewedstudy
of flame retardants in household
dust, researchers from the non-
profit Silent Spring Institute
found chlorinated tris in 75 per-
cent of the 16 California homes
tested. Other flame retardants
found in house dust included
chemicals in Firemaster 550 and
nearly 40 other compounds.

The researchers also found
penta, the flame retardant phased
out in 2005. The discovery sug-
gests thatAmericans cancontinue
to be exposed to chemicals even
after manufacturers stop making
them, in part because people
typically own furniture for years
and many flame retardants are
designed to be long-lasting.

“Thesechemicals just shouldn’t
be in household products,” said
Ruthann Rudel, the nonprofit
group’s researchdirector. “Bynow
it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
realize they are bad for us.”

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

WHAT WAS FOUND IN 102 COUCHES
By percentage Penta Chlorinated

tris
Firemaster

550
Other None,

very little

Purchased
1984-2004

Purchased
2005-2010

Flameretardants found in couches
Duke University and University of California at Berkeley scientists studied flame-retardant chemicals in
102 couches and found that when one toxic chemical was phased out (penta), another took its place
(chlorinated tris).

SOURCE: Journal of Environmental Science & Technology TRIBUNE

Chlorinated tris was removed from
baby pajamas in 1977. It is listed as
a cancer risk by California, the
World Health Organization and the
National Cancer Institute.

Other includes
mixtures of
retardants

Promoted as a safe
alternative to penta,
it has been targeted
for closer scrutiny
by the U.S. EPA.

Penta, a polybrominated
diphenyl ether, or PBDE,
was phased out in the
U.S. in 2005.

39% 24.4% 4.9% 4.9% 26.8%

52.5% 6.6%21.3%18%1.6%1.6%

Risky for pajamas,
safe for furniture?
Continued from Page 1

home run hitters, wrote that he
“should be in the Hall of Fame
(even) if the players have to break
down the doors to get him in.”

During Miller’s tenure as head
of the Major League Baseball
Players Association from 1966 to
1982, average salaries rose from
$19,000 to $241,000, in large part
because he fought baseball’s anti-
trust exemption and gave players
the right to move from team to
team.

“Marvin possessed a combina-
tion of integrity, intelligence, elo-
quence, courage and grace that is
simply unmatched in my experi-
ence,” said NHL players union
headDonaldFehr,whopreviously
led the baseball union. “Without
question, Marvin had more posi-
tive influence over Major League
Baseball than any other person in
the last half of the 20th century.”

But not everyone appreciated
Miller. As basketball and football
subsequently adopted free agency,
fanssawhigher ticketprices,work
stoppages and a new order in
which favorite players often
switched teams.

“Youmay not likewhat he did,”
saidDavidCarter, executivedirec-
tor of USC’s Sports Business
Institute. “But you can’t argue
with howhedid it.”

Before Miller’s arrival on the
scene, owners dominated the
sport. It came as a shock when
Dodgers stars Sandy Koufax and
Don Drysdale held out for more
money in 1966, the team even-
tually signing them for $125,000
and $110,000, respectively.

That same spring, the ineffec-
tive players union went looking
for a leader and was referred to
Miller.

Born April 14, 1917, he had
grown up in Brooklyn, and his
fondest childhood memories in-
cluded Dodgers games at Ebbets
Field, a short subway ride from
home.

Miller received an early educa-
tion in trade unionism from his
father, agarmentdistrict salesman
who organized fellow workers.
After graduating from New York
University, heworked for theNew
York City welfare department
before taking jobs as an economist
with the War Production Board
and the War Labor Board during
WorldWar II.

“It was kind of like a utopian
dream,” he said of the latter,
created to handle disputes be-
tween management and workers.
“And itworked remarkablywell.”

Miller subsequently moved to

the United Steelworkers, where
he spent 16 years as a research
economist and, later, assistant to
the president. In 1963, President
Kennedy appointed him to a
national labormanagement panel.

After the players union ap-
proached him, Miller made the
rounds at spring training, facing
opposition fromwary players.

“The club owners are saying
that you’re one bad guy, they’re
saying terrible things about you,”
he recalled hearing.

Miller told them: “If I represent
you, and at some point down the
road, you begin to hear manage-
ment people praising me, it’s time
to fireme.”

Ultimately elected, Miller en-
tered a domain that had yet to be
influenced by multimillion-dollar
contracts andbillion-dollar televi-
sion contracts. Players were paid
relatively little and bound to their
teams, moving from one to anoth-
er only if traded.

The sport’s “reserve clause”
was bolstered by a 1922 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling that base-
ball was not a business and
therefore not subject to federal
antitrust laws. Baseball was— and
still is — the only sport to enjoy
such an exemption.

“That turned people into prop-
erty,” Miller said. “So our struggle
would center on that.”

The new union boss began by
negotiating a raise in minimum
salary— from $6,000 to $10,000 a
season — and persuading owners
to accept arbitration for disputes,
a victory that would prove signifi-
cant.

Occasionallyportrayedashard-
edged,Millermore often relied on
persistence and compromise.

With salary issues resolved,
Miller revisited players, preparing
his constituency for a battle over
the reserve clause that would be
waged on several fronts.

In 1970, Cardinals outfielder
Curt Flood challenged the clause
in court. Miller did not expect
success— theU.S. SupremeCourt
eventually ruled against Flood —
but considered it a first step and
followedupwith a 13-day strike in
1972.

Then in 1974, Athletics owner
Charles O. Finley neglected to pay
an agreed-upon insurance policy
for Jim “Catfish” Hunter. The ace
pitcher turned toarbitration—the
process Miller had won for play-
ers — and became the game’s first
free agent, signing with the Yan-
kees for $3.75 million over five

years.
The final step came a year later,

byway of an overlooked phrase in
the standard contract. By Miller’s
reading, it stated that if a player’s
contract expired and he did not
sign a new one, his team could
keep him for one more season
under the old terms. The union
boss interpreted this to mean the
player then became a free agent.

In 1975, Andy Messersmith of
the Dodgers and DaveMcNally of
the Expos tested the theory,
playing unsigned. They sub-
sequently won in arbitration,
striking down the reserve clause.
Baseball had entered a newage.

“I don’t think it would have
happened without him,” said
Spencer Waller, co-author of
“Baseball and the American Legal
Mind.” “When (baseball) caved,
that paved the way for all other
sports.”

The NBA then adopted free
agency, with the NFL following
later. Miller led his players
through onemore strike in 1981—
lasting 50 days — before stepping
down in 1982 to be a consultant.

The Sporting News ranked
Miller as the fifth most influential
figure in 20th-century sports, and
a new generation of players con-

tinued to benefit from his efforts.
Baseball’s minimum salary is now
$480,000 — 80 times the mini-
mum pay when Miller took over
the union.

“He made a distinct impact on
the sport, which is reflected in the
state of the game today,” Commis-
sioner Bud Selig said.

OneplaceMillerhasnotearned
respect is in baseball’s Hall of
Fame. While former players such
as Aaron and Joe Morgan have
called for his election — pitcher
Nolan Ryan even thanked him
during a 1999 Hall of Fame
acceptance speech—Miller never
has garnered the necessary votes.

In a 2004 interview, the former
union leader—who is survived by
son Peter, daughter Susan and a
grandson — smiled at the idea of
receiving support fromanelector-
ate that includes team and league
executives. He did not expect a
groundswell from fans, either.

“Sure, itwouldmeana lot tome,
but I never was holding my
breath,” he said. “I’ve been a trade
unionist all my life, and as such,
you learn early that you’re not to
court popularity with either the
management or the public.”

dwharton@tribune.com

Miller freed players to make millions

Former Major League Baseball Players Association leader Marvin Miller, third from left, sits at the bargaining table in an effort to avert a players
strike in May 1980. The players eventually went on strike in 1981 — lasting 50 days — before Miller stepped down in 1982 to become a consultant.
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Dangerous for kids’ pajamas, 
safe for sofas?

Flame retardant was removed from sleepwear over health worries, 
but study suggests it’s in plenty of furniture 

Wednesday, November 28, 2012 

By Michael Hawthorne

More than three decades after manufacturers stopped making children’s paja-
mas with a flame retardant suspected of causing cancer, new research suggests the 
same chemical has become the most widely used fire-resistant compound in uphol-
stered furniture sold throughout the United States. 

The study, led by Duke University chemist Heather Stapleton, found that foam 
samples from more than 40 percent of 102 couches bought from 1985 to 2010 con-
tained the chemical, known as chlorinated tris or TDCPP. More than half of the 
couches bought since 2005 were treated with it. 

Overall, 85 percent of the couches contained flame retardants, which escape over 
time and settle in household dust that people ingest, especially young children who 
play on the floor and frequently put their hands into their mouths. Several of the 
flame retardants detected in the new study have been linked to hormone disrup-
tion, developmental problems, lower IQ and impaired fertility. 

The Tribune’s Playing With Fire series, published in May, revealed how flame re-
tardants are commonly found in American homes as a result of a decades-long cam-
paign of deception by the tobacco and chemical industries. Among other things, the 
leading manufacturers of flame retardants created a phony consumer group that 
stoked the public’s fear of fire to protect and expand the use of their chemicals in 
furniture, electronics and other products. 

The new study, to be released Wednesday in the peer-reviewed journal Environ-
mental Science & Technology, is the first to outline how widespread flame retar-
dants have become in furniture and suggests their use has increased in recent years. 
Researchers also tracked how the chemical industry has shifted over time from one 
troublesome flame retardant to another and has introduced new, chemically similar 
compounds with little or no study about potential health effects. 

Another new study in the scientific journal found that chlorinated tris was the 
most commonly detected flame retardant in dust from the homes tested. 

“People just don’t have a choice now,” said Arlene Blum, a University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley chemist and co-author of the couch study. “These chemicals are in 
everybody’s furniture and pose serious health problems.” 

Earlier research by Blum led to the voluntary removal of chlorinated tris from 
children’s pajamas in the late 1970s. Because it wasn’t formally banned, companies 
can legally add it to other products without informing government regulators or the 
public. 

Responding to questions about the couch study, the American Chemistry Coun-
cil, the chief trade group for the chemical industry, said flame retardants in furni-
ture help save lives. “There is no data in this study that indicate that the levels of 
flame retardants found would cause any human health problems,” the group said in 
a statement. 

The trade group also cited an analysis of a government-funded study that it said 



shows “flame retardants in upholstered furniture can provide valuable escape time” 
from house fires. 

However, studies by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission and Under-
writers Laboratories found that flame retardants in household furniture cushions 
provide no meaningful protection from fires. 

Two of the world’s leading manufacturers of the chemicals, Louisiana-based Al-
bemarle Corp. and Israel-based ICL Industrial Products, have pledged to stop mak-
ing chlorinated tris after fiercely defending its use for years. 

Albemarle said it no longer markets chlorinated tris and is in the process of shut-
ting down its production of the flame retardant and related chemicals. ICL said it 
will stop selling chlorinated tris for use in furniture and children’s products Jan. 
1 and stop making it altogether by the end of 2015. Other overseas companies still 
make the flame retardant. 

The announcements by Albemarle and ICL come after chemical manufacturers 
in October 2011 failed to block California from officially listing the flame retardant 
as a carcinogen and moving to require warnings on products that could expose peo-
ple to unsafe levels. Other major health organizations already had concluded that 
the chemical is a cancer risk, including the World Health Organization, the National 
Cancer Institute and the National Research Council. 

In a statement, ICL said its decision reflected its “commitment to market lead-
ership, innovation and responsiveness to market conditions and customer needs.” 
Albemarle called its move part of an effort to restructure “underperforming assets.” 

More changes could be on the way. In the wake of the Tribune series, California 
Gov. Jerry Brown is pushing to overhaul his state’s 37-year-old flammability stan-
dard for residential furniture, which if adopted could lead to a dramatic reduction 
in the use of chemical flame retardants. 

For now, furniture manufacturers say, the cheapest way to comply with the Cali-
fornia standard is to add flame retardants to the foam cushions of couches and up-
holstered chairs sold in every state. California officials and the CPSC have concluded 
that a more effective solution is using upholstery that resists smoldering cigarettes, 
the leading cause of furniture fires, without requiring the use of chemical flame re-
tardants. 

In the new couch study, researchers collected foam samples from volunteers 
who were solicited for help at public meetings or signed up for mailing lists about 
toxic chemicals. The authors said that while the sample size was large, it might not 
be representative of the U.S. as a whole. 
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With Fire series, published in
May, revealed how flame retar-
dants are commonly found in
American homes as a result of a
decades-long campaign of decep-
tion by the tobacco and chemical
industries. Among other things,
the leading manufacturers of
flame retardants created a phony
consumer group that stoked the
public’s fear of fire to protect and
expand the use of their chemicals
in furniture, electronics and other
products.

The new study, to be released
Wednesday in the peer-reviewed
journal Environmental Science &
Technology, is the first to outline
how widespread flame retardants
have become in furniture and
suggests their usehas increased in
recent years. Researchers also
tracked how the chemical indus-
try has shifted over time from one
troublesome flame retardant to
another and has introduced new,
chemically similar compounds
with little or no study about
potential health effects.

Anothernewstudy in thescien-
tific journal found that chlorinat-
ed tris was the most commonly
detected flame retardant in dust
from the homes tested.

“People just don’t have a choice
now,” said Arlene Blum, a Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley
chemist and co-author of the
couchstudy. “Thesechemicals are
in everybody’s furniture and pose
serious health problems.”

Earlier research by Blum led to
the voluntary removal of chlori-
nated tris from children’s pajamas
in the late 1970s. Because itwasn’t
formally banned, companies can
legally add it to other products
without informing government
regulators or the public.

Responding to questions about
the couch study, the American
ChemistryCouncil, thechief trade
group for the chemical industry,
said flame retardants in furniture
helpsave lives. “There isnodata in
this study that indicate that the
levels of flame retardants found
would cause any human health
problems,” the group said in a
statement.

The trade group also cited an
analysis of a government-funded
study that it said shows “flame
retardants in upholstered furni-
ture can provide valuable escape
time” fromhouse fires.

However, studies by the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission and Underwriters Labo-
ratories found that flame retar-
dants in household furniture
cushions provide no meaningful
protection from fires.

Two of the world’s leading
manufacturers of the chemicals,
Louisiana-based Albemarle Corp.
and Israel-based ICL Industrial
Products, have pledged to stop
making chlorinated tris after
fiercelydefending itsuse foryears.

Albemarle said it no longer
markets chlorinated tris and is in
the process of shutting down its
production of the flame retardant
and related chemicals. ICL said it
will stop selling chlorinated tris
for use in furniture and children’s
products Jan. 1 and stopmaking it
altogether by the end of 2015.
Other overseas companies still
make the flame retardant.

The announcements by Albe-
marle and ICL come after chemi-
calmanufacturers inOctober 2011
failed to block California from
officially listing the flame retard-
ant as a carcinogen andmoving to
requirewarnings onproducts that
could expose people to unsafe
levels. Other major health organi-
zations already had concluded
that the chemical is a cancer risk,
including the World Health Or-
ganization, the National Cancer
Institute and the National Re-
searchCouncil.

In a statement, ICL said its
decision reflected its “commit-
ment to market leadership, inno-
vation and responsiveness tomar-
ket conditions and customer
needs.” Albemarle called its move
part of an effort to restructure
“underperforming assets.”

More changes could be on the
way. In the wake of the Tribune
series, California Gov. Jerry
Brown is pushing to overhaul his
state’s 37-year-old flammability
standard for residential furniture,
which if adopted could lead to a
dramatic reduction in the use of

chemical flame retardants.
For now, furniture manufac-

turers say, the cheapest way to
comply with the California stand-
ard is to add flame retardants to
the foam cushions of couches and
upholstered chairs sold in every
state. California officials and the
CPSChave concluded that amore
effective solution is using uphol-
stery that resists smoldering ciga-
rettes, the leading cause of furni-
ture fires, without requiring the
use of chemical flame retardants.

In the new couch study, re-
searchers collected foam samples
from volunteers who were solic-
ited for help at public meetings or
signed up for mailing lists about
toxic chemicals. The authors said
that while the sample size was
large, it might not be representa-
tive of theU.S. as awhole.

Furniture made with flame
retardants sometimes features a
label stating that it complies with
TechnicalBulletin 117, theCalifor-
nia flammability standard. But the
studyfoundthatnearly two-thirds
of the coucheswithout a label still
contained the chemicals.

The new research provides
evidence that the chemical indus-
try started relyingmoreheavily on
chlorinated tris in 2005,when the
sole manufacturer of another
flame retardant known as penta
agreed to stop making it in re-
sponse to studies that revealed it
builds up in people and triggers
neurological problems in chil-
dren.

Of the couches bought before
2005, 39 percent contained penta

and 24 percent contained chlori-
nated tris. More than half of the
couches bought since 2005 con-
tained chlorinated tris.

Officials at the federal agency
that regulates industrial chemi-
cals, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, say they are largely
powerless to do anything about
chlorinated tris and other flame
retardants. The EPA has cited
industry’s continueduseof chlori-
nated tris as an example of why it
backs an overhaul of the nation’s
chemical safety law, the 1976
Toxic SubstancesControl Act.

Existing law allows chemical
companies to put products on the
market without proving they are
safe and makes it practically
impossible to ban chemicals after
health effects are documented.

The couch study suggests it is
increasingly difficult to avoid
flame retardants in furniture.
More than a quarter of the older
couches tested either did not
contain the chemicals or had only
trace amounts. After 2005, all but
about 7 percent of the couches
contained flame retardants.

If a newer couch didn’t contain
chlorinated tris, thestudy found, it
likely was treated with another
flame retardant known as Fire-
master 550, which the EPA ini-
tially described as a safe, environ-
mentally friendly alternative to
penta. It was found in 18 percent
of the newer couches tested.

The EPA now considers Fire-
master 550 a potential health
threat, citing widespread expo-
sure fromhousehold products.

Philadelphia-based Chemtura,
the manufacturer of Firemaster
550, says it is safe. But the EPA
became more concerned after a
recent study by Stapleton and
Heather Patisaul, a toxicologist at
North Carolina State University,
showed that small doses triggered
obesity, anxiety and developmen-
tal problems in baby rats.

In thenewpeer-reviewedstudy
of flame retardants in household
dust, researchers from the non-
profit Silent Spring Institute
found chlorinated tris in 75 per-
cent of the 16 California homes
tested. Other flame retardants
found in house dust included
chemicals in Firemaster 550 and
nearly 40 other compounds.

The researchers also found
penta, the flame retardant phased
out in 2005. The discovery sug-
gests thatAmericans cancontinue
to be exposed to chemicals even
after manufacturers stop making
them, in part because people
typically own furniture for years
and many flame retardants are
designed to be long-lasting.

“Thesechemicals just shouldn’t
be in household products,” said
Ruthann Rudel, the nonprofit
group’s researchdirector. “Bynow
it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
realize they are bad for us.”

mhawthorne@tribune.com
Twitter@scribeguy

WHAT WAS FOUND IN 102 COUCHES
By percentage Penta Chlorinated

tris
Firemaster

550
Other None,

very little

Purchased
1984-2004

Purchased
2005-2010

Flameretardants found in couches
Duke University and University of California at Berkeley scientists studied flame-retardant chemicals in
102 couches and found that when one toxic chemical was phased out (penta), another took its place
(chlorinated tris).

SOURCE: Journal of Environmental Science & Technology TRIBUNE

Chlorinated tris was removed from
baby pajamas in 1977. It is listed as
a cancer risk by California, the
World Health Organization and the
National Cancer Institute.

Other includes
mixtures of
retardants

Promoted as a safe
alternative to penta,
it has been targeted
for closer scrutiny
by the U.S. EPA.

Penta, a polybrominated
diphenyl ether, or PBDE,
was phased out in the
U.S. in 2005.

39% 24.4% 4.9% 4.9% 26.8%

52.5% 6.6%21.3%18%1.6%1.6%

Risky for pajamas,
safe for furniture?
Continued from Page 1

home run hitters, wrote that he
“should be in the Hall of Fame
(even) if the players have to break
down the doors to get him in.”

During Miller’s tenure as head
of the Major League Baseball
Players Association from 1966 to
1982, average salaries rose from
$19,000 to $241,000, in large part
because he fought baseball’s anti-
trust exemption and gave players
the right to move from team to
team.

“Marvin possessed a combina-
tion of integrity, intelligence, elo-
quence, courage and grace that is
simply unmatched in my experi-
ence,” said NHL players union
headDonaldFehr,whopreviously
led the baseball union. “Without
question, Marvin had more posi-
tive influence over Major League
Baseball than any other person in
the last half of the 20th century.”

But not everyone appreciated
Miller. As basketball and football
subsequently adopted free agency,
fanssawhigher ticketprices,work
stoppages and a new order in
which favorite players often
switched teams.

“Youmay not likewhat he did,”
saidDavidCarter, executivedirec-
tor of USC’s Sports Business
Institute. “But you can’t argue
with howhedid it.”

Before Miller’s arrival on the
scene, owners dominated the
sport. It came as a shock when
Dodgers stars Sandy Koufax and
Don Drysdale held out for more
money in 1966, the team even-
tually signing them for $125,000
and $110,000, respectively.

That same spring, the ineffec-
tive players union went looking
for a leader and was referred to
Miller.

Born April 14, 1917, he had
grown up in Brooklyn, and his
fondest childhood memories in-
cluded Dodgers games at Ebbets
Field, a short subway ride from
home.

Miller received an early educa-
tion in trade unionism from his
father, agarmentdistrict salesman
who organized fellow workers.
After graduating from New York
University, heworked for theNew
York City welfare department
before taking jobs as an economist
with the War Production Board
and the War Labor Board during
WorldWar II.

“It was kind of like a utopian
dream,” he said of the latter,
created to handle disputes be-
tween management and workers.
“And itworked remarkablywell.”

Miller subsequently moved to

the United Steelworkers, where
he spent 16 years as a research
economist and, later, assistant to
the president. In 1963, President
Kennedy appointed him to a
national labormanagement panel.

After the players union ap-
proached him, Miller made the
rounds at spring training, facing
opposition fromwary players.

“The club owners are saying
that you’re one bad guy, they’re
saying terrible things about you,”
he recalled hearing.

Miller told them: “If I represent
you, and at some point down the
road, you begin to hear manage-
ment people praising me, it’s time
to fireme.”

Ultimately elected, Miller en-
tered a domain that had yet to be
influenced by multimillion-dollar
contracts andbillion-dollar televi-
sion contracts. Players were paid
relatively little and bound to their
teams, moving from one to anoth-
er only if traded.

The sport’s “reserve clause”
was bolstered by a 1922 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling that base-
ball was not a business and
therefore not subject to federal
antitrust laws. Baseball was— and
still is — the only sport to enjoy
such an exemption.

“That turned people into prop-
erty,” Miller said. “So our struggle
would center on that.”

The new union boss began by
negotiating a raise in minimum
salary— from $6,000 to $10,000 a
season — and persuading owners
to accept arbitration for disputes,
a victory that would prove signifi-
cant.

Occasionallyportrayedashard-
edged,Millermore often relied on
persistence and compromise.

With salary issues resolved,
Miller revisited players, preparing
his constituency for a battle over
the reserve clause that would be
waged on several fronts.

In 1970, Cardinals outfielder
Curt Flood challenged the clause
in court. Miller did not expect
success— theU.S. SupremeCourt
eventually ruled against Flood —
but considered it a first step and
followedupwith a 13-day strike in
1972.

Then in 1974, Athletics owner
Charles O. Finley neglected to pay
an agreed-upon insurance policy
for Jim “Catfish” Hunter. The ace
pitcher turned toarbitration—the
process Miller had won for play-
ers — and became the game’s first
free agent, signing with the Yan-
kees for $3.75 million over five

years.
The final step came a year later,

byway of an overlooked phrase in
the standard contract. By Miller’s
reading, it stated that if a player’s
contract expired and he did not
sign a new one, his team could
keep him for one more season
under the old terms. The union
boss interpreted this to mean the
player then became a free agent.

In 1975, Andy Messersmith of
the Dodgers and DaveMcNally of
the Expos tested the theory,
playing unsigned. They sub-
sequently won in arbitration,
striking down the reserve clause.
Baseball had entered a newage.

“I don’t think it would have
happened without him,” said
Spencer Waller, co-author of
“Baseball and the American Legal
Mind.” “When (baseball) caved,
that paved the way for all other
sports.”

The NBA then adopted free
agency, with the NFL following
later. Miller led his players
through onemore strike in 1981—
lasting 50 days — before stepping
down in 1982 to be a consultant.

The Sporting News ranked
Miller as the fifth most influential
figure in 20th-century sports, and
a new generation of players con-

tinued to benefit from his efforts.
Baseball’s minimum salary is now
$480,000 — 80 times the mini-
mum pay when Miller took over
the union.

“He made a distinct impact on
the sport, which is reflected in the
state of the game today,” Commis-
sioner Bud Selig said.

OneplaceMillerhasnotearned
respect is in baseball’s Hall of
Fame. While former players such
as Aaron and Joe Morgan have
called for his election — pitcher
Nolan Ryan even thanked him
during a 1999 Hall of Fame
acceptance speech—Miller never
has garnered the necessary votes.

In a 2004 interview, the former
union leader—who is survived by
son Peter, daughter Susan and a
grandson — smiled at the idea of
receiving support fromanelector-
ate that includes team and league
executives. He did not expect a
groundswell from fans, either.

“Sure, itwouldmeana lot tome,
but I never was holding my
breath,” he said. “I’ve been a trade
unionist all my life, and as such,
you learn early that you’re not to
court popularity with either the
management or the public.”

dwharton@tribune.com

Miller freed players to make millions

Former Major League Baseball Players Association leader Marvin Miller, third from left, sits at the bargaining table in an effort to avert a players
strike in May 1980. The players eventually went on strike in 1981 — lasting 50 days — before Miller stepped down in 1982 to become a consultant.
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Furniture made with flame retardants sometimes features a label stating that it 
complies with Technical Bulletin 117, the California flammability standard. But the 
study found that nearly two-thirds of the couches without a label still contained the 
chemicals. 

The new research provides evidence that the chemical industry started relying 
more heavily on chlorinated tris in 2005, when the sole manufacturer of another 
flame retardant known as penta agreed to stop making it in response to studies that 
revealed it builds up in people and triggers neurological problems in children. 

Of the couches bought before 2005, 39 percent contained penta and 24 percent 
contained chlorinated tris. More than half of the couches bought since 2005 con-
tained chlorinated tris. 

Officials at the federal agency that regulates industrial chemicals, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, say they are largely powerless to do anything about chlo-
rinated tris and other flame retardants. The EPA has cited industry’s continued use 
of chlorinated tris as an example of why it backs an overhaul of the nation’s chemi-
cal safety law, the 1976 Toxic Substances Control Act.

Existing law allows chemical companies to put products on the market with-
out proving they are safe and makes it practically impossible to ban chemicals after 
health effects are documented. 

The couch study suggests it is increasingly difficult to avoid flame retardants in 
furniture. More than a quarter of the older couches tested either did not contain 
the chemicals or had only trace amounts. After 2005, all but about 7 percent of the 
couches contained flame retardants. 

If a newer couch didn’t contain chlorinated tris, the study found, it likely was 
treated with another flame retardant known as Firemaster 550, which the EPA ini-
tially described as a safe, environmentally friendly alternative to penta. It was found 
in 18 percent of the newer couches tested. 

The EPA now considers Firemaster 550 a potential health threat, citing wide-
spread exposure from household products. 

Philadelphia-based Chemtura, the manufacturer of Firemaster 550, says it is safe. 
But the EPA became more concerned after a recent study by Stapleton and Heather 
Patisaul, a toxicologist at North Carolina State University, showed that small doses 
triggered obesity, anxiety and developmental problems in baby rats. 

In the new peer-reviewed study of flame retardants in household dust, research-
ers from the nonprofit Silent Spring Institute found chlorinated tris in 75 percent of 
the 16 California homes tested. Other flame retardants found in house dust included 
chemicals in Firemaster 550 and nearly 40 other compounds. 

The researchers also found penta, the flame retardant phased out in 2005. The 
discovery suggests that Americans can continue to be exposed to chemicals even 
after manufacturers stop making them, in part because people typically own furni-
ture for years and many flame retardants are designed to be long-lasting. 

“These chemicals just shouldn’t be in household products,” said Ruthann Rudel, 
the nonprofit group’s research director. “By now it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 
realize they are bad for us.”
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There is more than a grain of truth in Mitt Romney’s
claim that General Motors and Chrysler owe their survival
to the wholesale restructuring carried out under the auspi-
ces of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court — a strategy Romney
championed months before the Obama administration or
its predecessor were willing to embrace it. So why does
Romney keep embellishing that legitimate point with the
fraudulent assertion that he played a key role in the do-
mestic auto industry’s reversal of fortune? Is the presump-
tive GOP nominee delusional? Or is he simply too dis-
honest to acknowledge that Detroit’s survival was assured
only after the Obama administration combined the mas-
sive injection of federal aid Romney opposed and the man-
aged bankruptcy he favored?

Detroit Free Press

You can call Muslim immigration an “enrichment” if
you like, but a poll that appeared in Le Monde in Decem-
ber 2010 shows that only 22 percent of French people
and 24 percent of Germans see it that way: 42 percent
and 40 percent, respectively, see Muslim communities as
a threat.

Like others who have written about the challenge of
international migration, (Walter) Laqueur notes that many
Europeans today feel like “strangers in their own home-
lands.” Where he differs from most of these writers is in
his belief that, while no one was watching, Europe’s migra-
tion problem came to exceed Europe’s capacity to address
it. ... 

How to assimilate immigrants into Europe’s culture is
yesterday’s question. Today’s question is how to adapt
Europe’s institutions to non-European communities that
are so large, so powerful and so various that nonassimila-
tion is often the path of least resistance, both for them and
for the broader society.

Christopher Caldwell, The New Republic

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING SCOTT STANTIS

Who says government can’t move quick-
ly? One day after the Illinois House voted
to kill a generous retirement perk for most
state retirees, the Senate did the same by a
31-20 tally. The bill heads to Gov. Pat
Quinn’s desk. Quinn said late Thursday
that he will sign it.

Once he does, retired state and univer-
sity employees, General Assembly mem-
bers and judges no longer will enjoy virtu-
ally free health care. Taxpayers will no
longer pay the full $800 million annual
price tag of covering retiree health care
premiums. Instead, a state agency overseen
by a legislative committee will determine
premium costs based on how much money
state government has available. Retirees
will help carry the load, based on a sliding
scale of how much they earn in retirement.

This is called sea change.
Some members of the House and Sen-

ate, however, rejected any change at all.
They preferred to stick with the status quo,
even while acknowledging the state’s dire
financial condition. Every two years, these
lawmakers hit the campaign trail promis-
ing to take tough votes. But they manage to
find an excuse to take the easy outs — such
as pretending Illinois can afford to keep
paying so much for retiree health care.

State Sen. Michael Frerichs, D-Cham-
paign, did just that. He voted to keep the
health care perk in place because he said
there were too many questions about the
bill. Too many questions? The legislation
has been debated and negotiated for more
than a year. It’s hardly a new issue. Frerichs
voted “no” because he represents teachers
and state workers affiliated with the Uni-
versity of Illinois in his district.

Senator Frerichs: At least be honest
about why you’re protecting the status quo.

State Sen. Larry Bomke, R-Springfield,
predictably voted against the bill. Too
many state workers in his district. Too
much union pressure. Not enough moxie.

The state is broke, the need to contain
retirement benefits is obvious, yet Frerichs
and Bomke and 18 other senators couldn’t
see past the boundaries of their districts.

And then there was Sen. Iris Martinez,
D-Chicago, who voted “present.” Brave.

We focus on this reluctance because
there are even tougher votes ahead to turn
this state toward fiscal solvency. Despite
these weak-kneed senators, the bill passed
with one vote to spare. Thirty-one senators
made a difficult choice to help the state get
a handle on its expenses. Hats off to them.

The spring legislative session is in full
swing. Adjournment is scheduled for May
31. Lawmakers took a giant step this week
toward fiscal responsibility. We hope it’s
not the last. In a Thursday editorial head-
lined “More like this, please,” we praised
the House’s 74-43 vote on the retiree
health care bill. We also explained that two
more items require the same tenacity:
pensions and Medicaid reform. Quinn has
made reforming these areas top priorities
for this session.

The governor can sign bills, but only the
ones that reach him.

Lawmakers, keep it up.

More like
this, Part 2

31 senators cast
the tough vote that
others only promise

Over the last week, we read “Playing
With Fire,” the chilling Tribune investiga-
tion by reporters Patricia Callahan, Sam
Roe and Michael Hawthorne, with a
growing sense of anger.

Anger at how a confluence of industry
manipulation and government neglect
created a danger for the public.

Chemicals that are used in household
furnishings such as sofas and chairs to
slow fire do not work.

“The fire just laughs at it,” a leading fire
scientist told the Tribune, referring to
flame retardant foam.

And some fire retardant materials used
over the years pose serious health risks.
They have been linked to cancer, neuro-
logical deficits, developmental problems
and impaired fertility. A lot of household
furniture is chock full of these chemicals.
They escape from the furniture and settle
in dust. That’s particularly dangerous for
toddlers, who play on the floor and put
things in their mouths.

Wrap your mind around this: A typical
American baby is born with the highest
recorded concentrations of flame retar-
dants among infants in the world.

And adults? Blood levels of certain
widely used flame retardants doubled in
adults every two to five years between
1970 and 2004. Recent studies show levels
haven’t budged even though some chemi-

cals have been yanked from the market.
You may be sitting on a sofa that has

two pounds of fire retardant in the cush-
ions. It may be in the padding underneath
your carpet. In your child’s highchair and
diaper-changing pads.

You have been sold a false sense of
security about the risk of your furniture
burning, and you’ve been exposed to
dangerous chemicals you didn’t know
about. If you’re not angry, you ought to be.

How were U.S. consumers and manu-
facturers sold on the safety and effective-
ness of flame retardant chemicals?

The Tribune series found:
! The tobacco industry launched an
aggressive campaign decades ago to con-
vince Americans that the problem of
house fires sparked by cigarettes
shouldn’t be solved by creating a “fire-
safe” cigarette. Instead, the industry
shifted the focus to the furniture often
ignited by smoldering cigarettes. A to-
bacco representative helped organize the
National Association of State Fire Mar-
shals and shaped its requests for federal
rules requiring flame retardant furniture.
! A prominent burn doctor’s misleading
testimony was part of a campaign of
deception and distortion on the efficacy
of these chemicals. The chemical indus-
try “has disseminated misleading re-
search findings so frequently that they

essentially have been adopted as fact,”
Roe and Callahan wrote.
! The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, whose mission is to safeguard
America’s health and environment, has
allowed generation after generation of
flame retardants onto the market without
rigorously evaluating the health risks.

We welcome the quick response and
clear-eyed assessment of this from Sen.
Dick Durbin.

“It is now clear that the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, wittingly or
unwittingly, has allowed the manufac-
turers of these chemicals to flood Ameri-
can households with substances that
abundant scientific evidence finds harm-
ful,” Durbin wrote to EPA officials in a
letter released Thursday.

Durbin is also pressing the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to explain
why it has dragged its feet on flammabil-
ity rules for furniture. He’s in good posi-
tion to demand answers — Durbin played
a key role in reforming the once notori-
ously industry-friendly commission in
2008. It looks, though, like that job hasn’t
been completed.

We’re talking about the safety of peo-
ple in their own homes. Products that
were sold as protecting them instead can
harm them. Anger? That’s too mild. This
is outrageous.

A Tribune series on flame retardants in furniture revealed chemicals pushed by Big Tobacco don’t work as promised and pose risks.
ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

A public health debacle over flame retardants
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EDITORIAL

‘The fire just laughs at it’ 
A public health debacle over flame retardants 

Friday, May 11, 2012 

Over the last week, we read “Playing With Fire,” the chilling Tribune investiga-
tion by reporters Patricia Callahan, Sam Roe and Michael Hawthorne, with a grow-
ing sense of anger. 

Anger at how a confluence of industry manipulation and government neglect 
created a danger for the public. 

Chemicals that are used in household furnishings such as sofas and chairs to 
slow fire do not work. 

“The fire just laughs at it,” a leading fire scientist told the Tribune, referring to 
flame retardant foam. 

And some fire retardant materials used over the years pose serious health risks. 
They have been linked to cancer, neurological deficits, developmental problems and 
impaired fertility. A lot of household furniture is chock full of these chemicals. They 
escape from the furniture and settle in dust. That’s particularly dangerous for tod-
dlers, who play on the floor and put things in their mouths. 

Wrap your mind around this: A typical American baby is born with the highest 
recorded concentrations of flame retardants among infants in the world. 

And adults? Blood levels of certain widely used flame retardants doubled in 
adults every two to five years between 1970 and 2004. Recent studies show levels 
haven’t budged even though some chemicals have been yanked from the market. 

You may be sitting on a sofa that has two pounds of fire retardant in the cush-
ions. It may be in the padding underneath your carpet. In your child’s highchair and 
diaper-changing pads. 

You have been sold a false sense of security about the risk of your furniture burn-
ing, and you’ve been exposed to dangerous chemicals you didn’t know about. If 
you’re not angry, you ought to be. 

How were U.S. consumers and manufacturers sold on the safety and effective-
ness of flame retardant chemicals? 

The Tribune series found: 
n The tobacco industry launched an aggressive campaign decades ago to con-

vince Americans that the problem of house fires sparked by cigarettes shouldn’t 
be solved by creating a “fire-safe” cigarette. Instead, the industry shifted the focus 
to the furniture often ignited by smoldering cigarettes. A tobacco representative 
helped organize the National Association of State Fire Marshals and shaped its re-
quests for federal rules requiring flame retardant furniture. 

n A prominent burn doctor’s misleading testimony was part of a campaign of 
deception and distortion on the efficacy of these chemicals. The chemical industry 
“has disseminated misleading research findings so frequently that they essentially 
have been adopted as fact,” Roe and Callahan wrote. 

n The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, whose mission is to safeguard 
America’s health and environment, has allowed generation after generation of flame 
retardants onto the market without rigorously evaluating the health risks. 

We welcome the quick response and clear-eyed assessment of this from Sen. 
Dick Durbin. 

“It is now clear that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, wittingly or 
unwittingly, has allowed the manufacturers of these chemicals to flood Ameri-



can households with substances that abundant scientific evidence finds harmful,” 
Durbin wrote to EPA officials in a letter released Thursday. 

Durbin is also pressing the Consumer Product Safety Commission to explain why 
it has dragged its feet on flammability rules for furniture. He’s in good position to de-
mand answers -- Durbin played a key role in reforming the once notoriously industry-
friendly commission in 2008. It looks, though, like that job hasn’t been completed. 

We’re talking about the safety of people in their own homes. Products that were 
sold as protecting them instead can harm them. Anger? That’s too mild. This is out-
rageous.
















