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Is it wrong to stop making the

mortgage payment because the

house is worth less than the

loan?  These days, amid

the pain and anger over

the economic crisis,

many people are think-

ing that maybe it is OK

to walk away. That

was the reaction from many

readers to a Sunday column by

Gail MarksJarvis about “strate-

gic default.” Their argu-

ment: Companies don’t

always pay their bills

when things go wrong.

Why should homeown-

ers? BUSINESS, PAGE 29

GAIL MARKSJARVIS

‘Strategic default’ hits a nerve

Trailing badly in his

independent bid for

governor — the most

recent Tribune poll put

him at 4 percent —

pawnbroker-turned-

politician Scott Lee

Cohen is most likely to

become a spoiler in the

close contest between

Democratic Gov. Pat

Quinn and GOP state

Sen. Bill Brady. PAGE 4

NEWS FOCUS

Cohen hoping
for Nov. 2 upset

Democrat Robin Kelly

tells voters she can

create jobs in these

desperate times while

Republican Dan Ruther-

ford pledges to slash

state spending. PAGE 6

CHICAGOLAND
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A federal court ruling tells the

Pentagon to immediately stop

discharging service members

who acknowledge they are gay.

The Justice Department,

which has said the issue

should be left to Congress, is

weighing an appeal. PAGE 18
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The CSO director is expected

to return in February.
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Muti diagnosed
with exhaustion Chilean TV shows miner Florencio Avalos just after he was pulled

up more than 2,000 feet early Wednesday. He was the first rescued of

33 miners trapped some two months underground. PAGE 18
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In a rare move, Gov. Pat
Quinn on Tuesday ordered a
health monitor be placed at a
troubled Chicago facility car-
ing for children with severe
developmental disabilities.

The governor also instructed
his senior health policy adviser
to immediately draft legislation
to ensure the safety of residents
at Alden Village North and
similar facilities statewide.

“The administration takes
the oversight of the state’s care
facilities very seriously,” his
office said in a statement.
“Even one tragedy is intoler-
able.”

The governor’s action was
sparked by Tribune stories Fri-
day and Sunday that detailed
Alden Village North’s alarming
history of violations and fatali-
ties, and how state officials
have done little about it. In all,
13 children and young adults

have died at the facility since
2000 in cases that resulted in
state citations for neglect or
failure to adequately investi-
gate.

The monitor will start mak-
ing unannounced visits within
the next several days, according
to the governor’s office and the
Illinois Department of Public
Health. The visits will occur at
least three times a week, at
different times of the day and
last about four hours each.

“The monitor will be there as
long as we feel they need to be,
based on their reports, our
surveys and if there are any
outstanding deficiencies,” de-
partment spokesman Tom
Green said.

He said the monitor, who is
often a nurse with experience
in long-term care, will check
staffing levels, investigate prob-
lems specific to the facility and
observe how employees treat
residents. After each visit, the
monitor will submit a written
report to the department. If
violations are discovered, the
monitor will notify the state,
which can send an inspection
team with the power to issue
citations.
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Center where kids 
died gets monitor
Tribune series spurs
Quinn to order visits
by state overseer to
safeguard residents
By Sam Roe
and Jared S. Hopkins
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OK, you’ve heard from

the Tribune editorial

board. We’ve endorsed

Bill Brady for governor

and Mark Kirk for the
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want to hear your
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Hours after Will County prosecutors ap-
peared at a court hearing with a Lynwood
police officer charged in a bizarre two-state
shooting spree, they set him free Tuesday
evening with an apology and the hope that he
understands their error.

A relieved Brian Dorian, 37, was released
from Will County Jail as local law enforce-
ment officials dropped a murder charge

against him and resumed their hunt for a
man known as the “honeybee gunman.”
Dorian had been held in lieu of $2.5 million
bail since his arrest Friday morning at his
Crete home.

“I feel horrible that Brian Dorian went
through this,” Will County State’s Attorney
James Glasgow said. “I certainly would
apologize for any inconvenience he has
suffered. But at the same time, he is a police
officer, and if he were in our shoes ... Brian 

Charges dropped
in shooting spree

Diane Dorian, center, leaves the Will County Courthouse on Tuesday morning after a court hearing for son Brian — before officials dropped
charges that accused him of killing a man. DAVID PIERINI/TRIBUNE PHOTO

By Steve Schmadeke,
Kristen Schorsch and Joel Hood
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“This is a huge deal,” said Zena
Naiditch, president of Equip for
Equality, a watchdog group for
people with disabilities. “They
would not be putting a monitor in
if they did not think people were
at risk.”

Alden Village North, a for-profit
facility at 7464 N. Sheridan Road,
cares primarily for children and
young adults with multiple phys-
ical and mental disabilities, in-
cluding severe or profound cogni-
tive impairment. The home has
had three different owners and
names in the past decade. It is now
operated by Floyd A. Schlossberg,
president of Chicago-based Alden
Management Services.

His firm, which runs more than
20 nursing facilities in Illinois,
said in a statement that it would
cooperate with the state monitor
and Quinn’s office.

“As we have in the past, we will
work with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health to continue
to deliver superior care at Alden
Village North as we have since we
acquired the facility in 2008,” the
statement said. “The primary
care, health and well-being of our
residents is our number one pri-
ority and will continue to be.”

Wendy Meltzer, a leading ad-
vocate for nursing home resi-
dents, said the use of monitors is
uncommon, “and I’ve never heard
of a governor ordering a monitor
— anytime, anywhere.”

Green said monitors are in two
other Illinois facilities, but he
couldn’t immediately say which
ones.

Brenda Wall, whose 21-year-old
niece Kimberly Stewart has lived
at Alden Village North since 2007,
said a monitor would help hold
facility staffers accountable.

“It’s going to make them un-
comfortable,” she said. “It’s good
for them. They’ll be on their toes.”

While staffers might be on their
best behavior in the presence of a
monitor, Deborah Kennedy, Equip
for Equality’s director of abuse
investigations, said the monitor
will have access to records — “and
they may tell an entirely different
story.”

Jon Musso, whose 11-year-old
son has lived at the facility for
most of his life, said Alden de-
served the additional scrutiny
and hoped the state follows
through on any problems found.

“If the state is going to go there
and check it out and then give
them a violation, then they need

to make sure they pay, and they
need to make sure they change
their practices,” he said.

The Tribune reported that the
state has levied $190,000 in fines
against the facility since 2000 but
that the home has not paid the full
amount of any penalty. Instead, it
has negotiated reduced fines, is
currently challenging others, and
in one case involving a $50,000
penalty, simply never paid.

Earlier this year, the legislature
passed sweeping nursing-home
reforms that boosted minimum
staffing levels, stepped up crimi-
nal background checks on new
residents and tightened rules on
psychotropic medications. But
facing political pressure from

some nursing home owners, law-
makers exempted Alden and 300
other facilities caring for the
developmentally disabled —
about a quarter of Illinois homes
providing long-term care.

Meltzer, who was instrumental
in crafting the legislation, said
she thinks lawmakers now have a
better chance to pass a bill to help
people with developmental disa-
bilities.

“There is more public pressure
and attention, and these facilities
can’t claim that there is nothing
wrong with them — that it’s just
the other guys,” she said.

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Inspector can stop by unannounced
Continued from Page 1

The monitor will start making unannounced visits to Alden Village North in the next several days, Pat Quinn’s office said. CHRIS SWEDA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Alden Village North is operated by Floyd Schlossberg, president of Alden
Management Services. His company said in a statement that it will co-
operate with the monitor and Quinn’s office. ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

“It’s going to make them uncomfortable.
It’s good for them. They’ll be on their toes.”
—Brenda Wall on the monitor’s impact on Alden Village North staffers 
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In a rare move, Gov. Pat Quinn on 
Tuesday ordered a health monitor be 
placed at a troubled Chicago facility car-
ing for children with severe developmen-
tal disabilities.

The governor also instructed his se-
nior health policy adviser to immediate-
ly draft legislation to ensure the safety 
of  residents at Alden Village North and 
similar facilities statewide.

“The administration takes the over-
sight of  the state’s care facilities very 
seriously,” his office said in a statement. 
“Even one tragedy is intolerable.”

The governor’s action was sparked by 
Tribune stories Friday and Sunday that 
detailed Alden Village North’s alarming 
history of  violations and fatalities, and 
how state officials have done little about 
it. In all, 13 children and young adults 
have died at the facility since 2000 in cas-
es that resulted in state citations for ne-
glect or failure to adequately investigate.

The monitor will start making unan-
nounced visits within the next several 
days, according to the governor’s office 
and the Illinois Department of  Public 
Health. The visits will occur at least 
three times a week, at different times of  
the day and last about four hours each.

“The monitor will be there as long as 
we feel they need to be, based on their re-
ports, our surveys and if  there are any 
outstanding deficiencies,” department 
spokesman Tom Green said.

He said the monitor, who is often a 
nurse with experience in long-term care, 
will check staffing levels, investigate 

problems specific to the facility and ob-
serve how employees treat residents. 
After each visit, the monitor will submit 
a written report to the department. If  
violations are discovered, the monitor 
will notify the state, which can send an 
inspection team with the power to issue 
citations.

“This is a huge deal,” said Zena Naid-
itch, president of  Equip for Equality, a 
watchdog group for people with disabili-
ties. “They would not be putting a moni-
tor in if  they did not think people were 
at risk.”

Alden Village North, a for-profit facil-
ity at 7464 N. Sheridan Road, cares pri-
marily for children and young adults 
with multiple physical and mental dis-
abilities, including severe or profound 
cognitive impairment. The home has 
had three different owners and names 
in the past decade. It is now operated by 
Floyd A. Schlossberg, president of  Chi-
cago-based Alden Management Services.

His firm, which runs more than 20 
nursing facilities in Illinois, said in a 
statement that it would cooperate with 
the state monitor and Quinn’s office.

“As we have in the past, we will work 
with the Illinois Department of  Public 
Health to continue to deliver superior 
care at Alden Village North as we have 
since we acquired the facility in 2008,” 
the statement said. “The primary care, 
health and well-being of  our residents 
is our number one priority and will con-
tinue to be.”

Wendy Meltzer, a leading advocate for 

nursing home residents, said the use of  
monitors is uncommon, “and I’ve never 
heard of  a governor ordering a monitor 
— anytime, anywhere.”

Green said monitors are in two other 
Illinois facilities, but he couldn’t imme-
diately say which ones.

Brenda Wall, whose 21-year-old niece 
Kimberly Stewart has lived at Alden 
Village North since 2007, said a monitor 
would help hold facility staffers account-
able.

“It’s going to make them uncom-
fortable,” she said. “It’s good for them. 
They’ll be on their toes.”

While staffers might be on their best 
behavior in the presence of  a monitor, 
Deborah Kennedy, Equip for Equality’s 
director of  abuse investigations, said the 
monitor will have access to records — 
“and they may tell an entirely different 
story.”

Jon Musso, whose 11-year-old son has 
lived at the facility for most of  his life, 
said Alden deserved the additional scru-
tiny and hoped the state follows through 
on any problems found.

“If  the state is going to go there and 
check it out and then give them a viola-
tion, then they need to make sure they 
pay, and they need to make sure they 
change their practices,” he said.

The Tribune reported that the state 
has levied $190,000 in fines against the 
facility since 2000 but that the home has 
not paid the full amount of  any penalty. 
Instead, it has negotiated reduced fines, 
is currently challenging others, and in 
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“This is a huge deal,” said Zena
Naiditch, president of Equip for
Equality, a watchdog group for
people with disabilities. “They
would not be putting a monitor in
if they did not think people were
at risk.”

Alden Village North, a for-profit
facility at 7464 N. Sheridan Road,
cares primarily for children and
young adults with multiple phys-
ical and mental disabilities, in-
cluding severe or profound cogni-
tive impairment. The home has
had three different owners and
names in the past decade. It is now
operated by Floyd A. Schlossberg,
president of Chicago-based Alden
Management Services.

His firm, which runs more than
20 nursing facilities in Illinois,
said in a statement that it would
cooperate with the state monitor
and Quinn’s office.

“As we have in the past, we will
work with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health to continue
to deliver superior care at Alden
Village North as we have since we
acquired the facility in 2008,” the
statement said. “The primary
care, health and well-being of our
residents is our number one pri-
ority and will continue to be.”

Wendy Meltzer, a leading ad-
vocate for nursing home resi-
dents, said the use of monitors is
uncommon, “and I’ve never heard
of a governor ordering a monitor
— anytime, anywhere.”

Green said monitors are in two
other Illinois facilities, but he
couldn’t immediately say which
ones.

Brenda Wall, whose 21-year-old
niece Kimberly Stewart has lived
at Alden Village North since 2007,
said a monitor would help hold
facility staffers accountable.

“It’s going to make them un-
comfortable,” she said. “It’s good
for them. They’ll be on their toes.”

While staffers might be on their
best behavior in the presence of a
monitor, Deborah Kennedy, Equip
for Equality’s director of abuse
investigations, said the monitor
will have access to records — “and
they may tell an entirely different
story.”

Jon Musso, whose 11-year-old
son has lived at the facility for
most of his life, said Alden de-
served the additional scrutiny
and hoped the state follows
through on any problems found.

“If the state is going to go there
and check it out and then give
them a violation, then they need

to make sure they pay, and they
need to make sure they change
their practices,” he said.

The Tribune reported that the
state has levied $190,000 in fines
against the facility since 2000 but
that the home has not paid the full
amount of any penalty. Instead, it
has negotiated reduced fines, is
currently challenging others, and
in one case involving a $50,000
penalty, simply never paid.

Earlier this year, the legislature
passed sweeping nursing-home
reforms that boosted minimum
staffing levels, stepped up crimi-
nal background checks on new
residents and tightened rules on
psychotropic medications. But
facing political pressure from

some nursing home owners, law-
makers exempted Alden and 300
other facilities caring for the
developmentally disabled —
about a quarter of Illinois homes
providing long-term care.

Meltzer, who was instrumental
in crafting the legislation, said
she thinks lawmakers now have a
better chance to pass a bill to help
people with developmental disa-
bilities.

“There is more public pressure
and attention, and these facilities
can’t claim that there is nothing
wrong with them — that it’s just
the other guys,” she said.

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com
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Alden Village North is operated by Floyd Schlossberg, president of Alden
Management Services. His company said in a statement that it will co-
operate with the monitor and Quinn’s office. ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

“It’s going to make them uncomfortable.
It’s good for them. They’ll be on their toes.”
—Brenda Wall on the monitor’s impact on Alden Village North staffers 
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one case involving a $50,000 penalty, sim-
ply never paid.

Earlier this year, the legislature 
passed sweeping nursing-home reforms 
that boosted minimum staffing levels, 
stepped up criminal background checks 
on new residents and tightened rules on 
psychotropic medications. But facing po-
litical pressure from some nursing home 
owners, lawmakers exempted Alden and 
300 other facilities caring for the develop-
mentally disabled — about a quarter of  
Illinois homes providing long-term care.

Meltzer, who was instrumental in 
crafting the legislation, said she thinks 
lawmakers now have a better chance to 
pass a bill to help people with develop-
mental disabilities.

“There is more public pressure and at-
tention, and these facilities can’t claim 
that there is nothing wrong with them 
— that it’s just the other guys,” she said.
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“This is a huge deal,” said Zena
Naiditch, president of Equip for
Equality, a watchdog group for
people with disabilities. “They
would not be putting a monitor in
if they did not think people were
at risk.”

Alden Village North, a for-profit
facility at 7464 N. Sheridan Road,
cares primarily for children and
young adults with multiple phys-
ical and mental disabilities, in-
cluding severe or profound cogni-
tive impairment. The home has
had three different owners and
names in the past decade. It is now
operated by Floyd A. Schlossberg,
president of Chicago-based Alden
Management Services.

His firm, which runs more than
20 nursing facilities in Illinois,
said in a statement that it would
cooperate with the state monitor
and Quinn’s office.

“As we have in the past, we will
work with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health to continue
to deliver superior care at Alden
Village North as we have since we
acquired the facility in 2008,” the
statement said. “The primary
care, health and well-being of our
residents is our number one pri-
ority and will continue to be.”

Wendy Meltzer, a leading ad-
vocate for nursing home resi-
dents, said the use of monitors is
uncommon, “and I’ve never heard
of a governor ordering a monitor
— anytime, anywhere.”

Green said monitors are in two
other Illinois facilities, but he
couldn’t immediately say which
ones.

Brenda Wall, whose 21-year-old
niece Kimberly Stewart has lived
at Alden Village North since 2007,
said a monitor would help hold
facility staffers accountable.

“It’s going to make them un-
comfortable,” she said. “It’s good
for them. They’ll be on their toes.”

While staffers might be on their
best behavior in the presence of a
monitor, Deborah Kennedy, Equip
for Equality’s director of abuse
investigations, said the monitor
will have access to records — “and
they may tell an entirely different
story.”

Jon Musso, whose 11-year-old
son has lived at the facility for
most of his life, said Alden de-
served the additional scrutiny
and hoped the state follows
through on any problems found.

“If the state is going to go there
and check it out and then give
them a violation, then they need

to make sure they pay, and they
need to make sure they change
their practices,” he said.

The Tribune reported that the
state has levied $190,000 in fines
against the facility since 2000 but
that the home has not paid the full
amount of any penalty. Instead, it
has negotiated reduced fines, is
currently challenging others, and
in one case involving a $50,000
penalty, simply never paid.

Earlier this year, the legislature
passed sweeping nursing-home
reforms that boosted minimum
staffing levels, stepped up crimi-
nal background checks on new
residents and tightened rules on
psychotropic medications. But
facing political pressure from

some nursing home owners, law-
makers exempted Alden and 300
other facilities caring for the
developmentally disabled —
about a quarter of Illinois homes
providing long-term care.

Meltzer, who was instrumental
in crafting the legislation, said
she thinks lawmakers now have a
better chance to pass a bill to help
people with developmental disa-
bilities.

“There is more public pressure
and attention, and these facilities
can’t claim that there is nothing
wrong with them — that it’s just
the other guys,” she said.

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Inspector can stop by unannounced
Continued from Page 1

The monitor will start making unannounced visits to Alden Village North in the next several days, Pat Quinn’s office said. CHRIS SWEDA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Alden Village North is operated by Floyd Schlossberg, president of Alden
Management Services. His company said in a statement that it will co-
operate with the monitor and Quinn’s office. ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

“It’s going to make them uncomfortable.
It’s good for them. They’ll be on their toes.”
—Brenda Wall on the monitor’s impact on Alden Village North staffers 
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Alden Village North is operated by Floyd Schlossberg, 
president of  Alden Management Services. His company 
said in a statement that it will cooperate with the monitor 
and Quinn’s office. ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Leading advocacy groups
Monday urged state offi-
cials to take aggressive ac-
tion to prevent the deaths of
children with severe disa-
bilities in nursing facilities.

Among the proposals:

raising fines and sending
cases to a medical examin-
er’s office. One advocate
suggested that facility op-
erators who run poor
homes shouldn’t be allowed
to acquire new ones. “How
many dead kids are you
going to get a pass on?”
asked Wendy Meltzer, exe-
cutive director for Illinois
Citizens for Better Care.

The ideas were debated at
a meeting of two dozen state
officials, advocates and
nursing home representa-
tives who are providing in-

put for legislation to safe-
guard children and adults
with developmental disabil-
ities.

Last month, a Tribune
investigation reported how
13 children and young
adults have died at a North
Side nursing facility since
2000 in cases that resulted
in citations for neglect or
failure to investigate. In
response to the articles,
Gov. Pat Quinn asked his
senior health policy ad-
viser, Michael Gelder, to
immediately draft legisla-

tion to protect residents at
the roughly 300 facilities in
Illinois caring for the devel-
opmentally disabled.

Gelder has since con-
vened two meetings of in-
terested parties. He said all
sides were working in “a
spirit of urgency and com-
mitment” and predicted a
bill would be introduced in
the spring.

Earlier this year, the leg-
islature passed sweeping
nursing home reforms but

quietly exempted facilities
caring for people with de-
velopmental disabilities,
such as severe cognitive
impairment. Now, officials
are studying whether those
reforms — and some new
ones — can be applied to
facilities for the disabled.

At Monday’s meeting,
Amber Smock, advocacy di-
rector for Access Living,
suggested some rules
should be specific to chil-
dren. For example, “if a kid

dies [in a facility], there
definitely should be a much
bigger fine,” she said.

State officials were skep-
tical. “The more that we
take a population and have
different criteria for differ-
ent ages, the greater risk we
run in not being able to
regulate all of them,” said
Teresa Garate, assistant di-
rector of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health.

But others disagreed.
Meltzer said a child’s death
should be automatically
sent to a medical examin-
er’s office or coroner for
review.

Richard Dees of the Pub-
lic Health Department said
a similar pilot program was
tried a few years ago in-
volving deaths in long-term
care facilities, but it stalled
when some coroners said
the workload was too great.

He said the department
still supports the idea of
working with coroners, and
participants at Monday’s
meeting agreed to study it
further. Dees also noted that
10 years ago, the state had 40
inspectors to cover facili-
ties for the developmentally
disabled, compared with 28
today.

Deborah Kennedy for
Equip for Equality said fa-
cilities caring for people
with disabilities should be
required to report all
deaths to the state. 

Michael Bibo of the Cen-
ter for Developmental Disa-
bilities Advocacy and Com-
munity Supports, which
represents facilities for dis-
abled people, said any new
rules should also cover
group homes for the devel-
opmentally disabled and
not just larger facilities.

“If there needs to be regu-
lations, then they need to be
done across the board,” Bi-
bo said in an interview after
the meeting.
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Nursing facilities for disabled are targeted
Advocates urge
tough rules in light
of patient deaths

By Sam Roe
and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

A key City Council com-
mittee voted Monday to set
aside about $100 million a
year from special taxing
districts to build or pre-
serve affordable housing,
even though Mayor Rich-
ard Daley opposes the idea.

The plan backed by af-
fordable-housing advocates
was approved by the Fi-
nance Committee 13-8 but
needs at least 26 votes in the
full City Council.

Ald. Walter Burnett Jr.,
27th, said he has the sup-
port of 27 aldermen, but
that could change if oppo-
nents, including Daley,
pressure some to change
their minds. Daley also
could veto the ordinance,
and then aldermen would
have to secure 34 votes to
make it stick.

After the committee
voted for the long-sought
proposal, supporters clad
in red shirts gave a stand-
ing ovation and poured into
the hallways to cheer. Earli-
er, Burnett lambasted staff
for the Community Devel-
opment Department that
opposed it.

“When do we have some
say-so in the money that is
being spent in our wards?”
he shouted. “Do we have to
listen to you all, or do we
have the votes? Are we
aldermen or are we just
rubber stamps?”

Under the ordinance, an
amount equal to 20 percent
of the funds collected each
year within tax increment
finance districts would
have to be dedicated to the
creation or preservation of
affordable housing. In TIF
districts, the amount of
property taxes paid to local
governments is frozen, and
taxes collected above that
amount are used to improve
those areas.

Although the city has in
the past used TIF funds to
build affordable housing,
requiring that affordable
housing be the most impor-
tant goal of every TIF could
hamper the administra-
tion’s efforts to boost other
development and create
jobs, said Ellen Sahli, first
deputy commissioner of
community development.

hdardick@tribune.com

Affordable
housing
bid clears
a hurdle
By Hal Dardick
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Product: CTBroadsheet PubDate: 11-16-2010 Zone: ALL Edition: HD Page: MAIN1-13 User: wimcdonald Time: 11-15-2010 22:23 Color: K

LOWEST
PRICE

$599
Reg. $1200,
previous sale
$840.
1/3 ct. t.w.‡

earrings.
! WebID WebID
329848

LOWEST
PRICE

$1999
Reg. $4400,
previous sale
$3080.
1 ct. t.w.‡

necklace.
! WebID WebID
362391

LOWEST PRICE

$599
Reg. $1200, previous sale $840.
1/3 ct. t.w.‡ ring.
! WebID 329855 WebID 329855

LOWEST PRICE$1599
Reg. $3400, previous sale $2380.
1 ct. t.w.‡ bracelet. ! WebID 18393 WebID 18393

LOWEST
PRICE

$269
Reg. $600. 1/2 ct. t.w.‡

diamond ring in 14k gold.
! WebID 425486 WebID 425486

LOWEST
PRICE

$289
Reg. $550.
3/4 ct. t.w.‡ diamond
bracelet in stainless steel.
! WebID 464880 WebID 464880

LOWEST
PRICES

20%+20% OFF
All diamond engagement rings.
For example: 2 ct. t.w.‡ in 14k white
gold. Reg. $9999, lowest price $5999.
! WebID 475141 WebID 475141

LOWEST
PRICE

$2499
Reg. $5800.
3 ct. t.w.‡ certified near
colorless diamond
bracelet in 14k white
gold. ! WebID WebID
166716

YOUR CHOICE, LOWEST PRICE $$$189
Reg. $500, previous sale $250. 3/4 ct. t.w.‡ earrings or rings.earrings or rings.earrings or rings.
A. ! WebID 460549 WebID 460549 C.! WebID 460543 WebID 460543 WebID 460543 WebID 460543
B. ! WebID 460553 WebID 460553                           D.! WebID 460536 WebID 460536 WebID 460536 WebID 460536

LOWEST PRICES
OF THE SEASON
ON SELECTED STYLES STOREWIDE

WEDNESDAY
SHOP 7AM-11PM
PREVIEW DAY TUESDAY
SHOP 8AM-11PM
ALL* FINE JEWELRY

3O%-5O% OFF
PLUS EXTRA 20% OFF
SELECTIONS

SHOP 8AM-11PM TUESDAY & 7AM-11PM WEDNESDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE.
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.TORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.TORES

O% FINANCING WITH OUR CLUB PLAN: No interest charge on fine jewelry or watch purchases of $500 or more on the Fine Jewelry Club Account (subject to credit approval). Monthly payments of 
the greater of $25 or 1/12th of the highest new balance of your Club Account since it last had a $0 balance, rounded up to the next whole dollar amount, are required. You may not get a full twelve 
months to pay a new Club Account purchase if you have a previous balance on your Club Account and your new Club Account balance does not exceed the previous high balance on your Club 
Account since it last had a zero balance. See Credit Card Agreement for additional details. 

Follow us on twitterExperience Macy’s any way you like! Become our fan on facebook Download our free iPhone App from iTunes

Enter the WebID in the search box at macys.com to order.!

LOWEST
PRICE

$499
Reg. $1000. 1/2 ct. t.w.‡

diamond studs in 14k white gold.
! WebID 387403 WebID 387403

LOWEST
PRICE

$349
Reg. $800.
1/2 ct. t.w.‡

diamond
earrings in
14k white gold.
! WebID WebID
426890

LOWEST
PRICE

$399
Reg. $800.
1/4 ct. t.w.‡

diamond
Sirena®

pendant in
14k white gold.
! WebID
193724

LOWEST
PRICE

$299
Reg. $700.
1/4 ct. t.w.‡

diamond
earrings
(! WebID WebID
283777) or
ring (! WebID WebID
355271) in
14k white gold.

LOWEST
PRICE

$189
Reg. $500.
Your choice:
sapphire (!
WebID 405522), 
emerald
(! WebID 405524) WebID 405524)
or ruby earringsr ruby earringsr
(! WebID 405523) WebID 405523)
with diamonds
in 14k gold.

LOWEST PRICE

$249
Reg. $700. Your choice: sapphire
(! WebID 400583) WebID 400583), ruby (! WebID WebID
119087) or emerald necklace (! WebID WebID
400585) with diamonds in 14k gold.

LOWEST
PRICE

$189
Reg. $450.
Your choice:
sapphire (! WebID WebID
382076), emerald
(! WebID 508366) WebID 508366)
or ruby pendant
(! WebID 460753 WebID 460753) 
with diamonds
in 14k gold.

LOWEST PRICE

$249
Reg. $700. Your choice:
sapphire (! WebID 86347) WebID 86347), 
ruby (! WebID 18744)  WebID 18744) or
emerald ring (! WebID 18751) WebID 18751)
with diamonds in 14k gold.

BLACK & WHITE DIAMONDS IN STERLING SILVERBLACK & WHITE DIAMONDS IN STERLING SILVERBLACK & WHITE DIAMONDS IN STERLING SILVER

DIAMONDS IN 14K TWO-TONE GOLD

Savings off reg. prices. *Does not include watches, designer collections, Donatella™, fashion 
jewelry or diamond engagement rings. Extra savings taken off already-reduced sale prices; 
lowest prices reflect extra savings; does not apply to Everyday Values, super buys, specials or 
trunk shows.

A

C

D

B

A key City Council com-
mittee voted Monday to setittee voted Monday to setittee v
aside about $100 million a
year from special taxing
districts to build or pre-
serve affordable housing,
even though Mayor Rich-en though Mayor Rich-en though May
ard Daley opposes the idea.

The plan backed by af-
fordabfordabf le-housing advocates
was approved by the Fi-
nance Committee 13-8 but
needs at least 26 votes in the
full City Council.full City Council.f

Ald. Walter Burnett Jr.,ld. Walter Burnett Jr.,ld. W
27th, said he has the sup-
port of 27 aldermen, but
that could change if oppo-
nents, including Daley,
pressure some to change
their minds. Daley also
could veto the ordinance,
and then aldermen would
have to secure 34 votes toe to secure 34 votes toe to secure 34 v
make it stick.

After the committee
voted for the long-soughtvoted for the long-soughtv
proposal, supporters clad
in red shirts gave a stand-
ing ovation and poured into
the hallways to cheer. Earli-he hallways to cheer. Earli-he hallwa
er, Burnett lambasted staffr, Burnett lambasted staffr
for the Community Devel-for the Community Devel-f
opment Department that
opposed it.

“When do we have some
say-so in the money thaay-so in the money thaa t is
being spent in our wards?”
he shouted. “Do we have to
listen to you all, or do weisten to you all, or do weisten to y
have the votes? Are we
aldermen or are we just
rubber stamps?”

Under the ordinance, an
amount equal to 20 percent
of the funds collected each
year within tax increment
finance districts wouldfinance districts wouldf
have to be dedicated to the
creation or preservation of
affordable housing. In TIF
districts, the amount of
property taxes paid to local
governments is frozen, and
taxes collected above that
amount are used to improve
those areas.

Although the city has in
the past used TIF funds to
build affordable housing,
requiring that affordable
housing be the most impor-
tant goal of every TIF could
hamper the administra-
tion’s efforts to boost other
development and create
jobs, said Ellen Sahli, first
deputy commissioner of
community development.
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Deadly Neglect

Leading advocacy groups Monday 
urged state officials to take aggressive 
action to prevent the deaths of  children 
with severe disabilities in nursing facili-
ties.

Among the proposals: raising fines and 
sending cases to a medical examiner’s of-
fice. One advocate suggested that facility 
operators who run poor homes shouldn’t 
be allowed to acquire new ones. “How 
many dead kids are you going to get a 
pass on?” asked Wendy Meltzer, execu-
tive director for Illinois Citizens for Bet-
ter Care.

The ideas were debated at a meeting 
of  two dozen state officials, advocates 
and nursing home representatives who 
are providing input for legislation to 
safeguard children and adults with de-
velopmental disabilities.

Last month, a Tribune investigation 
reported how 13 children and young 
adults have died at a North Side nursing 
facility since 2000 in cases that resulted 
in citations for neglect or failure to in-
vestigate. In response to the articles, Gov. 
Pat Quinn asked his senior health policy 
adviser, Michael Gelder, to immediately 
draft legislation to protect residents at 
the roughly 300 facilities in Illinois car-

ing for the developmentally disabled.
Gelder has since convened two meet-

ings of  interested parties. He said all 
sides were working in “a spirit of  urgen-
cy and commitment” and predicted a bill 
would be introduced in the spring.

Earlier this year, the legislature passed 
sweeping nursing home reforms but qui-
etly exempted facilities caring for people 
with developmental disabilities, such as 
severe cognitive impairment. Now, offi-
cials are studying whether those reforms 
— and some new ones — can be applied 
to facilities for the disabled.

At Monday’s meeting, Amber Smock, 
advocacy director for Access Living, sug-
gested some rules should be specific to 
children. For example, “if  a kid dies [in 
a facility], there definitely should be a 
much bigger fine,” she said.

State officials were skeptical. “The 
more that we take a population and have 
different criteria for different ages, the 
greater risk we run in not being able to 
regulate all of  them,” said Teresa Ga-
rate, assistant director of  the Illinois De-
partment of  Public Health.

But others disagreed. Meltzer said a 
child’s death should be automatically 
sent to a medical examiner’s office or 

coroner for review.
Richard Dees of  the Public Health De-

partment said a similar pilot program 
was tried a few years ago involving 
deaths in long-term care facilities, but 
it stalled when some coroners said the 
workload was too great.

He said the department still supports 
the idea of  working with coroners, and 
participants at Monday’s meeting agreed 
to study it further. Dees also noted that 10 
years ago, the state had 40 inspectors to 
cover facilities for the developmentally 
disabled, compared with 28 today.

Deborah Kennedy for Equip for Equal-
ity said facilities caring for people with 
disabilities should be required to report 
all deaths to the state.

Michael Bibo of  the Center for De-
velopmental Disabilities Advocacy and 
Community Supports, which represents 
facilities for disabled people, said any 
new rules should also cover group homes 
for the developmentally disabled and not 
just larger facilities.

“If  there needs to be regulations, then 
they need to be done across the board,” 
Bibo said in an interview after the meet-
ing.

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

Nursing facilities for 
disabled are targeted

Advocates urge tough rules in light of patient deaths

By Sam Roe and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

TUESDAY, NOV. 16, 2010
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Carrying faux coffins and chanting
slogans, advocates for children with se-
vere disabilities rallied Friday at the
corporate offices of a Chicago care facility
where more than a dozen kids and young
adults have died since 2000.

The protesters, some of whom have
disabilities and use wheelchairs, also
carried signs and used a bullhorn. When
the group went inside the offices of Alden
Management Services, 4200 W. Peterson
Ave., it became disruptive and Chicago
police were called to the scene, said Alden
spokeswoman Sarah Mahisekar.

The group then continued its rally
outside. Among the chants: “Children are
dying, shame on you.”

The group asked Floyd Schlossberg,
president of Alden Management Services,
to sign a pledge promising to pay any
unpaid fines to the state and to improve the
care at his firm’s facilities, including
Alden Village North on Sheridan Road.

Last month, a Tribune investigation
reported how 13 children and young adults
have died at Alden Village North since 2000
in cases that resulted in citations for
neglect or failure to investigate.

In response to the articles, Gov. Pat
Quinn asked his staff to draft legislation
immediately to protect residents at the
roughly 300 facilities in Illinois caring for

the developmentally disabled.
Adam Ballard, of Access Living, said the

rally was intended to highlight Schlossb-
erg’s track record in caring for children
with disabilities. “We wanted to tell him
it’s unacceptable for children to be dying
in his homes,” Ballard said.

In a statement, Alden officials wrote:
“We want our residents and the communi-
ty to know that Alden Village North
exceeds state staffing requirements and is
in full compliance with Illinois staffing
regulations. … Alden Village North re-
mains committed to providing a safe,
secure environment for our residents. Our
residents are our top priority.”

Mahisekar disputed the group’s esti-
mated turnout of 20 to 25 people and said
there were about 10.

Asked about the pledge, Mahisekar said
the group “did leave a piece of a paper.” She
said the protesters didn’t ask to meet with
anyone. “They just said they had some-
thing to drop off.”

The Tribune reported that since 2000,
the state has levied $190,000 in fines
against the facility now known as Alden
Village North. The home has had three
different owners in that time period.
Alden took over operations in 2008.

Since 2000 the facility’s operators have
paid just $21,450 in fines.

jahopkins@tribune.com
sroe@tribune.com

Advocates protest poor
care of disabled kids
13 children and young
adults have died at Alden
Village North since 2000

By Jared S. Hopkins and Sam Roe
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Explore the Tribune investigation
that uncovered a pattern of harmful
care at Alden Village North.

chicagotribune.com/neglect
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LASIK, Cataract & Cornea Centers
THOMAS 

JOHN, M.D.

Call Toll Free For FREE LASIK Consult

• 16532 S. Oak Park Ave.,

 Ste. 201 Tinley Park,

 IL 60477

• 708-429-2223
• Call Toll Free 877-247-3849
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• 10315 S. Cicero Ave.

 Oak Lawn, IL 60453

• 708-499-3939

• Call Toll Free 877-247-3916

www.drthomasjohn.com

We invite you to schedule a consultation, 
appointment or second opinion.

Call 708-429-2223

or 708-499-3939

Dr. Thomas John M.D. is recognized as one 
of the top six featured doctors in Chicago 
Magazine, January 2010 issues, page 58
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Deadly Neglect

Carrying faux coffins and chanting 
slogans, advocates for children with se-
vere disabilities rallied Friday at the cor-
porate offices of  a Chicago care facility 
where more than a dozen kids and young 
adults have died since 2000.

The protesters, some of  whom have 
disabilities and use wheelchairs, also 
carried signs and used a bullhorn. When 
the group went inside the offices of  Al-
den Management Services, 4200 W. Peter-
son Ave., it became disruptive and Chi-
cago police were called to the scene, said 
Alden spokeswoman Sarah Mahisekar.

The group then continued its rally out-
side. Among the chants: “Children are 
dying, shame on you.”

The group asked Floyd Schlossberg, 
president of  Alden Management Servic-
es, to sign a pledge promising to pay any 
unpaid fines to the state and to improve 
the care at his firm’s facilities, including 

Alden Village North on Sheridan Road.
Last month, a Tribune investigation 

reported how 13 children and young 
adults have died at Alden Village North 
since 2000 in cases that resulted in cita-
tions for neglect or failure to investigate.

In response to the articles, Gov. Pat 
Quinn asked his staff  to draft legislation 
immediately to protect residents at the 
roughly 300 facilities in Illinois caring 
for the developmentally disabled.

Adam Ballard, of  Access Living, 
said the rally was intended to highlight 
Schlossberg’s track record in caring for 
children with disabilities. “We wanted to 
tell him it’s unacceptable for children to 
be dying in his homes,” Ballard said.

In a statement, Alden officials wrote: 
“We want our residents and the commu-
nity to know that Alden Village North 
exceeds state staffing requirements and 
is in full compliance with Illinois staff-

ing regulations. ... Alden Village North 
remains committed to providing a safe, 
secure environment for our residents. 
Our residents are our top priority.”

Mahisekar disputed the group’s esti-
mated turnout of  20 to 25 people and said 
there were about 10.

Asked about the pledge, Mahisekar 
said the group “did leave a piece of  a pa-
per.” She said the protesters didn’t ask to 
meet with anyone. “They just said they 
had something to drop off.”

The Tribune reported that since 2000, 
the state has levied $190,000 in fines 
against the facility now known as Alden 
Village North. The home has had three 
different owners in that time period. Al-
den took over operations in 2008.

Since 2000 the facility’s operators have 
paid just $21,450 in fines.

Advocates protest poor 
care of disabled kids

13 children and young adults have died at Alden Village North since 2000

By Jared S. Hopkins and Sam Roe
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
SUNDAY, NOV. 21, 2010
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According to a
recent study, a
majority of black

smokers choose menthol cigarettes. 

puffing on menthols.
Johnson, who began smoking at age 17,

is unfazed, he said, that the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration is considering
whether to ban the sale of menthol
cigarettes, which for decades were heavi-
ly marketed to minorities. If they do, he
said, he’ll just try to find a way to get them
on the streets.

The FDA hearings have led to a fervid
debate in the African-American commu-
nity about whether a ban would curb
smoking or lead to a crime-ridden black-
market industry.

The longest Samuel Johnson has ever
been able to give up menthol cigarettes is
three months. Every time he tries to quit,
he said, that cool, minty flavor that first
drew him and other African-American
smokers to menthols lures him back.

“Everybody has a habit and mine is
smoking cigarettes,” said Johnson, 20,
standing outside Harold Washington Col-
lege downtown between classes with
other young students, many of them

The controversy intensified last week,
when 11 new studies funded by the
National Cancer Institute and published
in a special supplement to the journal
Addiction found that African-Americans
and young adults disproportionately
smoke menthol cigarettes and are less
successful when they try to quit.

The NAACP’s Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund has joined forces with the
American Legacy Foundation, an anti-
smoking group, to support an FDA ban in
an effort to keep another generation of
young people from being drawn in. 

According to the NAACP, the FDA
discriminated against African-American
children by banning the sale of clove and
fruit-flavored cigarettes last year while 

Samuel Johnson, 20, said if the FDA bans the sale of menthol cigarettes, he’ll try to find a way to get them on the streets. Studies
say African-Americans and young adults disproportionately smoke menthols. PHIL VELASQUEZ/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Turning up the heat on a troubled
Chicago facility for children with disabil-
ities, a watchdog group said Tuesday it
will investigate numerous deaths that
have occurred at the home in recent
years, including ones that have not been
thoroughly reviewed by regulators.

Equip for Equality, which has federal
authority to obtain medical records from
facilities caring for the disabled, said it
has been collecting documents from Al-
den Village North on North Sheridan
Road to determine how often neglect
played a role in the children’s deaths.

In a separate action, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family Services
said it has taken the rare step of pulling
two residents from Alden Village North
and four from Alden Village Health
Facility in suburban Bloomingdale be-
cause of concerns over care.

“We do not anticipate placing children
at these two facilities in the near future,”
agency spokesman Kendall Marlowe said 

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

Deaths at
children’s
facility get
closer look
Federally backed inquiry
comes as state relocates 6
youths over care concerns

By Sam Roe and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Please turn to Page 14

PETN, the explosive powder that was

sewn into the underwear of a would-be

bomber last Christmas, is largely respon-

sible for the stepped-up security mea-

sures at U.S. airports. There are fresh

concerns that al-Qaida remains deter-

mined to detonate a PETN bomb on a

plane, officials say. PAGE 16
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Following North Korea’s

attack against the South,

the U.S. works to avert more

hostilities as Seoul warns

Pyongyang it would face

“stern retaliation” for any

further episodes. PAGE 16

NATION & WORLD

Tensions
sky-high after
Korea attack

North Korean shelling of Yeonpyeong island left two South
Korean soldiers dead and 19 people injured. GETTY-AFP PHOTO

Chicago detectives are searching for clues as to why

an off-duty cop was shot and killed Monday night

on a quiet Southwest Side street. PAGE 6
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Cop died in volley of shots
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Samuel Johnson, 20, said if the FDA bans the sale of menthol cigarettes, he’ll try to find a way to get them on the streets. Studies
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PETN, the explosive powder that was

sewn into the underwear of a would-be

bomber last Christmas, is largely respon-

sible for the stepped-up security mea-

sures at U.S. airports. There are fresh

concerns that al-Qaida remains deter-

mined to detonate a PETN bomb on a

plane, officials say. PAPAP GE 16AGE 16A
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FolloFolloF wing North Korea’s

attack against the South,

the U.S. works to avert more

hostilities as Seoul warns

Pyongyang it would face

“stern retaliation” for any

further episodes. further episodes. f PAPAP GE 16AGE 16A
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Tensions
sky-high after
Korea attack

North Korean shelling of Yeonpyeong island left two South
Korean soldiers dead and 19 people injured. GETTY-AFP PHOTO

Chicago detectives are searching for clues as to why

an off-duty cop was shot and killed Monday night

on a quiet Southwest Side street. PAPAP GE 6AGE 6A
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Tuesday.
Both Equip for Equality’s

and DCFS’ actions were
sparked by a Tribune in-
vestigation last month that
revealed an alarming num-
ber of deaths and violations
at Alden Village North. The
articles prompted Gov. Pat
Quinn to place a state mon-
itor in the facility and to
seek reform legislation.

According to the state,
Floyd A. Schlossberg, presi-
dent of Alden Management
Services, operates both Al-
den Village North and Al-
den Village Health Facility.

In a statement, Alden
said its Sheridan Road facil-
ity does its “best to meet the
needs of each individual.
They are deeply saddened
whenever there is a loss.
Alden Village North is com-
mitted to providing quality
care.”

The Tribune investiga-
tion found that 13 children
and young adults living at
Alden Village North have
died since 2000 in cases
resulting in state citations
for neglect or failure to
investigate.

But records show those
deaths represent a fraction
of the total that have oc-
curred at the facility: At
least 11 additional residents
have died since 2008,
though those cases did not
result in citations. 

Moreover, a nurse for the
Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services told the state
monitor at Alden Village
North that she was con-
cerned that an even greater
number — at least 20 resi-
dents — had died between
December 2007 and March
of this year, according to a
report written by the mon-
itor and obtained by the
Tribune.

Because many children
at Alden Village North have
multiple disabilities and
are medically fragile, and
state public health depart-
ment inspectors do not in-
vestigate every death, it is
unclear how many of those
deaths at the facility have
been due to natural causes.

Equip for Equality, a pri-
vate nonprofit based in Chi-
cago, said it hopes to an-
swer that question by re-

viewing about a dozen
deaths that have occurred
within the last three years.

“Our review so far dem-
onstrates the clear need for
more oversight by the Illi-
nois Department of Public
Health of deaths in these
kinds of facilities,” said
Deborah Kennedy, the
group’s director of abuse
investigations.

Equip for Equality is part
of a nationwide network of
advocacy groups that have
been granted broad powers
by Congress to help protect
people with physical and
mental disabilities. These
powers include access to
facilities and certain re-
cords.

Kennedy said that short-
ly after the Tribune arti-
cles, a team of Equip for
Equality investigators
went to Alden Village
North to collect documents. 

She said an initial in-
quiry will be completed in a
few weeks and findings sent
to state and federal author-
ities as well as to Alden.

Marlowe, the DCFS
spokesman, said it had been
at least three years since his
agency removed children
from a nursing facility be-
cause of concerns over care.
But immediately after the
Tribune articles, Marlowe
said, DCFS removed two
residents, ages 5 and 19,
from Alden Village North
and four residents, ages 11,
12, 14 and 19, from Alden
Village Health Facility.

One resident has since
been placed in a foster
home; the other five were
put in nursing facilities or
similar medical settings.

Marlowe said the six resi-
dents are state wards who
originally were placed in
the Alden facilities because
they were abused or ne-
glected or had no caregiver.
He said there is no allega-
tion the children were
abused at the Alden homes,
but the agency did not want
to risk harm by keeping
them there.

Moving medically fragile
children from one facility to
another is inherently dis-
ruptive to their care, Mar-
lowe said, so “it’s not some-
thing you are going to do
without good reason.”

“It shouldn’t have to take
a newspaper article for any
agency to be aware of risks
to kids,” he said. “At the
same time, we make no
apology for acting on the
information” in the Trib-
une stories. “It would be
silly for us not to.”

Brenda Wall, whose 21-
year-old niece has lived at
Alden Village North since
2007, said she wondered
how authorities could allow
the facility to remain open
if DCFS were removing the
children under its care.

“You’re leaving other
people in jeopardy,” she
said.

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

New youth-death probe
Continued from Page 1

State officials announced the relocation of six people from
two facilities run by Alden Management Services, including
two from Alden Village North. ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Deadly Neglect

Turning up the heat on a troubled 
Chicago facility for children with dis-
abilities, a watchdog group said Tues-
day it will investigate numerous deaths 
that have occurred at the home in recent 
years, including ones that have not been 
thoroughly reviewed by regulators.

Equip for Equality, which has federal 
authority to obtain medical records from 
facilities caring for the disabled, said it 
has been collecting documents from Al-
den Village North on North Sheridan 
Road to determine how often neglect 
played a role in the children’s deaths.

In a separate action, the Illinois De-
partment of  Children and Family Ser-
vices said it has taken the rare step of  
pulling two residents from Alden Vil-
lage North and four from Alden Village 
Health Facility in suburban Blooming-
dale because of  concerns over care.

“We do not anticipate placing children 
at these two facilities in the near future,” 
agency spokesman Kendall Marlowe 
said Tuesday.

Both Equip for Equality’s and DCFS’ 
actions were sparked by a Tribune in-
vestigation last month that revealed an 
alarming number of  deaths and viola-
tions at Alden Village North. The arti-
cles prompted Gov. Pat Quinn to place a 
state monitor in the facility and to seek 
reform legislation.

According to the state, Floyd A. 
Schlossberg, president of  Alden Man-
agement Services, operates both Alden 
Village North and Alden Village Health 
Facility.

In a statement, Alden said its Sheri-
dan Road facility does its “best to meet 
the needs of  each individual. They are 
deeply saddened whenever there is a 
loss. Alden Village North is committed 
to providing quality care.”

The Tribune investigation found that 
13 children and young adults living at Al-
den Village North have died since 2000 in 
cases resulting in state citations for ne-
glect or failure to investigate.

But records show those deaths rep-
resent a fraction of  the total that have 
occurred at the facility: At least 11 ad-
ditional residents have died since 2008, 
though those cases did not result in cita-
tions.

Moreover, a nurse for the Illinois De-
partment of  Human Services told the 
state monitor at Alden Village North 
that she was concerned that an even 
greater number — at least 20 residents 
— had died between December 2007 and 
March of  this year, according to a report 
written by the monitor and obtained by 
the Tribune.

Because many children at Alden Vil-
lage North have multiple disabilities and 
are medically fragile, and state public 
health department inspectors do not in-
vestigate every death, it is unclear how 
many of  those deaths at the facility have 
been due to natural causes.

Equip for Equality, a private nonprofit 
based in Chicago, said it hopes to answer 
that question by reviewing about a dozen 
deaths that have occurred within the last 
three years.

“Our review so far demonstrates the 
clear need for more oversight by the Il-
linois Department of  Public Health of  
deaths in these kinds of  facilities,” said 
Deborah Kennedy, the group’s director 
of  abuse investigations.

Equip for Equality is part of  a na-
tionwide network of  advocacy groups 
that have been granted broad powers 
by Congress to help protect people with 
physical and mental disabilities. These 
powers include access to facilities and 
certain records.

Kennedy said that shortly after the 
Tribune articles, a team of  Equip for 
Equality investigators went to Alden Vil-
lage North to collect documents.

She said an initial inquiry will be com-
pleted in a few weeks and findings sent to 
state and federal authorities as well as to 
Alden.

Marlowe, the DCFS spokesman, said 
it had been at least three years since his 
agency removed children from a nursing 
facility because of  concerns over care. 
But immediately after the Tribune ar-
ticles, Marlowe said, DCFS removed two 
residents, ages 5 and 19, from Alden Vil-
lage North and four residents, ages 11, 
12, 14 and 19, from Alden Village Health 
Facility.

One resident has since been placed in 
a foster home; the other five were put in 
nursing facilities or similar medical set-
tings.

Marlowe said the six residents are 
state wards who originally were placed 
in the Alden facilities because they were 

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

Deaths at children’s 
facility get closer look

Federally backed inquiry comes as state relocates 6 youths over care concerns

By Sam Roe and Jared S. Hopkins
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Deadly Neglect

abused or neglected or had no caregiver. 
He said there is no allegation the chil-
dren were abused at the Alden homes, 
but the agency did not want to risk harm 
by keeping them there.

Moving medically fragile children 
from one facility to another is inherently 
disruptive to their care, Marlowe said, so 
“it’s not something you are going to do 
without good reason.”

“It shouldn’t have to take a newspa-
per article for any agency to be aware 
of  risks to kids,” he said. “At the same 
time, we make no apology for acting on 
the information” in the Tribune stories. 
“It would be silly for us not to.”

Brenda Wall, whose 21-year-old niece 
has lived at Alden Village North since 
2007, said she wondered how authorities 
could allow the facility to remain open if  
DCFS were removing the children under 
its care.

“You’re leaving other people in jeop-
ardy,” she said.14 CHICAGO TRIBUNE | SECTION 1 | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2010
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�������������������������������•�Keep�as�a�safety�net�for�unforeseen�expenses

Plus,�unlike�credit�card�and�other�consumer�debt,�the�interest
you�pay�on�your�Home�Equity�Line�may�be�tax-deductible.

There’s�no�application�fee,�so�apply�now�for�your
BankFinancial Home Equity Line of Credit.

*5 Year Term: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal plus 0.50%. 10 Year Term: APR based on 
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monthly. Annual maintenance fee of $50 is waived the first year. Property insurance is required. Flood insurance required, if applicable. Minimum APR
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review and approval. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Other plans are available.

Borrow right from
your own home.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

5- or 10-Year Terms
Loans of $25,000 - $100,000
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DIACETYL, a butter flavor
chemical, has been found
by federal health

officials to cause lung disease.

The law firm of Humphrey,
Farrington & McClain, P.C.
represents many such workers in
the U.S. with lung disease caused
by food flavoring and is believed
to be the only firm to have tried
such cases to a verdict. We have
received verdicts of $30.2 million
dollars, $20 million dollars,
$15 million dollars, $2.7 million
dollars and $7.5 million dollars.

If you work or have worked for one
of these companies and believe
that you have suffered breathing
problems, please call toll-free. You
may have a claim against suppliers
of BUTTER FLAVORING, DIACETYL or
DIACETYL-containing products.

Your confidentiality is guaranteed. Past results
are not a guarantee of future results. Every case is
different and must be judged on its own merits.
Mr. McClain and Mr. Crick are licensed in Missouri.
Mr. Rubens is licensed to practice in Illinois.
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BUSH BOAKE ALLEN
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FLAVORS OF NORTH AMERICA

FLAVORCHEM

FLAVOR CONCEPTS

H.B. TAYLOR CO.

OLMARC PACKAGING

SETHNESS-GREENLEAF, INC.

U.S FLAVORS & FRAGRANCES

or other butter flavor
user or manufacturer

Kenneth B. McClain
Steven E. Crick
(877) 287-3587 toll free

Humphrey, Farrington

& McClain P.C.

221 W. Lexington, Suite 400

Independence, Mo 64501

www.webmaster@hfmlegal.com

Jason H. Rubens
law offices of Jason H. Rubens

134 N. LaSalle St. Suite 444

Chicago, Il 60606

The McCormick 
Foundation 
matches all gifts 
at 50 cents on 
the dollar — 100 
percent helps those 
in need across 
Chicagoland.
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Gifts of $100 or more donated prior 
to Dec. 15, 2010, may be listed in the 
Chicago Tribune. To be included, 
please indicate a preference:

No, do not publish my information

Yes, publish my information

Publish name as

_________________________________

YOU
can help
give hope
support those in need

Give now. Here’s how.

! Online: Go to
chicagotribune.com/holidaygiving

! Phone: 1-800-217-3190

! Mail: Send this coupon and your 
donation to the Chicago Tribune 
Holiday Giving, 38971 Eagle Way, 
Chicago, IL 60678-1389

Make checks payable to Chicago 
Tribune Holiday Giving. 
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State officials announced the relocation of  
six people from two facilities run by Alden 
Management Services, including two from 
Alden Village North.  
ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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been under fire since Octo-
ber, when a Tribune in-
vestigation documented a
10-year pattern of violations
and deaths at the facility,
which cares for about 90
children and adults with
severe physical and mental
disabilities.

Some advocates wel-
comed the changes as long
overdue.

“This is sort of what you
would do in a situation
when things aren’t just
problematic, but problem-

A Chicago care facility
where a high number of
disabled children have died
in recent years said it has
taken numerous steps to
improve care, including re-
placing the top adminis-
trator, hiring more staff and

retraining employees.
“We’re looking at every-

thing critically,” said Bob
Molitor, chief operating offi-
cer of the Alden nursing
home chain, which over-
sees Alden Village North on
North Sheridan Road. “Are
we weak in that area? If we
are, we want to boost that
up.”

Alden Village North has

atic down to the core,” said
Zena Naiditch, president of
the Chicago-based watch-
dog group Equip for Equal-
ity. “It suggests they recog-
nize on some level that to
try to turn this place
around, you’re not starting
over, but you’re getting
pretty close to it.”

In his first interview
about the troubled facility,
Alden owner Floyd
Schlossberg said that the
home is improving and that
he disagreed with sugges-

tions made by some rela-
tives of residents who have
died there that he does not
care about what happens in
his homes.

“Don’t ever say this about
this owner or anyone else in
this company,” the 72-year-
old longtime nursing home
operator said. “We care for
everything that happens in
all of the facilities. No one in
this world wants to see
someone pass on.”

The Tribune found that 13
children and young adults
have died at the facility
since 2000 in cases that

resulted in state citations
for neglect or for failure to
investigate thoroughly. Sev-
en of those deaths occurred
after January 2008, when
Alden took over the facility.
At least 11 additional resi-
dents have died since 2008,
though those cases did not
result in citations.

Schlossberg said he was
“deeply hurt” by the Trib-
une’s articles because they
“don’t really portray us the
way we really are. … We’re a
sincere company interested
in providing quality serv-
ices for the frail, elderly and
pediatric population.”

When Schlossberg was
asked whether he would
have his staff re-examine
the circumstances for all
deaths that have occurred
at the home since he be-
came operator, his lawyer
stepped in to say Schlossb-
erg would not answer. But
Schlossberg then said he
would discuss the matter
with his colleagues and de-
cide later.

In response to the Trib-
une articles, Gov. Pat Quinn
placed a state monitor in
the facility, and federally
backed Equip for Equality
started an investigation
into numerous deaths at the
home. In a rare move, state
child-welfare authorities
pulled two residents from
Alden Village North and
four from another Schlossb-
erg home, Alden Village
Health Facility in suburban
Bloomingdale, because of
concerns over care.

Schlossberg would not
comment on authorities’ re-
moval of children from his
facilities, other than to say,
“I think we took really good
care of them.”

Although Schlossberg
said “there are no major
problems going on” at Al-
den Village North, he and
Molitor detailed a variety of
changes that have occurred
in recent weeks.

They would not say
whether they had fired the
previous administrator.
She could not be reached for
comment, but her mother
told the Tribune her daugh-
ter had been fired about
three weeks ago, right after
returning from her honey-
moon.

Molitor said Alden Vil-
lage North has hired sev-
eral more staffers and cre-
ated a “nursing liaison”
position to handle any com-
plaints from schools and
day training centers. New
procedures, he said, also
ensure children go to school
clean.

“There isn’t anyone from
that facility who isn’t
looked at head to toe,” he
said.

The Tribune reported
that teachers over the years
have complained that the
facility sent some children
to school in tattered cloth-
ing, soiled diapers and
filthy wheelchairs.

The newspaper also re-
ported how the state repeat-
edly has cited the facility
with not providing enough
activities or outings for
some residents. Molitor
said Alden has stepped up
activities, including trips to
the Shedd Aquarium and
the Field Museum.
Schlossberg also said the
facility began renovations
last year that will offer
more program and living
space for residents.

Bob Hedges, president of
the Illinois Health Care As-
sociation, a lobbying group
for nursing home opera-
tors, said Schlossberg clear-
ly wants to improve the
facility.

“You don’t make those
kinds of changes unless you
recognize there are some
issues,” he said.

Amber Smock, of Access
Living, a Chicago advocacy
group that helped stage a
protest at Alden corporate
headquarters on West
Peterson Avenue last
month, said the changes are
a step in the right direction,
but she said her group still
wants Alden Village North
closed and children with
disabilities moved into
more home-based settings.

Naiditch of Equip for
Equality said changes must
be lasting if they are to
make a difference.

“The key will be in six
months, when the limelight
is taken off this facility,” she
said. “If one of these deaths
were to occur at that time,
would the staff handle it
differently?”

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Troubled nursing home for disabled kids is making changes
Top administrator is out, as officials
at Alden Village North vow to have
more programs and better cleanliness

By Sam Roe
and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Explore the Tribune’s
investigation of Alden
Village North, a probe

that led to government
action.

chicagotribune.com/neglect
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Deadly Neglect

A Chicago care facility where a high 
number of  disabled children have died in 
recent years said it has taken numerous 
steps to improve care, including replac-
ing the top administrator, hiring more 
staff  and retraining employees.

“We’re looking at everything criti-
cally,” said Bob Molitor, chief  operating 
officer of  the Alden nursing home chain, 
which oversees Alden Village North on 
North Sheridan Road. “Are we weak in 
that area? If  we are, we want to boost 
that up.”

Alden Village North has been under 
fire since October, when a Tribune inves-
tigation documented a 10-year pattern 
of  violations and deaths at the facility, 
which cares for about 90 children and 
adults with severe physical and mental 
disabilities.

Some advocates welcomed the chang-
es as long overdue.

“This is sort of  what you would do 
in a situation when things aren’t just 
problematic, but problematic down to 
the core,” said Zena Naiditch, president 
of  the Chicago-based watchdog group 
Equip for Equality. “It suggests they rec-
ognize on some level that to try to turn 
this place around, you’re not starting 
over, but you’re getting pretty close to it.”

In his first interview about the trou-
bled facility, Alden owner Floyd Schloss-
berg said that the home is improving and 
that he disagreed with suggestions made 
by some relatives of  residents who have 
died there that he does not care about 

what happens in his homes.
“Don’t ever say this about this owner 

or anyone else in this company,” the 
72-year-old longtime nursing home op-
erator said. “We care for everything that 
happens in all of  the facilities. No one 
in this world wants to see someone pass 
on.”

The Tribune found that 13 children 
and young adults have died at the facil-
ity since 2000 in cases that resulted in 
state citations for neglect or for failure 
to investigate thoroughly. Seven of  those 
deaths occurred after January 2008, 
when Alden took over the facility. At 
least 11 additional residents have died 
since 2008, though those cases did not re-
sult in citations.

Schlossberg said he was “deeply hurt” 
by the Tribune’s articles because they 
“don’t really portray us the way we really 
are. ... We’re a sincere company interest-
ed in providing quality services for the 
frail, elderly and pediatric population.”

When Schlossberg was asked wheth-
er he would have his staff  re-examine 
the circumstances for all deaths that 
have occurred at the home since he be-
came operator, his lawyer stepped in to 
say Schlossberg would not answer. But 
Schlossberg then said he would discuss 
the matter with his colleagues and de-
cide later.

In response to the Tribune articles, 
Gov. Pat Quinn placed a state monitor in 
the facility, and federally backed Equip 
for Equality started an investigation into 

numerous deaths at the home. In a rare 
move, state child-welfare authorities 
pulled two residents from Alden Village 
North and four from another Schloss-
berg home, Alden Village Health Facility 
in suburban Bloomingdale, because of  
concerns over care.

Schlossberg would not comment on 
authorities’ removal of  children from 
his facilities, other than to say, “I think 
we took really good care of  them.”

Although Schlossberg said “there are 
no major problems going on” at Alden 
Village North, he and Molitor detailed a 
variety of  changes that have occurred in 
recent weeks.

They would not say whether they had 
fired the previous administrator. She 
could not be reached for comment, but 
her mother told the Tribune her daugh-
ter had been fired about three weeks ago, 
right after returning from her honey-
moon.

Molitor said Alden Village North has 
hired several more staffers and created a 
“nursing liaison” position to handle any 
complaints from schools and day train-
ing centers. New procedures, he said, 
also ensure children go to school clean.

“There isn’t anyone from that facility 
who isn’t looked at head to toe,” he said.

The Tribune reported that teachers 
over the years have complained that 
the facility sent some children to school 
in tattered clothing, soiled diapers and 
filthy wheelchairs.

The newspaper also reported how the 

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

Troubled nursing home for 
disabled kids is making changes

Top administrator is out, as officials at Alden Village North vow 
to have more programs and better cleanliness

By Sam Roe and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
SUNDAY, DEC. 19, 2010
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state repeatedly has cited the facility 
with not providing enough activities or 
outings for some residents. Molitor said 
Alden has stepped up activities, includ-
ing trips to the Shedd Aquarium and the 
Field Museum. Schlossberg also said the 
facility began renovations last year that 
will offer more program and living space 
for residents.

Bob Hedges, president of  the Illinois 
Health Care Association, a lobbying 
group for nursing home operators, said 
Schlossberg clearly wants to improve the 
facility.

“You don’t make those kinds of  chang-
es unless you recognize there are some 
issues,” he said.

Amber Smock, of  Access Living, a 
Chicago advocacy group that helped 
stage a protest at Alden corporate head-
quarters on West Peterson Avenue last 
month, said the changes are a step in the 
right direction, but she said her group 
still wants Alden Village North closed 
and children with disabilities moved 
into more home-based settings.

Naiditch of  Equip for Equality said 
changes must be lasting if  they are to 
make a difference.

“The key will be in six months, when 
the limelight is taken off  this facility,” 
she said. “If  one of  these deaths were to 
occur at that time, would the staff  han-
dle it differently?”
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Snow, a slippery field and chilling

temperatures failed to deter the

Bears from their mission on “Mon-

day Night Football.” Their checklist

for a successful night:

! Beat Vikings 40-14. 

! Clinch NFC North title and berth in

playoffs. 

COMPLETE COVERAGE 
IN CHICAGO SPORTS

! Knock Brett Favre out of the game. 

! Get record punt return for a touch-

down from Devin Hester. 

! Get three touchdown passes from Jay

Cutler. 

BEARS 40, VIKINGS 14

How to have eco-friendly holidays NEWS FOCUS,
PAGE 4

24Starting Dec. 21

We’re open until 6pm Christmas Eve
hours

Shop around the clock...
starts Tuesday at:
Macy’s Woodfi eld, Oak Brook
& Orland Square

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2010 l Questions? Call 1-800-TRIBUNE l 24 hours at chicagotribune.com

$1.00 CITY & SUBURBS, $1.25 ELSEWHERE—164TH YEAR NO. 355 © CHICAGO TRIBUNE D

In 2004, a 12-year-old boy with
cerebral palsy became wedged
between the mattress and protec-
tive padding of his bed at Alden
Village Health Facility in Bloom-
ingdale.

Nursing aides didn’t immedi-
ately notice because the room was
so crowded and cluttered, and
within three hours, Sharif Kha-
missi was dead.

Illinois regulators hit the home
with one of their largest penalties:
a $50,000 fine. But in the end, the
facility cut a deal with the state
and paid just $10,000.

“It should have been more,”
said the boy’s father, Farhad Kha-
missi. “Alden was at fault for my
son dying.”

Throughout Illinois, facilities
caring for children and young
adults with severe developmental
disabilities have escaped serious
penalties when kids have been
harmed or died on their watch.

In October, the Tribune in-
vestigation “Deadly Neglect” re-
ported that another Alden facility
for children — Alden Village
North in Chicago — hadn’t paid
the full amount of any recent fine
despite an alarming number of
deaths. A review of more state 

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG
UPDATE

Nursing
homes
escape
big fines
State negotiates down,
even in cases where
disabled kids have died 

By Sam Roe 
and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
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The chanting could be heard
from the bottom of the escalator
lifting the stampede of Red Line
commuters up into the cold eve-
ning.

“Stop the violence! Break the
silence!” the women yelled, their
voices echoing around the 95th
Street station, each chant punc-
tuated with puffs of breath.

“What do we want? Peace!
When do we want it? Now!”

Some polite rush-hour com-
muters stopped to look at the
fliers the women passed out; a
few stopped to talk. But the 15 or
so women who call themselves
the Deborah Sisters weren’t wor-
ried about how many people they
reached — it was who stopped
that mattered.

The Deborahs — pronounced
deh-BOHR-ahs — are on a mis-

sion to save their neighborhoods,
one troubled soul at a time. The
all-women’s group that formed
this year has charged into the
traditionally male-dominated
world of crime fighting, employ-
ing a feminine touch as a means
to rein in violence, rescue youths

and rebuild communities.
“There is hope,” said Dernice

Canty, 66, a bright smile on her
face after she had a brief but
poignant conversation with a
teen on his way out the “L” stop 

Even in crisis, ‘there is hope’
With rallies, prayers
and talks, all-women’s
group fights violence

Dernice Canty speaks to Frank Bradley, 16, as she and other Deborah
Sisters pass out fliers at a CTA stop. ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Chicago Public Schools

officials are investigating 

the death of a seventh-grader

who had an allergic reaction

to food she ate at Edison

Regional Gifted Center. PAGE 8 

CHICAGOLAND

7th-grader dies
of food allergy

A measure set for approval

by Congress would give the

FDA sweeping new powers to

regulate foreign foodstuffs.

But funding in future years

remains a wild card. PAGE 25

BUSINESS

Food safety bill
targets imports

Christmas is stressful enough, but the possibility

of a major storm system moving into the Midwest later

this week has holiday travelers assessing their options.

For weather travel tips, turn to PAGE 6

CHICAGOLAND

Travelers watching weather

The Bears’ Devin Hester (23) celebrates setting an NFL record with his 14th career return for a touchdown Monday against the Minne-
sota Vikings. The 64-yard punt return helped the Bears beat the Vikings 40-14. NUCCIO DINUZZO/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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NFC NORTH
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down from Devin Hester. 

! Get three touchdown passes from Jay
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But funding in future years
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Christmas is stressful enough, but the possibility

of a major storm system moving into the Midwest later
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Deadly Neglect

In 2004, a 12-year-old boy with cerebral 
palsy became wedged between the mat-
tress and protective padding of  his bed at 
Alden Village Health Facility in Bloom-
ingdale.

Nursing aides didn’t immediately no-
tice because the room was so crowded 
and cluttered, and within three hours, 
Sharif  Khamissi was dead.

Illinois regulators hit the home with 
one of  their largest penalties: a $50,000 
fine. But in the end, the facility cut a deal 
with the state and paid just $10,000.

“It should have been more,” said the 
boy’s father, Farhad Khamissi. “Alden 
was at fault for my son dying.”

Throughout Illinois, facilities caring 
for children and young adults with se-
vere developmental disabilities have es-
caped serious penalties when kids have 
been harmed or died on their watch.

In October, the Tribune investigation 
“Deadly Neglect” reported that another 
Alden facility for children — Alden Vil-
lage North in Chicago — hadn’t paid the 
full amount of  any recent fine despite an 
alarming number of  deaths. A review of  
more state records reveals a similar pat-
tern at Illinois’ other nine homes for chil-
dren with disabilities: Of  the $220,000 in 
fines levied since 2000, the facilities have 
paid just $45,000, or about 21 percent of  
the total.

One home, the Tribune found, suc-
cessfully fought to have its fine reduced 
— and still hasn’t paid up.

Several of  these facilities are for-profit 
companies, and some have donated thou-
sands of  dollars to political campaigns 
or lobbying groups.

Floyd Schlossberg, operator of  Alden 
Village North and Alden Village Health 

Facility, and his companies have given 
nearly $900,000 in campaign contribu-
tions since 2000, mostly to lobbying 
groups representing nursing home op-
erators, campaign records show.

Schlossberg said in an interview that 
donating to campaigns is a part of  doing 
business and that he, his wife and his 
companies also have given millions over 
the years to charities.

The Tribune calculated from state fi-
nancial disclosure records that Schloss-
berg’s more than two dozen nursing 
homes in Illinois made a combined $4 
million in profits last year, but he disput-
ed that figure, saying the chain earned 
“much less.” He wouldn’t say what the 
correct figure was, but he did say his 
business was profitable.

Schlossberg’s attorney, Mary Chelotti-
Smith, said Alden was not getting off  
easy by paying reduced fines, noting that 
citations issued by the state are only alle-
gations and that the company has a right 
to challenge them. “Everyone has a right 
to a hearing,” she said.

Officials at the Illinois Department of  
Public Health said it is common practice 
to reduce fines against nursing facilities 
if  the homes agree to drop their appeals. 
But officials added that they should do 
a better job negotiating higher final 
amounts and going after facilities that 
refuse to pay at all.

Wendy Meltzer, a leading advocate 
for residents of  nursing facilities, said 
homes should have to pay more than the 
21 percent found by the Tribune.

“That’s outrageous,” she said. “The 
amount of  the fine to begin with isn’t 
very high, so when you make it 20 cents 
on the dollar, that’s just not very much 

money for a death.”
The nonprofit Swann Special Care 

Center in Champaign still hasn’t paid its 
fine even after getting it reduced, records 
show.

Swann was fined $25,000 in 2006 after 
nurses failed to properly assess a 28-year-
old woman who had developed a fever 
and subsequently died, records show. 
When the woman’s oxygen saturation 
rate — the concentration of  oxygen in 
her bloodstream — dropped to a danger-
ously low 85 percent, two nurses held an 
oxygen mask over her face, raising her 
levels to a more normal 90 percent. But 
the woman, who had profound mental 
disabilities, kept pulling the mask off, 
and the nurses didn’t stay in the room 
with her “because they had other tasks 
to complete,” a state inspection report 
said. One of  the nurses told investigators 
she had 32 residents to look after.

The woman died a few hours later in 
a hospital of  pneumonia. In levying the 
fine, the state cited the nursing facility 
for several violations, including neglect.

One month later, as the facility was 
contesting the penalty, the state fined the 
home again — this time $35,000 for sev-
eral violations, including neglect for not 
preventing a resident with mental dis-
abilities from eating bits of  towel.

For the next three years, the facility 
contested the two fines. Last March, the 
state agreed to drop the neglect viola-
tions and cut the total penalty to $20,000, 
or a third of  the fines combined.

Swann agreed to pay by April but has 
not done so, state health department of-
ficials said.

Although the department can bar 
scofflaws from renewing their nursing 
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60% OFF
HOLIDAY LANE
& MARTHA
STEWART
COLLECTION
Orig.* $3-$1800.
Now 1.20-719.99.
Only at Macy’s.
Holiday ornaments
and decor.

SPECIAL 16.99
Reg. $34, after special 19.99. Harry
London 3-lb. box of chocolates or
Harry & David 1-lb. 8-oz. Moose Munch
party drum.

SPECIAL 29.99
Reg. $80, after special 49.99.
International Silver 53pc. flatware
service for 8. From top: Capri Frost
and American Bead.

SALE 39.99
ALL 8-PC. BED
ENSEMBLES
You save $60. Reg. $100. Only
at Macy’s. From Fairfield Square
Collection: comforter, bedskirt, sheet
set and 2 standard shams. Full-king.
Twin also on sale. Shown: Norwood.

SPECIAL 19.99
Reg. $60, after special $40. Only at
Macy’s. Martha Stewart Collection
plush cotton robe.

SPECIAL 60% OFF
Special 15.99-87.99. Reg. $40-$220, after
special 19.99-109.99. Only at Macy’s.
Martha Stewart Collection Alergy Wise
comforters and pillows.

50% OFF
R.H. MACY & CO.
Reg. $18-$32. Sale $9-$16. Only at
Macy’s. Chocolate assortments and more.

50% +10% OFF
12-PC. CHINA SETS
Orig.* $200-$440. Final cost $90-$198.
In holiday patterns. Shown: Spode
Christmas Tree.! WebID 165169

50% OFF
FIESTA PLACE SETTINGS
Reg. $48. Sale $24.! WebID 5747

Also, 40% off open stock and accessories.
Reg. 7.50-$100. Sale 4.50-$60.

SALE 99.99
INSTYLER
Save $25. Reg. $125. Rotating hair iron
smooths, shines and adds volume. #30219.

SALE 149.99
ANY SIZE COMFORTER
Reg. $360-$440. Only at Macy’s. Charter
Club Level 4 Vail European white goose
ecoDown® fill; 350-thread count cotton
cover. Twin-king.! WebID 483373

SALE 179.99 ALL 24-PC. BEDROOM ENSEMBLES
Reg. $400-$460. Only at Macy’s. Queen or king with comforter, bedskirt, sheet set,
2 standard shams, 2 Euro shams, 2 decorative pillows and 2 window treatments. Shown:
Chantilly Well-Decorated Bedroom Set by Martha Stewart Collection. ! WebID 477655

THE LAST

ONE
DAY
SALE
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

50%-60% OFF
ALL THROWS
Reg. $40-$160. Sale 19.99-79.99. From
Charter Club, Martha Stewart Collection
and more. Patterns, textures, chunky
cables, reversible, more.

60%+10% OFF
ALL FLANNEL
Only at Macy’s. From Martha Stewart
Collection. Cotton sheet sets, comforter
covers and accessories. Twin-king.
Reg. $40-$225. Final cost  13.99-80.99.

SALE 19.99
3-IN-1
BODYWRAP
Save $30.
Reg. $50.
Only at Macy’s.
Charter Club
blanket
/bodywrap
/throw.
! WebID

493561

records reveals a similar
pattern at Illinois’ other
nine homes for children
with disabilities: Of the
$220,000 in fines levied
since 2000, the facilities
have paid just $45,000, or
about 21percent of the total.

One home, the Tribune
found, successfully fought
to have its fine reduced —
and still hasn’t paid up.

Several of these facilities
are for-profit companies,
and some have donated
thousands of dollars to po-
litical campaigns or lobby-
ing groups.

Floyd Schlossberg, oper-
ator of Alden Village North
and Alden Village Health
Facility, and his companies
have given nearly $900,000
in campaign contributions
since 2000, mostly to lobby-
ing groups representing
nursing home operators,
campaign records show.

Schlossberg said in an
interview that donating to
campaigns is a part of doing
business and that he, his
wife and his companies also
have given millions over the
years to charities.

The Tribune calculated
from state financial dis-
closure records that
Schlossberg’s more than
two dozen nursing homes
in Illinois made a combined
$4 million in profits last
year, but he disputed that
figure, saying the chain
earned “much less.” He
wouldn’t say what the cor-
rect figure was, but he did
say his business was profit-
able.

Schlossberg’s attorney,
Mary Chelotti-Smith, said
Alden was not getting off
easy by paying reduced
fines, noting that citations
issued by the state are only
allegations and that the
company has a right to
challenge them. “Everyone
has a right to a hearing,”
she said.

Officials at the Illinois
Department of Public
Health said it is common
practice to reduce fines
against nursing facilities if
the homes agree to drop
their appeals. But officials
added that they should do a
better job negotiating
higher final amounts and
going after facilities that
refuse to pay at all.

Wendy Meltzer, a leading
advocate for residents of
nursing facilities, said
homes should have to pay
more than the 21 percent
found by the Tribune.

“That’s outrageous,” she
said. “The amount of the
fine to begin with isn’t very
high, so when you make it
20 cents on the dollar, that’s
just not very much money
for a death.”

The nonprofit Swann
Special Care Center in
Champaign still hasn’t paid
its fine even after getting it
reduced, records show.

Swann was fined $25,000
in 2006 after nurses failed to
properly assess a 28-year-
old woman who had devel-
oped a fever and sub-
sequently died, records
show. When the woman’s
oxygen saturation rate —
the concentration of oxygen
in her bloodstream —
dropped to a dangerously
low 85 percent, two nurses
held an oxygen mask over
her face, raising her levels
to a more normal 90 per-

cent. But the woman, who
had profound mental disa-
bilities, kept pulling the
mask off, and the nurses
didn’t stay in the room with
her “because they had
other tasks to complete,” a
state inspection report
said. One of the nurses told
investigators she had 32
residents to look after.

The woman died a few
hours later in a hospital of
pneumonia. In levying the
fine, the state cited the
nursing facility for several
violations, including ne-

glect.
One month later, as the

facility was contesting the
penalty, the state fined the
home again — this time
$35,000 for several viola-
tions, including neglect for
not preventing a resident
with mental disabilities
from eating bits of towel.

For the next three years,
the facility contested the
two fines. Last March, the
state agreed to drop the
neglect violations and cut
the total penalty to $20,000,
or a third of the fines com-

bined.
Swann agreed to pay by

April but has not done so,
state health department of-
ficials said.

Although the depart-
ment can bar scofflaws
from renewing their nurs-
ing home licenses, spokes-
woman Melaney Arnold
said state workers have had
trouble flagging such
homes at renewal time. “I
know that sounds pretty
simple, but that’s not some-
thing they have been able to
do,” she said.

The department also has
the authority to withhold
Medicaid money from fa-
cilities that don’t pay fines,
and after inquiries by the
Tribune, Arnold said the
state will move toward tak-
ing that step against
Swann.

In an interview, Kym Hal-
berstadt, administrator at
Swann, would not comment
on why the facility hasn’t
paid its fines, saying only:
“If we haven’t paid, we
will.”

When inspectors fined

Alden Village Health Facil-
ity in 2004 for the death of
Sharif, the 12-year-old boy,
the case dragged on for five
years before the home fi-
nally agreed to pay a frac-
tion of the penalty.

Born in Iran, Sharif
could not walk or talk and
was legally blind. Accord-
ing to his father, the boy’s
parents took him to numer-
ous doctors in Russia, Ger-
many and Turkey before
moving to the United States
and placing him at Alden.

On the day he died, Sharif

Nursing homes get discounts on state fines
Continued from Page 1

Nursing facilities often 
contest fines imposed by 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. Facilities 
regularly win reductions, 
and only portions of the 
initial fines are paid.

NURSING FACILITY FINES
For all Illinois long-term care
facilities, including nursing
homes and centers for
children with developmental
disabilities

Fines slashed

SOURCE: Illinois Department 
of Public Health

NOTE: Amount collected in a given
year does not directly correlate to the
fines imposed that same year because
many cases are settled years later.

TRIBUNE

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

Fines imposed

Amount collected

$1.4 million

$413,000

$3.4 million

$765,000

$3.6 million

$908,000

$2.6 million

$1 million

$2.0 million

$1.1 million
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SPECIAL 17.99
Reg. 39.99, after special 24.99.
Bella Cucina donut maker, #13466;
cupcake maker, #13465; circus waffler
or waffle cone maker.

SPECIAL 27.99
Reg. 69.99, after special 39.99. Only at
Macy’s. 15-pc. cutlery set by Tools of the
Trade. ! WebID 386714

SPECIAL 99.99
Reg. $300, after special 149.99.
Only at Macy’s. Tag Coronado II
5-pc. spinner luggage set.

SPECIAL 34.99
Reg. 99.99 & $100, after special 59.99.
Only at Macy’s. Your choice: 12-pc. Basics
Classic, Essential or Everyday cookware
set. ! WebID 351162

29.99
AFTER
$10
REBATE†, 
SALE
39.99
REMINGTON
Reg. 89.99. Rotary
shaver with titanium-
coated blades.
#R4135XP.
! WebID 343922

SALE
79.99
NORELCO
Save $100.
Reg. 179.99.
Speed-XL cordless
contour shaver with
charger. #8250XL.
! WebID 330268

SALE
39.99
GARMENT
STEAMER
Save $35.
Reg. 74.99. Heats
up in 45 seconds.
By Home Touch.
#PS250.
! WebID 478773

SALE 79.99
SHIATSU
MASSAGER
Save $80.
Reg. 159.99.
Only at Macy’s.
Sharper Image
cushion
with heat.
#MSI-CS270H.
! WebID
494473

SALE 18.99
PRESTO JUMBO GRIDDLE
Save $31. Reg. 49.99. With large nonstick
cooking surface and cast-aluminum
exterior. #7034. ! WebID 136866

SALE
39.99
YOUR CHOICE
Save $40. Reg. 79.99.
Sharper Image
massage gifts:
hand-held,
#MSG-H401
(! WebID 494487);
shiatsu foot,
MSG-F110
(! WebID 494463)
or shiatsu pillow,
#MSG-P110
(! WebID 494480)

SALE 99.99
CUISINART
Save $80. Reg. 179.99.
11-cup food processor
with extra-large feed
tube. #DLC8S.

14.99 AFTER $5
REBATE†, SALE
19.99 BELLA CUCINA
Reg. 29.99. Your choice: new sandwich
maker, #13502 (! WebID 476399)
or quesadilla maker, #10023
(! WebID 212733)

14.99 AFTER $5
REBATE†, SALE
19.99 BELLA CUCINA
Reg. 44.99. 12-pc. Rocket Blender
set with stainless steel blades. #13330.
! WebID 330413

SALE 8.99
YOUR CHOICE
Reg. 19.99-25.99. Only at Macy’s.
All Basics stainless steel and kitchen
accessories by Tools of the Trade.

SAVINGS STOREWIDE
SAVE 2O%-65%

ESSENTIALS FOR EVERY
ROOM IN YOUR HOME

WEDNESDAY
SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT!
PREVIEW DAY TUESDAY,
SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT!

SALE 24.99
BLACK & DECKER
Save $20. Reg. 44.99. Your choice:
Cyclone blender, #BLC2165 or 4-slice
toaster oven, #TRO480.

50% + 10% OFF
ALL BUSINESS CASES
From Delsey, McKlein and Kenneth Cole
Reaction. Reg. $260-$400. Final cost
116.99-179.99.

SALE 99.99
QUAD ROLLER MASSAGER
Save $50. Reg. 149.99. By Sharper Image.
Plus, shaitsu massage. #MSG-C210.

SALE 59.99
SHIATSU MASSAGER
Save $20. Reg. 79.99.  By Homedics
with soothing heat. #SBM-200H.

lived in a 330-square-foot
room with five other chil-
dren, their six beds taking
up about 40 percent of the
space. “The room also con-
tained wheelchairs, a toy
bin, a card table, bolsters
and stuffed toys,” a state
inspection report says.
“This situation led to a
crowded environment with
obstructed visibility.”

According to state and
court records, a nursing
aide came into his room at 5
a.m. and saw other children
in bed but not Sharif. His
bed, in the corner of the
room, “appeared to be
made, as if it had not been
slept in,” inspection re-

cords state. The aide told
investigators she assumed
the boy was with his family
on a home visit.

The aide left the room to
perform other tasks, re-
turning 45 minutes later to
prepare the children for
school. Two other staffers
came in and out of the
room, but they, too, did not
see Sharif because of the
clutter surrounding his
bed, health department re-
cords state.

Then, at 6:45 a.m., as the
aide was dressing a resi-
dent, she saw Sharif “beside
his bed, behind a toy box,
face down, wedged between
the mattress and padding

that surrounded his bed,”
according to state inspec-
tion records.” He was “non-
responsive, not breathing.”

The aide picked him up
and put him on his bed. A
nurse tried CPR, but Sharif
was pronounced dead at a
hospital 45 minutes later.

The state cited Alden for
neglect and overcrowding
— the fourth time in three
years the home had been
cited for having too many
residents in a bedroom. In-
vestigators also said Al-
den’s report on the death to
the state was “misleading”
as the facility wrote Sharif
was “found unresponsive
in bed,” records show.

The Khamissi family
filed a wrongful-death suit
against Alden, submitting
as evidence an affidavit by
Larry Ong, an Alden nurs-
ing aide who said he repeat-
edly warned the facility’s
administrator that Sharif’s
bed and padding presented
a hazard. 

But a key dispute in the
case was the cause of death.
The DuPage County coro-
ner’s office concluded that
Sharif died of a rare meta-
bolic disorder, though “he
could have had a seizure
and landed next to his bed,”
the autopsy report states. A
medical expert retained by
the Khamissi family ar-

gued that Sharif suffocated
when he became wedged in
the bed.

The lawsuit was settled
in 2008 for “more than
$100,000,” said Taher Kame-
li, an attorney for the Kha-
missi family. Chelotti-
Smith, the Alden attorney,
would not comment. Last
year, Alden paid $10,000 of
the $50,000 state fine.

The Khamissi lawyer
said the penalty was paltry
given the mistakes that
were made: “How could you
miss the child? Where
would he go?”

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Floyd Schlossberg of Alden
Village North and Alden
Village Health Facility.
NANCY STONE/TRIBUNE PHOTO

A 12-year-old boy shot by
a 68-year-old woman after
he threw bricks at her last
fall — as well as his 13-year-
old friend who also took
part in the assault — plead-
ed guilty Monday to misde-
meanor charges in Cook
County Juvenile Court.

The two slightly built
boys stood silently in the
courtroom except for when
Circuit Judge Andrew Ber-
man asked if they intended
to plead guilty to the aggra-
vated assault of a senior
citizen and criminal dam-
age to property, both misde-
meanors. “Yes, sir,” both
replied.

Prosecutors dropped two
felony charges of aggra-
vated battery and addi-
tional misdemeanor
charges. The judge said he
expects to sentence them to
probation next month.

The victim, Margaret
Matthews, told reporters af-
ter the hearing that she did
not want either child to be
incarcerated but believes
probation is too lenient and
hopes the judge will impose
more intense monitoring
requirements.

“I don’t feel like justice
has been fully served,” Mat-
thews said outside the
courtroom. “I don’t think
that they will change be-
cause of this. But let’s just
see what happens. I don’t
want to give them any ide-
as.”

The younger boy’s family
declined to speak to report-
ers as they left the court-
house, but the 13-year-old’s
mother remained defiant.
“He never did anything,”
she said. 

Both boys are in the cus-
tody of their parents. 

Matthews, who has lived
for 35 years in the same
house in the South Shore
neighborhood, has said the
two neighborhood boys had
harassed her for more than
a year. On Sept. 28, as she
arrived home with grocer-
ies in the afternoon, she
discovered both her front
windows had been broken. 

About half an hour later,
she saw the two boys atop a
shed lobbing bricks at her
home, she said. Matthews
went outside to tell them to
leave, but she said she was
met with obscene gestures
and struck by a brick on the
chest. She retrieved a gun
from the house and shot the
youngest boy in the shoul-
der. He was treated at a
hospital and released. Mat-
thews wasn’t charged.

On Monday, the judge
barred the two boys from
contact with Matthews and
several neighbors who had
intended to testify against
them at trial. The judge
warned that they could face
more serious consequences
if they violate the order.

Matthews said she re-
mains wary of the two and
disappointed she hasn’t re-
ceived an apology from
them or their parents.

The parents “are still in
denial,” she said. “They
think these kids are so
good. But (the boys) were
caught in the act. I wasn’t
walking around looking for
someone to zap.”

She declined to say if she
still had a handgun — and
in fact denied that she ever
had one.

The bullet “just fell out of
the sky,” she said with a
twinkle in her eyes.

mwalberg@tribune.com

Boy shot
by attack
victim
is guilty
12-year-old admits 
throwing bricks
at woman, 68

By Matthew Walberg
TRIBUNE REPORTER
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and American Bead.

SALE 39.99
ALL 8-PC. BED
ENSEMBLES
You save $60. Reg. $100. Only
at Macy’s. From Fairfield Square
Collection: comforter, bedskirt, sheet
set and 2 standard shams. Full-king.
Twin also on sale. Shown: Norwood.

SPECIAL 19.99SPECIAL 19.99
Reg. $60, after special $40. Only at
Macy’s. Martha Stewart Collection
plush cotton robe.

SPECIAL 60% OFF
Special 15.99-87.99. Reg. $40-$220, after
special 19.99-109.99. Only at Macy’s.
Martha Stewart Collection Alergy Wise
comforters and pillows.

50% OFF
R.H. MACY & CO.
Reg. $18-$32. Sale $9-$16. Only at
Macy’s. Chocolate assortments and more.

50% +10% OFF
12-PC. CHINA SETS
Orig.* $200-$440. Final cost $90-$198.
In holiday patterns. Shown: SpodeIn holiday patterns. Shown: Spode
Christmas Tree.! WebID 165169 WebID 165169

50% OFF
FIESTA PLACE SETTINGS
Reg. $48. Sale $24.! WebID 5747 WebID 5747

Also, 40% off open stock and accessories.
Reg. 7.50-$100. Sale 4.50-$60.

SALE 99.99SALE 99.99
INSTYLER
Save $25. Reg. $125. Rotating hair iron
smooths, shines and adds volume. #30219.

SALE 149.99
ANY SIZE COMFORTER
Reg. $360-$440. Only at Macy’s. Charter
Club Level 4 Vail European white goose
ecoDown® fill; 350-thread count cotton® fill; 350-thread count cotton®

cover. Twin-king.! WebID 483373 WebID 483373

SALE 179.99 ALL 24-PC. BEDROOM ENSEMBLES
Reg. $400-$460. Only at Macy’s. Queen or king with comforter, bedskirt, sheet set,
2 standard shams, 2 Euro shams, 2 decorative pillows and 2 window treatments. Shown:
Chantilly Well-Decorated Bedroom Set by Martha Stewart Collection. ! WebID 477655 WebID 477655

THE LAST

ONE
DAY
SALE
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

50%-60% OFF
ALL THROWS
Reg. $40-$160. Sale 19.99-79.99. From
Charter Club, Martha Stewart Collection
and more. Patterns, textures, chunky
cables, reversible, more.

60%+10% OFF
ALL FLANNEL
Only at Macy’s. From Martha Stewart
Collection. Cotton sheet sets, comforter
covers and accessories. Twin-king.
Reg. $40-$225. Final cost  13.99-80.99.

SALE 19.99SALE 19.99
3-IN-1-IN-1
BODYWRAPBODYWRAP
Save $30.Save $30.
Reg. $50.eg. $50.
Only at Macy’s.Only at Macy’s.
Charter ClubCharter Club
blanket
/bodywrap/bodywrap
/throw.
! WebID WebID WebID

493561

SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE.
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.STORES

EXTRA 40% OFF HOME CLEARANCE

Follow us on twitterFIND MACY’S EVERYWHERE! Become our fan on facebook Download our free iPhone App from iTunes

Enter the WebID in the search box at macys.com to order.!

MORNING SPECIALS BOTH DAYS! 7AM-1PM

SPECIAL 17.99SPECIAL 17.99
Reg. 39.99, after special 24.99.
Bella Cucina donut maker, #13466;
cupcake maker, #13465; circus waffler
or waffle cone maker.

SPECIAL 27.99
Reg. 69.99, after special 39.99. Only at
Macy’s. 15-pc. cutlery set by Tools of the
Trade.Trade. ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! WebID 386714WebID 386714

SPECIAL 99.99SPECIAL 99.99
Reg. $300, after special 149.99.Reg. $300, after special 149.99.
OOnly at Macy’s. Tag Coronado II
5-pc. spinner luggage set.5-pc. spinner luggage set.

SPECIAL 34.99
Reg. 99.99 & $100, after special 59.99.
Only at Macy’s. Your choice: 12-pc. Basics
Classic, Essential or Everyday cookware
set. ! ! WebID 351162

29.99
AFTER
$10
REBATE†, 
SALE
39.99
REMINGTON
Reg. 89.99. Rotary
shaver with titanium-
coated blades.
#R4135XP.
! WebID 343922 WebID 343922

SALE
79.99
NORELCO
Save $100.
Reg. 179.99.
Speed-XL cordless
contour shaver with
charger. #8250XL.
! WebID 330268 WebID 330268

SALESALE
39.999.99
GARMENTGARMENT
STEAMERSTEAMER
Save $35.
Reg. 74.99. Heatseg. 74.99. Heats
up in 45 seconds.up in 45 seconds.
By Home Touch.By Home Touch.
#PS250.
! WebID 478773 WebID 478773 WebID 478773

SALE 79.99
SHIATSUHIATSU
MASSAGERMASSAGER
Save $80.
Reg. 159.99.eg. 159.99.
Only at Macy’s.Only at Macy’s.
Sharper ImageSharper Image
cushion
with heat.
#MSI-CS270H.#MSI-CS270H.
! WebID WebID
494473

SALE 18.99
PRESTO JUMBO GRIDDLE
Save $31. Reg. 49.99. With large nonstick
cooking surface and cast-aluminum
exterior. #7034. ! WebID 136866 WebID 136866

SALE
39.99
YOUR CHOICE
Save $40. Reg. 79.99.
Sharper Image
massage gifts:
hand-held,
#MSG-H401
(! WebID 494487); WebID 494487);
shiatsu foot,
MSG-F110
(! WebID 494463) WebID 494463)
or shiatsu pillow,
#MSG-P110
(! WebID 494480) WebID 494480)

SALE 99.99
CUISINART
Save $80. Reg. 179.99.
11-cup food processor
with extra-large feed
tube. #DLC8S.

14.99 AFTER $5
REBATE†, SALE
19.99 BELLA CUCINA
Reg. 29.99. Your choice: new sandwich
maker, #13502 (! WebID 476399) WebID 476399)
or quesadilla maker, #10023
(! WebID 212733) WebID 212733)

14.99 AFTER $514.99 AFTER $5
REBATE†, SALE
19.99 BELLA CUCINA
Reg. 44.99. 12-pc. Rocket Blender
set with stainless steel blades. #13330.
! WebID 330413 WebID 330413

SALE 8.99
YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICEY
Reg. 19.99-25.99. Only at Macy’s.
All Basics stainless steel and kitchen
accessories by Tools of the Trade.

SAVINGS STOREWIDE
SAVE 2OSAVE 2OS %-65%

ESSENTIALS FOR EVERY
ROOM IN YOUR HOME

WEDNESDAY
SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT!
PREVIEW DAY TUESDAY,
SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT!

SALE 24.99
BLACK & DECKER
Save $20. Reg. 44.99. Your choice:
Cyclone blender, #BLC2165 or 4-slice
toaster oven, #TRO480.

50% + 10% OFF
ALL BUSINESS CASES
From Delsey, McKlein and Kenneth Cole
Reaction. Reg. $260-$400. Final cost
116.99-179.99.

SALE 99.99
QUAD ROLLER MASSAGER
Save $50. Reg. 149.99. By Sharper Image.
Plus, shaitsu massage. #MSG-C210.

SALE 59.99
SHIATSU MASSAGER
Save $20. Reg. 79.99.  By Homedics
with soothing heat. #SBM-200H.

A 12-year-old boy shot by
a 68-year-old woman after
he threw bricks at her last
fall — as well as his 13-year-fall — as well as his 13-year-f
old friend who also took
part in the assault — plead-
ed guilty Monday to misde-
meanor charges in Cook
County Juvenile Court.

The two slightly built
boys stood silently in the
courtroom except for when
Circuit Judge Andrew Ber-
man asked if they intended
to plead guilty to the aggra-
vated assault of a senior
citizen and criminal dam-
age to property, both misde-
meanors. “Yes, sir,” both
replied.

Prosecutors dropped two
felonfelonf y charges of aggra-
vated battery and addi-
tional misdemeanor
charges. The judge said he
expects to sentence them to
probation next month.

The victim, Margaret
Matthews, told reporters af-
ter the hearing that she did
not want either child to be
incarcerated but believes
probation is too lenient and
hopes the judge will impose
more intense monitoring
requirements.

“I don’t feel like justice
has been fully served,” Mat-
thews said outside the
courtroom. “I don’t think
that they will change be-
cause of this. But let’s just
see what happens. I don’t
want to give them any ide-
as.”

The younger boy’s family
declined to speak to report-
ers as they left the court-
house, but the 13-year-old’s
mother remained defiant.
“He never did anything,”
she said. 

Both boys are in the cus-
tody of their parents. ody of their parents. od

Matthews, who has lived
for 35 yfor 35 yf ears in the same
house in the South Shore
neighborhood, has said the
two neighborhood boys had
harassed her for more thanarassed her for more thanarassed her f
a year. On Sept. 28, as sheyear. On Sept. 28, as sheyear
arrived home with grocer-
ies in the afternoon, she
discovered both her front
windows had been broken. 

About half an hour later,
she saw the two boys atop a
shed lobbing bricks at her
home, she said. Matthews
went outside to tell them to
leave, but she said she was
met with obscene gestures
and struck by a brick on the
chest. She retrieved a gun
frfrf om the house and shot the
youngyoungy est boy in the shoul-
der. He was treated aer. He was treated aer t a
hospital and released. Mat-
thews wasn’t charged.

On Monday, the judge
barred the two boys from
contact with Matthews and
several neighbors who had
intended to testify against
them at trial. The judge
warned that they could face
more serious consequences
if they violate the order.

Matthews said she re-
mains wary of the two and
disappointed she hasn’t re-
ceived an apology from
them or their parents.

The parents “are still in
denial,” she said. “They
think these kids are so
good. But (the boys) were
caught in the act. I wasn’t
walking around looking for
someone to zap.”

She declined to say if she
still had a handgun — and
in fact denied that she ever
had one.

The bullet “just fell out of
the sky,” she said with a
twinkle in her eyes.

mwalberg@tribune.com

Boy shotoy shoto
by attackby attackb
victimvictimv
is guilty
12-year-old admits 
throwing bricksthrowing brickst
at woman, 68at woman, 68a

By Matthew Walberg
TRIBUNE REPORTER
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SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE.
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

EXTRA 40% OFF HOME CLEARANCE

REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/21 
& 12/22/10. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/8/11. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken; clearance and closeout items are 
available while supplies last. †Rebate is a mail-in offer; allow 6-8 weeks for mailing; in CT, RI and PR, and in Dade and Broward counties, FL, rebate is given at the register. Orig/Now items will remain
at advertised prices after event and are available while supplies last. Extra savings taken off sale prices; “final cost” shows price after extra savings. Comforters, luggage, cookware and electrics shown 
carry manufacturers’ warranties. To obtain a manufacturer’s warranty before purchasing, visit a store or write to Macy’s Warranty Dept., P.O. Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, Attn: Consumer 
Warranties. Specials are available while supplies last. Advertised items may not be available at your local Macy’s, and selections may vary. Prices and merchandise may differ at macys.com 6110016.
For store locations & hours, log on to macys.com

MORNING SPECIALS BOTH DAYS! 7AM-1PM

60% OFF
HOLIDAY LANE
& MARTHA
STEWART
COLLECTION
Orig.* $3-$1800.
Now 1.20-719.99.
Only at Macy’s.
Holiday ornaments
and decor.

SPECIAL 16.99
Reg. $34, after special 19.99. Harry
London 3-lb. box of chocolates or
Harry & David 1-lb. 8-oz. Moose Munch
party drum.

SPECIAL 29.99
Reg. $80, after special 49.99.
International Silver 53pc. flatware
service for 8. From top: Capri Frost
and American Bead.

SALE 39.99
ALL 8-PC. BED
ENSEMBLES
You save $60. Reg. $100. Only
at Macy’s. From Fairfield Square
Collection: comforter, bedskirt, sheet
set and 2 standard shams. Full-king.
Twin also on sale. Shown: Norwood.

SPECIAL 19.99
Reg. $60, after special $40. Only at
Macy’s. Martha Stewart Collection
plush cotton robe.

SPECIAL 60% OFF
Special 15.99-87.99. Reg. $40-$220, after
special 19.99-109.99. Only at Macy’s.
Martha Stewart Collection Alergy Wise
comforters and pillows.

50% OFF
R.H. MACY & CO.
Reg. $18-$32. Sale $9-$16. Only at
Macy’s. Chocolate assortments and more.

50% +10% OFF
12-PC. CHINA SETS
Orig.* $200-$440. Final cost $90-$198.
In holiday patterns. Shown: Spode
Christmas Tree.! WebID 165169

50% OFF
FIESTA PLACE SETTINGS
Reg. $48. Sale $24.! WebID 5747

Also, 40% off open stock and accessories.
Reg. 7.50-$100. Sale 4.50-$60.

SALE 99.99
INSTYLER
Save $25. Reg. $125. Rotating hair iron
smooths, shines and adds volume. #30219.

SALE 149.99
ANY SIZE COMFORTER
Reg. $360-$440. Only at Macy’s. Charter
Club Level 4 Vail European white goose
ecoDown® fill; 350-thread count cotton
cover. Twin-king.! WebID 483373

SALE 179.99 ALL 24-PC. BEDROOM ENSEMBLES
Reg. $400-$460. Only at Macy’s. Queen or king with comforter, bedskirt, sheet set,
2 standard shams, 2 Euro shams, 2 decorative pillows and 2 window treatments. Shown:
Chantilly Well-Decorated Bedroom Set by Martha Stewart Collection. ! WebID 477655

THE LAST

ONE
DAY
SALE
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

50%-60% OFF
ALL THROWS
Reg. $40-$160. Sale 19.99-79.99. From
Charter Club, Martha Stewart Collection
and more. Patterns, textures, chunky
cables, reversible, more.

60%+10% OFF
ALL FLANNEL
Only at Macy’s. From Martha Stewart
Collection. Cotton sheet sets, comforter
covers and accessories. Twin-king.
Reg. $40-$225. Final cost  13.99-80.99.

SALE 19.99
3-IN-1
BODYWRAP
Save $30.
Reg. $50.
Only at Macy’s.
Charter Club
blanket
/bodywrap
/throw.
! WebID

493561

records reveals a similar
pattern at Illinois’ other
nine homes for children
with disabilities: Of the
$220,000 in fines levied
since 2000, the facilities
have paid just $45,000, or
about 21percent of the total.

One home, the Tribune
found, successfully fought
to have its fine reduced —
and still hasn’t paid up.

Several of these facilities
are for-profit companies,
and some have donated
thousands of dollars to po-
litical campaigns or lobby-
ing groups.

Floyd Schlossberg, oper-
ator of Alden Village North
and Alden Village Health
Facility, and his companies
have given nearly $900,000
in campaign contributions
since 2000, mostly to lobby-
ing groups representing
nursing home operators,
campaign records show.

Schlossberg said in an
interview that donating to
campaigns is a part of doing
business and that he, his
wife and his companies also
have given millions over the
years to charities.

The Tribune calculated
from state financial dis-
closure records that
Schlossberg’s more than
two dozen nursing homes
in Illinois made a combined
$4 million in profits last
year, but he disputed that
figure, saying the chain
earned “much less.” He
wouldn’t say what the cor-
rect figure was, but he did
say his business was profit-
able.

Schlossberg’s attorney,
Mary Chelotti-Smith, said
Alden was not getting off
easy by paying reduced
fines, noting that citations
issued by the state are only
allegations and that the
company has a right to
challenge them. “Everyone
has a right to a hearing,”
she said.

Officials at the Illinois
Department of Public
Health said it is common
practice to reduce fines
against nursing facilities if
the homes agree to drop
their appeals. But officials
added that they should do a
better job negotiating
higher final amounts and
going after facilities that
refuse to pay at all.

Wendy Meltzer, a leading
advocate for residents of
nursing facilities, said
homes should have to pay
more than the 21 percent
found by the Tribune.

“That’s outrageous,” she
said. “The amount of the
fine to begin with isn’t very
high, so when you make it
20 cents on the dollar, that’s
just not very much money
for a death.”

The nonprofit Swann
Special Care Center in
Champaign still hasn’t paid
its fine even after getting it
reduced, records show.

Swann was fined $25,000
in 2006 after nurses failed to
properly assess a 28-year-
old woman who had devel-
oped a fever and sub-
sequently died, records
show. When the woman’s
oxygen saturation rate —
the concentration of oxygen
in her bloodstream —
dropped to a dangerously
low 85 percent, two nurses
held an oxygen mask over
her face, raising her levels
to a more normal 90 per-

cent. But the woman, who
had profound mental disa-
bilities, kept pulling the
mask off, and the nurses
didn’t stay in the room with
her “because they had
other tasks to complete,” a
state inspection report
said. One of the nurses told
investigators she had 32
residents to look after.

The woman died a few
hours later in a hospital of
pneumonia. In levying the
fine, the state cited the
nursing facility for several
violations, including ne-

glect.
One month later, as the

facility was contesting the
penalty, the state fined the
home again — this time
$35,000 for several viola-
tions, including neglect for
not preventing a resident
with mental disabilities
from eating bits of towel.

For the next three years,
the facility contested the
two fines. Last March, the
state agreed to drop the
neglect violations and cut
the total penalty to $20,000,
or a third of the fines com-

bined.
Swann agreed to pay by

April but has not done so,
state health department of-
ficials said.

Although the depart-
ment can bar scofflaws
from renewing their nurs-
ing home licenses, spokes-
woman Melaney Arnold
said state workers have had
trouble flagging such
homes at renewal time. “I
know that sounds pretty
simple, but that’s not some-
thing they have been able to
do,” she said.

The department also has
the authority to withhold
Medicaid money from fa-
cilities that don’t pay fines,
and after inquiries by the
Tribune, Arnold said the
state will move toward tak-
ing that step against
Swann.

In an interview, Kym Hal-
berstadt, administrator at
Swann, would not comment
on why the facility hasn’t
paid its fines, saying only:
“If we haven’t paid, we
will.”

When inspectors fined

Alden Village Health Facil-
ity in 2004 for the death of
Sharif, the 12-year-old boy,
the case dragged on for five
years before the home fi-
nally agreed to pay a frac-
tion of the penalty.

Born in Iran, Sharif
could not walk or talk and
was legally blind. Accord-
ing to his father, the boy’s
parents took him to numer-
ous doctors in Russia, Ger-
many and Turkey before
moving to the United States
and placing him at Alden.

On the day he died, Sharif

Nursing homes get discounts on state fines
Continued from Page 1

Nursing facilities often 
contest fines imposed by 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. Facilities 
regularly win reductions, 
and only portions of the 
initial fines are paid.

NURSING FACILITY FINES
For all Illinois long-term care
facilities, including nursing
homes and centers for
children with developmental
disabilities

Fines slashed

SOURCE: Illinois Department 
of Public Health

NOTE: Amount collected in a given
year does not directly correlate to the
fines imposed that same year because
many cases are settled years later.
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2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

Fines imposed

Amount collected

$1.4 million

$413,000

$3.4 million

$765,000

$3.6 million

$908,000

$2.6 million

$1 million

$2.0 million

$1.1 million
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home licenses, spokeswoman Melaney 
Arnold said state workers have had trou-
ble flagging such homes at renewal time. 
“I know that sounds pretty simple, but 
that’s not something they have been able 
to do,” she said.

The department also has the author-
ity to withhold Medicaid money from fa-
cilities that don’t pay fines, and after in-
quiries by the Tribune, Arnold said the 
state will move toward taking that step 
against Swann.

In an interview, Kym Halberstadt, ad-
ministrator at Swann, would not com-
ment on why the facility hasn’t paid its 
fines, saying only: “If  we haven’t paid, 
we will.”

When inspectors fined Alden Village 
Health Facility in 2004 for the death 
of  Sharif, the 12-year-old boy, the case 
dragged on for five years before the home 
finally agreed to pay a fraction of  the 
penalty.

Born in Iran, Sharif  could not walk or 
talk and was legally blind. According to 
his father, the boy’s parents took him to 
numerous doctors in Russia, Germany 
and Turkey before moving to the United 
States and placing him at Alden.

On the day he died, Sharif  lived in 
a 330-square-foot room with five other 
children, their six beds taking up about 
40 percent of  the space. “The room also 
contained wheelchairs, a toy bin, a card 
table, bolsters and stuffed toys,” a state 
inspection report says. “This situation 
led to a crowded environment with ob-
structed visibility.”

According to state and court records, 
a nursing aide came into his room at 5 
a.m. and saw other children in bed but 
not Sharif. His bed, in the corner of  the 
room, “appeared to be made, as if  it had 
not been slept in,” inspection records 
state. The aide told investigators she as-
sumed the boy was with his family on a 
home visit.

The aide left the room to perform other 
tasks, returning 45 minutes later to pre-
pare the children for school. Two other 
staffers came in and out of  the room, but 
they, too, did not see Sharif  because of  
the clutter surrounding his bed, health 

department records state.
Then, at 6:45 a.m., as the aide was 

dressing a resident, she saw Sharif  “be-
side his bed, behind a toy box, face down, 
wedged between the mattress and pad-
ding that surrounded his bed,” accord-
ing to state inspection records.” He was 
“nonresponsive, not breathing.”

The aide picked him up and put him 
on his bed. A nurse tried CPR, but Sharif  
was pronounced dead at a hospital 45 
minutes later.

The state cited Alden for neglect and 
overcrowding — the fourth time in three 
years the home had been cited for having 
too many residents in a bedroom. Inves-
tigators also said Alden’s report on the 
death to the state was “misleading” as 
the facility wrote Sharif  was “found un-
responsive in bed,” records show.

The Khamissi family filed a wrongful-
death suit against Alden, submitting as 
evidence an affidavit by Larry Ong, an 
Alden nursing aide who said he repeat-
edly warned the facility’s administrator 
that Sharif’s bed and padding presented 
a hazard.

But a key dispute in the case was the 
cause of  death. The DuPage County cor-
oner’s office concluded that Sharif  died 
of  a rare metabolic disorder, though “he 
could have had a seizure and landed next 
to his bed,” the autopsy report states. A 
medical expert retained by the Khamis-
si family argued that Sharif  suffocated 
when he became wedged in the bed.

The lawsuit was settled in 2008 for 
“more than $100,000,” said Taher Kam-
eli, an attorney for the Khamissi fam-
ily. Chelotti-Smith, the Alden attorney, 
would not comment. Last year, Alden 
paid $10,000 of  the $50,000 state fine.

The Khamissi lawyer said the penalty 
was paltry given the mistakes that were 
made: “How could you miss the child? 
Where would he go?”
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SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE.
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

EXTRA 40% OFF HOME CLEARANCE

Follow us on twitterFIND MACY’S EVERYWHERE! Become our fan on facebook Download our free iPhone App from iTunes

Enter the WebID in the search box at macys.com to order.!

MORNING SPECIALS BOTH DAYS! 7AM-1PM

SPECIAL 17.99
Reg. 39.99, after special 24.99.
Bella Cucina donut maker, #13466;
cupcake maker, #13465; circus waffler
or waffle cone maker.

SPECIAL 27.99
Reg. 69.99, after special 39.99. Only at
Macy’s. 15-pc. cutlery set by Tools of the
Trade. ! WebID 386714

SPECIAL 99.99
Reg. $300, after special 149.99.
Only at Macy’s. Tag Coronado II
5-pc. spinner luggage set.

SPECIAL 34.99
Reg. 99.99 & $100, after special 59.99.
Only at Macy’s. Your choice: 12-pc. Basics
Classic, Essential or Everyday cookware
set. ! WebID 351162

29.99
AFTER
$10
REBATE†, 
SALE
39.99
REMINGTON
Reg. 89.99. Rotary
shaver with titanium-
coated blades.
#R4135XP.
! WebID 343922

SALE
79.99
NORELCO
Save $100.
Reg. 179.99.
Speed-XL cordless
contour shaver with
charger. #8250XL.
! WebID 330268

SALE
39.99
GARMENT
STEAMER
Save $35.
Reg. 74.99. Heats
up in 45 seconds.
By Home Touch.
#PS250.
! WebID 478773

SALE 79.99
SHIATSU
MASSAGER
Save $80.
Reg. 159.99.
Only at Macy’s.
Sharper Image
cushion
with heat.
#MSI-CS270H.
! WebID
494473

SALE 18.99
PRESTO JUMBO GRIDDLE
Save $31. Reg. 49.99. With large nonstick
cooking surface and cast-aluminum
exterior. #7034. ! WebID 136866

SALE
39.99
YOUR CHOICE
Save $40. Reg. 79.99.
Sharper Image
massage gifts:
hand-held,
#MSG-H401
(! WebID 494487);
shiatsu foot,
MSG-F110
(! WebID 494463)
or shiatsu pillow,
#MSG-P110
(! WebID 494480)

SALE 99.99
CUISINART
Save $80. Reg. 179.99.
11-cup food processor
with extra-large feed
tube. #DLC8S.

14.99 AFTER $5
REBATE†, SALE
19.99 BELLA CUCINA
Reg. 29.99. Your choice: new sandwich
maker, #13502 (! WebID 476399)
or quesadilla maker, #10023
(! WebID 212733)

14.99 AFTER $5
REBATE†, SALE
19.99 BELLA CUCINA
Reg. 44.99. 12-pc. Rocket Blender
set with stainless steel blades. #13330.
! WebID 330413
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YOUR CHOICE
Reg. 19.99-25.99. Only at Macy’s.
All Basics stainless steel and kitchen
accessories by Tools of the Trade.
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SAVE 2O%-65%

ESSENTIALS FOR EVERY
ROOM IN YOUR HOME

WEDNESDAY
SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT!
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SHOP 7AM-MIDNIGHT!

SALE 24.99
BLACK & DECKER
Save $20. Reg. 44.99. Your choice:
Cyclone blender, #BLC2165 or 4-slice
toaster oven, #TRO480.

50% + 10% OFF
ALL BUSINESS CASES
From Delsey, McKlein and Kenneth Cole
Reaction. Reg. $260-$400. Final cost
116.99-179.99.

SALE 99.99
QUAD ROLLER MASSAGER
Save $50. Reg. 149.99. By Sharper Image.
Plus, shaitsu massage. #MSG-C210.

SALE 59.99
SHIATSU MASSAGER
Save $20. Reg. 79.99.  By Homedics
with soothing heat. #SBM-200H.

lived in a 330-square-foot
room with five other chil-
dren, their six beds taking
up about 40 percent of the
space. “The room also con-
tained wheelchairs, a toy
bin, a card table, bolsters
and stuffed toys,” a state
inspection report says.
“This situation led to a
crowded environment with
obstructed visibility.”

According to state and
court records, a nursing
aide came into his room at 5
a.m. and saw other children
in bed but not Sharif. His
bed, in the corner of the
room, “appeared to be
made, as if it had not been
slept in,” inspection re-

cords state. The aide told
investigators she assumed
the boy was with his family
on a home visit.

The aide left the room to
perform other tasks, re-
turning 45 minutes later to
prepare the children for
school. Two other staffers
came in and out of the
room, but they, too, did not
see Sharif because of the
clutter surrounding his
bed, health department re-
cords state.

Then, at 6:45 a.m., as the
aide was dressing a resi-
dent, she saw Sharif “beside
his bed, behind a toy box,
face down, wedged between
the mattress and padding

that surrounded his bed,”
according to state inspec-
tion records.” He was “non-
responsive, not breathing.”

The aide picked him up
and put him on his bed. A
nurse tried CPR, but Sharif
was pronounced dead at a
hospital 45 minutes later.

The state cited Alden for
neglect and overcrowding
— the fourth time in three
years the home had been
cited for having too many
residents in a bedroom. In-
vestigators also said Al-
den’s report on the death to
the state was “misleading”
as the facility wrote Sharif
was “found unresponsive
in bed,” records show.

The Khamissi family
filed a wrongful-death suit
against Alden, submitting
as evidence an affidavit by
Larry Ong, an Alden nurs-
ing aide who said he repeat-
edly warned the facility’s
administrator that Sharif’s
bed and padding presented
a hazard. 

But a key dispute in the
case was the cause of death.
The DuPage County coro-
ner’s office concluded that
Sharif died of a rare meta-
bolic disorder, though “he
could have had a seizure
and landed next to his bed,”
the autopsy report states. A
medical expert retained by
the Khamissi family ar-

gued that Sharif suffocated
when he became wedged in
the bed.

The lawsuit was settled
in 2008 for “more than
$100,000,” said Taher Kame-
li, an attorney for the Kha-
missi family. Chelotti-
Smith, the Alden attorney,
would not comment. Last
year, Alden paid $10,000 of
the $50,000 state fine.

The Khamissi lawyer
said the penalty was paltry
given the mistakes that
were made: “How could you
miss the child? Where
would he go?”

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Floyd Schlossberg of Alden
Village North and Alden
Village Health Facility.
NANCY STONE/TRIBUNE PHOTO

A 12-year-old boy shot by
a 68-year-old woman after
he threw bricks at her last
fall — as well as his 13-year-
old friend who also took
part in the assault — plead-
ed guilty Monday to misde-
meanor charges in Cook
County Juvenile Court.

The two slightly built
boys stood silently in the
courtroom except for when
Circuit Judge Andrew Ber-
man asked if they intended
to plead guilty to the aggra-
vated assault of a senior
citizen and criminal dam-
age to property, both misde-
meanors. “Yes, sir,” both
replied.

Prosecutors dropped two
felony charges of aggra-
vated battery and addi-
tional misdemeanor
charges. The judge said he
expects to sentence them to
probation next month.

The victim, Margaret
Matthews, told reporters af-
ter the hearing that she did
not want either child to be
incarcerated but believes
probation is too lenient and
hopes the judge will impose
more intense monitoring
requirements.

“I don’t feel like justice
has been fully served,” Mat-
thews said outside the
courtroom. “I don’t think
that they will change be-
cause of this. But let’s just
see what happens. I don’t
want to give them any ide-
as.”

The younger boy’s family
declined to speak to report-
ers as they left the court-
house, but the 13-year-old’s
mother remained defiant.
“He never did anything,”
she said. 

Both boys are in the cus-
tody of their parents. 

Matthews, who has lived
for 35 years in the same
house in the South Shore
neighborhood, has said the
two neighborhood boys had
harassed her for more than
a year. On Sept. 28, as she
arrived home with grocer-
ies in the afternoon, she
discovered both her front
windows had been broken. 

About half an hour later,
she saw the two boys atop a
shed lobbing bricks at her
home, she said. Matthews
went outside to tell them to
leave, but she said she was
met with obscene gestures
and struck by a brick on the
chest. She retrieved a gun
from the house and shot the
youngest boy in the shoul-
der. He was treated at a
hospital and released. Mat-
thews wasn’t charged.

On Monday, the judge
barred the two boys from
contact with Matthews and
several neighbors who had
intended to testify against
them at trial. The judge
warned that they could face
more serious consequences
if they violate the order.

Matthews said she re-
mains wary of the two and
disappointed she hasn’t re-
ceived an apology from
them or their parents.

The parents “are still in
denial,” she said. “They
think these kids are so
good. But (the boys) were
caught in the act. I wasn’t
walking around looking for
someone to zap.”

She declined to say if she
still had a handgun — and
in fact denied that she ever
had one.

The bullet “just fell out of
the sky,” she said with a
twinkle in her eyes.

mwalberg@tribune.com

Boy shot
by attack
victim
is guilty
12-year-old admits 
throwing bricks
at woman, 68

By Matthew Walberg
TRIBUNE REPORTER
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Stepping up their push to in-
crease safeguards for children
with disabilities, state officials
and local advocates on Tuesday
discussed increasing fines and
limiting admissions for facilities
that repeatedly neglect residents
with developmental issues.

“You would start regulating

yourself if you knew that no more
business was going to come in the
door until you cleaned up your
act,” said Eileen Durkin, presi-
dent and CEO of Neumann Fami-
ly Services.

The panel assembled by Gov.
Pat Quinn is preparing legisla-
tion after a Tribune investigation
that documented a series of viola-
tions and deaths over 10 years at a
North Side nursing facility. Mi-
chael Gelder, Quinn’s senior
health policy adviser, is leading
the effort and said legislation is
expected as early as March.

Facilities for people with disa-

bilities were left out of sweeping
nursing-home reforms the legis-
lature passed this year. The panel
is reviewing those laws to deter-
mine how they could apply to
such homes.

It’s also considering new ideas,
such as limiting admissions at
troubled facilities and raising
fines when facility employees
mislead state investigators. On
Tuesday, the Tribune reported
that facilities caring for people
with disabilities have escaped
serious penalties despite the
deaths of children on their watch.

“There’s got to be, to me, a sort

of two-way punishment,” said
Durkin, whose organization pro-
vides programs to disabled peo-
ple. “One is a pretty hefty fine, and
the other is — until all the things
are cured — you can’t bring more
people into the facility.”

But Michael Bibo of the Center
for Developmental Disabilities
Advocacy and Community Sup-
ports, which represents facilities
for people with disabilities, said
that although fines might need to
be raised, state officials haven’t
taken advantage of current en-
forcement measures. “The de-
partment has not used the tools at

its disposal,” Bibo said.
State officials disputed that and

said the state needs strong author-
ity to ensure that homes fulfill
their responsibilities.

“We want to raise the bar,”
Gelder said. “We have a double
approach that we hope will give
the nursing home owners the
message that they’ve got to run
facilities that meet our standards
and will give the state the enforce-
ment mechanism and the penal-
ties to make sure that they do.”

jahopkins@tribune.com
sroe@tribune.com

Nursing home panel aims to safeguard kids
Limiting admissions
at troubled sites mulled

By Jared S. Hopkins 
and Sam Roe
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A Will County judge
Tuesday briefly halted the
sentencing hearing for a
University Park man who
killed a neighbor whose dog
urinated on his lawn after
the slain man’s mother be-
gan to hyperventilate in
court.

“I can’t breathe, I can’t
breathe,” Patricia Funches
said after Charles Clem-
ents, 69, told the judge that
“this isn’t how I planned to
spend my retirement
years.”

“Why did you take my
baby from me?” Funches
cried outside the court-
room. “Because his dog
peed on the lawn? Oh, God!”

Two paramedics were
called to the hallway out-
side the fourth-floor court-
room to tend to Funches,
who sat on a bench sur-
rounded by family. She was
not taken to a hospital, and
the hearing resumed,
though Funches did not
return.

Clements, a great-grand-
father, former Marine and
retired truck driver who
took pride in his home, told
Judge Daniel Rozak that he
“deeply regret(s)” what
happened in May.

Joshua Funches, 23, was
walking his fox terrier
puppy when Clements con-
fronted him after the dog
urinated on his manicured
lawn.

After Funches cursed at
him, Clements pulled out a
.45-caliber handgun and put
it back in his pocket. Soon
after, Funches punched
Clements once in the face.
Clements said Funches was
standing still when he
pulled out his gun and fa-
tally shot him.

A jury found Clements
guilty of second-degree
murder in October.

Funches had three small
children, including a boy
born after his death, and
Patricia Funches said that
every week she takes her
2-year-old grandson to
Mount Hope Cemetery so
he can talk to his father. She
asked Rozak to sentence
Clements to the maximum
20 years in prison.

Rozak is scheduled to sen-
tence Clements, who re-
mains free on bond, on Dec.
29.

sschmadeke@tribune.com

Reaction
delays
killer’s
hearing
By Steve Schmadeke
TRIBUNE REPORTER

A right-wing Internet ra-
dio host and blogger got 33
months in prison Tuesday
for calling for the killings of
three Chicago federal ap-
pellate judges on his Web
site last year.

Hal Turner, of New Jer-
sey, was convicted in Au-
gust by a federal jury in
Brooklyn of threatening to
assault and kill the three
judges on the 7th Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals in
Chicago. Two earlier trials
ended with the juries dead-
locked. Turner was angry
after Judges Richard Posn-
er, Frank Easterbrook and
William Bauer upheld a
lower court ruling dismiss-
ing challenges to Chicago’s
ban on handguns. The U.S.
Supreme Court later struck
down the gun ban.

After the judges’ 2009 rul-
ing, Turner wrote on his
Web site that all three “de-
serve to be killed.” The
postings included photo-
graphs, phone numbers,
work addresses and room
numbers of the judges.

— William Lee

Blogger’s threat
leads to prison
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Stepping up their push to increase 
safeguards for children with disabili-
ties, state officials and local advocates on 
Tuesday discussed increasing fines and 
limiting admissions for facilities that re-
peatedly neglect residents with develop-
mental issues.

“You would start regulating your-
self  if  you knew that no more business 
was going to come in the door until you 
cleaned up your act,” said Eileen Durkin, 
president and CEO of  Neumann Family 
Services.

The panel assembled by Gov. Pat 
Quinn is preparing legislation after a 
Tribune investigation that documented 
a series of  violations and deaths over 10 
years at a North Side nursing facility. Mi-
chael Gelder, Quinn’s senior health poli-
cy adviser, is leading the effort and said 
legislation is expected as early as March.

Facilities for people with disabilities 
were left out of  sweeping nursing-home 
reforms the legislature passed this year. 
The panel is reviewing those laws to de-
termine how they could apply to such 
homes.

It’s also considering new ideas, such as 
limiting admissions at troubled facilities 
and raising fines when facility employ-
ees mislead state investigators. On Tues-
day, the Tribune reported that facilities 
caring for people with disabilities have 
escaped serious penalties despite the 
deaths of  children on their watch.

“There’s got to be, to me, a sort of  two-
way punishment,” said Durkin, whose 
organization provides programs to dis-
abled people. “One is a pretty hefty fine, 
and the other is — until all the things 
are cured — you can’t bring more people 
into the facility.”

But Michael Bibo of  the Center for 
Developmental Disabilities Advocacy 
and Community Supports, which repre-
sents facilities for people with disabili-
ties, said that although fines might need 
to be raised, state officials haven’t taken 
advantage of  current enforcement mea-
sures. “The department has not used the 
tools at its disposal,” Bibo said.

State officials disputed that and said 
the state needs strong authority to en-
sure that homes fulfill their responsibili-
ties.

“We want to raise the bar,” Gelder said. 
“We have a double approach that we hope 
will give the nursing home owners the 
message that they’ve got to run facilities 
that meet our standards and will give the 
state the enforcement mechanism and 
the penalties to make sure that they do.”

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

Nursing home panel aims 
to safeguard kids

Limiting admissions at troubled sites mulled

By Jared S. Hopkins and Sam Roe
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22, 2010

Deadly Neglect

Supplemental Exhibit
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Jamie Johnson, 34, sits next to the bed where her father, James, stayed while at the fami-
ly’s Maywood home. Behind her is her daughter, Daja Hall, 5. CHUCK BERMAN/TRIBUNE PHOTO

James Johnson held on to
his life, paralyzed from the
neck down, for just over a
year after being shot during
arampage for which his son
faces charges.

On Monday, the May-
wood man succumbed to
his injuries, becoming the
third victim of the Decem-
ber 2009 crime spree to die.

“He gave me a whole
year,” Johnson’s wife, Estel-
la, said Tuesday. “He was
suffering, but I’m thankful
for that year.”

Johnson, 60, of the 1600
block of South 19th Avenue,
was pronounced dead at
Loyola University Hospital
in Maywood, according to a
spokeswoman for the Cook
County medical examiner’s
office.

On Sunday, Johnson had
a fever, so family members
took him to the hospital, his
daughter, Jamie Johnson,
said.

Doctors informed rela-
tives that Johnson’s lower
intestine was failing and
that he would need surgery,
his daughter said.

“We stayed with him un-
til he (died),” she said.

The gunshot wound to
Johnson’s neck had left him
unable to speak, so he re-
sorted to making clicking
sounds to communicate
with Estella.

He also managed to
mouth “I love you” daily,
said Jamie Johnson, 34.

According to court re-
cords, James Johnson’s
son, James Amison, 38, is in
jail awaiting trial on mur-
der and attempted murder
charges. He is accused of
flying into a rage on Dec. 11
and 12, 2009, when he alleg-
edly strangled his wife in
Steger, shot his fa-
ther in Maywood
and fatally shot a
former girlfriend
in Chicago.

Prosecutors said
at the time that
Amison was con-
vinced that his wife
was having an af-
fair with his father.
Amison was ar-
rested a short time
later after he alleg-
edly tried to stick
up a South Side
strip club, only to
be shot by a patron.

As of Tuesday,
Amison still was
charged with at-
tempted murder in
his father’s shoot-
ing, but the investi-
gation is ongoing,
said Andy Conk-
lin, a spokesman
for the Cook
County state’s at-
torney’s office.

“I’ve seen many
cases, some simi-
lar to this type, but
nothing as egre-
gious and wide-
spread,” said May-
wood police Chief
Tim Curry. “It hits
so close to home
because it involves a girl-
friend, a wife and a father.”

The past 13 months of
Johnson’s life were often
spent living in rehabilita-
tion facilities, Jamie John-
son said. He returned home
most recently in November,

and nurses were hired to
work around the clock to
assist the family with his
care.

When Johnson was
home, Estella slept each
night on a black leather
loveseat to be close to the
hospital bed set up for him

in the family’s liv-
ing room.

The family also
set up a small flat-
screen television
so Johnson could
still catch a Bears
or Bulls game or
watch a Western.

Estella and
James Johnson
were married 33
years, his daughter
said. Originally
from Mississippi,
Johnson moved to
Chicago’s West
Side in the 1970s,
his daughter said.
In the 1980s, the
family settled in
their Maywood
home. He worked
as a CTA bus opera-
tor out of a garage
in the West Gar-
field Park neigh-
borhood.

Estella Johnson
said Amison is her
stepson. None of
the Johnsons has
spoken to Amison
since the alleged
attacks.

“I hope I never
have to see him
again,” Estella
Johnson said.

Tribune reporter Andrew L.
Wang contributed to this
report.

sedaniels@tribune.com
dawilliams@tribune.com

Maywood resident dies
year-plus after shooting 

By Serena Maria
Daniels and Deanese
Williams-Harris
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Johnson

Man was third
fatality of son’s
alleged rampage 

“He gave
me a
whole
year. He
was suf-
fering,
but I’m
thankful
for that
year.”
— Estella
Johnson, wife
of James
Johnson
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When Illinois facilities
that care for disabled peo-
ple hire new staff, they are
required to conduct crimi-
nal background checks.
For most applicants, li-
censes must be verified. 

But many facilities
don’t have to check
whether new hires have
ever been cited for abus-
ing children — either
their own kids or those
living in care centers.

That may soon change
as a state panel on Tues-
day expressed support for
expanding background
checks for workers who
care for the developmen-
tally disabled.

“If you have someone
who’s a substantiated
child abuser, isn’t that a
relevant piece of informa-
tion for purposes of a
background check for
someone to work in the
adult system?” asked
Deborah Kennedy, the
Equip for Equality abuse
and investigation director
who proposed the idea. 

The panel assembled by
Gov. Pat Quinn is prepar-
ing legislation to increase
safeguards for people
with developmental disa-
bilities after a Tribune
investigation documented
a series of deaths of chil-
dren and young adults at a
North Side nursing facil-
ity.

Michael Gelder,
Quinn’s senior health pol-
icy adviser, is leading the
effort and has said legisla-
tion is expected as early as
March.

Facilities for people
with disabilities were left
out of sweeping nursing
home reforms the legisla-
ture passed last year. The
panel is reviewing those
laws to determine how
they could apply to those
facilities.

Tuesday’s discussion
revolved around back-
ground checks. 

The 300 facilities in Illi-
nois that care for the dis-
abled are required to
check the criminal histo-
ries of job applicants as
well as look for red flags in
a state health worker reg-
istry. 

Kennedy’s proposal
would add a third check.
Currently, only long-term
care facilities for disabled
children must check with
the Illinois Department of
Children and Family
Services to see if job appli-
cants had been cited with
child abuse or neglect.
She said that requirement
also should apply to facili-
ties that care for adults.

“You can easily have
someone slip from one
system to the other with-
out knowing relevant
facts about their back-
ground,” Kennedy said af-
ter the meeting. 

Several state officials
voiced support for the ad-
ditional background
check and said they would
consider applying it to all
levels of care, including
nursing homes for the eld-
erly. 

The panel also discuss-
ed classifying certain vio-
lations as “high risk,” in-
cluding failure to main-
tain death reports or noti-
fy state authorities of
serious incidents. A high-
risk citation would carry
a stiffer fine.

“It’s just absolutely
critical” to designate
some violations as high
risk to ensure proper en-
forcement, said Wendy
Meltzer, executive direc-
tor for Illinois Citizens for
Better Care.

Michael Bibo of the
Center for Developmental
Disabilities Advocacy and
Community Supports,
which represents facili-
ties for people with disa-
bilities, disagreed.

For example, he said,
“Reporting properly is ab-
solutely critical, but I
don’t know that I agree
this mandates going into
the high-risk designa-
tion,” he said. 

The panel, including
two dozen state officials,
advocates and industry
representatives, is consid-
ering wide-ranging re-
forms, such as limiting
admissions at troubled fa-
cilities and creating a stiff
penalty in cases where a
home is found to have
caused a death.

jahopkins@tribune.com
sroe@tribune.com
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New screening
eyed for staff
at care sites
By Jared S. Hopkins
and Sam Roe
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Fourteen-year-old De-
onte T. Lesley was in his
bedroom playing video
games on his Xbox 360 with
a brother and two cousins
when bullets ripped
through the windows and
walls of his south suburban
home.

A bullet whizzed by De-
onte’s 18-year-old brother,
who dove to the floor and
didn’t come up until the
flurry of gunfire stopped.
Deonte’s mother and aunt
were in the living room and
quickly ducked down on the
floor.

When Monday night’s
shooting — a matter of
seconds — was over, Deonte
lay unconscious on his bed,
wounded in the head and
chest. Known as a promis-
ing athlete with a cheerful
attitude, the boy was pro-
nounced dead just 40 min-
utes later.

“My son was destined for
greatness,” his mother, An-
toinette Walker, said Tues-
day. “He was loved and he
was very determined.”

Deonte, an eighth-grader
at Thompson Instructional
Center in Joliet, was sched-
uled to take an entrance
exam this weekend to at-
tend Providence Catholic
High School in New Lenox,
officials at Providence said.

Although he had lived in
the region for less than two
years, he had secured a
reputation as a talented
quarterback, running back
and safety for his youth
football team, the Joliet
Raiders.

“He was the type of player
that when he showed up for
a game or practice, you
knew good things were go-
ing to happen,” said Raid-
ers Athletic Director Tom
Gruben. 

“He was a difference-
maker. He was a leader on
and off the field. He mat-
tered so much, it was unre-
al.”

The shots were fired at
about 8:19 p.m. Monday in
the Fairmont neighbor-
hood of Lockport Town-
ship, a mostly rural area on
the outskirts of Joliet with a
history of crime problems.

Deonte’s 17-year-old cousin
was shot in the right arm,
authorities said, but his
wound is not serious.

Walker said police told
her the gunfire probably
came from behind a house
across the street. Officials
would not say if they
thought Walker’s house
was targeted.

There are no suspects
and a motive is not known,
said Ken Kaupas, a spokes-
man for the Will County
sheriff’s office, which is
leading the investigation.

Walker said she doesn’t
know why anyone would
shoot at her house.

Deonte’s room is in the
front of the house, facing
the street.

Walker and her sons
moved to the Fairmont
community from Missis-
sippi in 2009, she said. It’s
her hometown, and she
came back for family sup-
port after a divorce.

Deonte had dreams of

were parked along the
street. 

Neighbors watched from
their windows as detectives
marched in and out of the
house, collecting evidence
and surveying the scene.

“This is a surprise be-
cause there is never shoot-
ing on this block,” said
neighbor Jose Ramirez,
who said he has lived on
Fairmont Avenue for 14
years. 

“It’s always quiet. I feel
terrible. I don’t know
what’s going on in our
neighborhoods. I’m nerv-
ous for my own family
now.”

Tribune photographer Da-
vid Pierini and WGN-Ch. 9
reporter Nancy Loo contrib-
uted to this report.

alwang@tribune.com
lbowean@tribune.com

football stardom.
“At the age of 11 he was

talking to me about col-
lege,” Walker said. “ ‘I want
to go to Texas,’ he said,
‘because that’s where the
good football teams are. I’m
going to make it to the NFL
and take care of you.’ ”

Through tears, Deonte’s
21-year-old brother Ronald
Green described his broth-
er as a teen with promise.

“My little brother had
dreams,” Green said. “I be-
lieve he was going to make
it. He was no ordinary 14-
year-old.”

The neighborhood, much
of it surrounded by farm-
land, is filled with modest
wood-frame houses that
have playground equip-
ment in the back yards and
basketball hoops in the
driveways and along the
streets. 

On Tuesday, yellow police
tape surrounded Walker’s
house on Fairmont Avenue
and sheriff’s police cars

S. Suburban teen killed
as gunfire hits his house
‘He mattered so
much, it was
unreal,’ coach says

By Andrew L. Wang
and Lolly Bowean 
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Ronald Green, 21, weeps for his brother Deonte T. Lesley on Tuesday in Lockport Township
in Will County. Deonte “had dreams,” Green said. DAVID PIERINI/TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Bullet holes mar the South suburban home where Deonte,
14, was slain. His cousin also was wounded.
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Fourteen-year-old De-Fourteen-year-old De-F
onte T. Lesley was in his
bedroom playing videooom playing videooom pla
games on his Xbox 360 with
a brother and two cousins
when bullets ripped
through the windows and
walls of his south suburban
home.

A bullet whizzed by De-
onte’s 18-year-old brother,
who dove to the floor and
didn’t come up until the
flurflurf ry of gunfire stopped.
Deonte’s mother and aunt
were in the living room ande in the living room ande in the li
quickly ducked down on the
floor.floor.f

When Monday night’shen Monday night’shen Monda
shooting — a matter of
seconds — was over, Deonte
lay unconscious on his bed,ay unconscious on his bed,a
wounded in the head and
chest. Known as a promis-
ing athlete with a cheerful
attitude, the boy was pro-
nounced dead just 40 min-
utes later.

“My son was destined for
greatness,” his mother, An-,” his mother, An-,” his mother
toinette Walker, said Tues-
day. “He was loved and he
was very determined.”

Deonte, an eighth-grader
at Thompson Instructional
Center in Joliet, was sched-
uled to take an entrance
exam this weekend to at-
tend Providence Catholic
High School in New Lenox,
officials at Profficials at Prof vidence said.

Although he had lived in
the region for less than two
years, he had secured a
reputation as a talented
quarterback, running back
and safety for his youthnd safety for his youthnd safety f
football team, the Jolietfootball team, the Jolietf
Raiders.

“He was the type of player
that when he showed up for
a game or practice, you
knew good things were go-
ing to happen,” said Raid-
ers Athletic Director Tom
Gruben. 

“He was a difference-
maker. He was a leader onaker. He was a leader onaker
and off the field. He mat-nd off the field. He mat-nd of
tered so much, it was unre-
al.”

The shots were fired at
about 8:19 p.m. Monday in
the Fairmont neighbor-
hood of Lockport Town-
ship, a mostly rural area on
the outskirts of Joliet with a
history of crime problems.

Deonte’s 17-year-old cousin
was shot in the right arm,
authorities said, but his
wound is not serious.

WalkWalkW er said police told
her the gunfire probably
came from behind a house
across the street. Officials
would not say if they
thought Walker’s house
was targeted.

There are no suspects
and a motive is not known,
said Ken Kaupas, a spokes-aid Ken Kaupas, a spokes-aid K
man for the Will Countyan for the Will Countyan for the W
sheriff’s office, which isheriff’s office, which isherif
leading the investigation.

WalkWalkW er said she doesn’t
know why anyone would
shoot at her house.

Deonte’s room is in the
frfrf ont of the house, facing
the street.

WalkWalkW er and her sons
moved to the Fairmont
community from Missis-
sippi in 2009, she said. It’s
her hometown, and she
came back for familk for familk f y sup-
port after a divorce.

Deonte had dreams of

were parked along the
street. 

Neighbors watched from
their windows as detectives
marched in and out of the
house, collecting evidence
and surveying the scene.

“This is a surprise be-
cause there is never shoot-
ing on this block,” said
neighbor Jose Ramirez,
who said he has lived on
Fairmont Avenue for 14mont Avenue for 14mont Avenue f
years. 

“It’s always quiet. I feelIt’s always quiet. I feelIt’s alwa
terrible. I don’t know
what’s going on in our
neighborhoods. I’m nerv-
ous for mus for mus f y own family
now.”
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vid Pierini and WGN-Ch. 9id Pierini and WGN-Ch. 9id Pierini and W
rerer porter Nancy Loo contrib-eporter Nancy Loo contrib-e
uted to this report.
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football stardom.football stardom.f
“At the age of 11 he was

talking to me about col-
lege,” Walker said. “ ‘I want
to go to Texas,’ he said,
‘because that’s where the
good football teams are. I’m
going to make it to the NFL
and take care of you.’ ”

Through tears, Deonte’s
21-year-old brother Ronald
Green described his broth-
er as a teen with promise.

“My little brother had
dreams,” Green said. “I be-
lieve he was going to make
it. He was no ordinary 14-
year-old.”

The neighborhood, much
of it surrounded by farm-
land, is filled with modest
wood-frame houses that
have playground equip-
ment in the back yards and
basketball hoops in the
driveways and along theriveways and along therivewa
streets. 

On Tuesday, yellow policen Tuesday, yellow policen Tuesday
tape surrounded Walker’s
house on Fairmont Avenue
and sheriff’s police carsnd sheriff’s police carsnd sherif

S. Suburban teen killed
as gunfire hits his house
‘He mattered so
much, it was
unreal,’ coach says

By Andrew L. Wang
and Lolly Bowean 
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Ronald Green, 21, weeps for his brother Deonte T. Lesley on Tuesday in Lockport Township
in Will County. Deonte “had dreams,” Green said. DAVID PIERINI/TRIBUNE PHOTOSDAVID PIERINI/TRIBUNE PHOTOSDA

Bullet holes mar the South suburban home where Deonte,
14, was slain. His cousin also was wounded.
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Jamie Johnson, 34, sits next to the bed where her father, James, stayed while at the fami-
ly’s Maywood home. Behind her is her daughter, Daja Hall, 5. CHUCK BERMAN/TRIBUNE PHOTO

James Johnson held on to
his life, paralyzed from the
neck down, for just over a
year after being shot during
arampage for whice for whice f h his son
faces charges.faces charges.f

On Monday, the May-
wood man succumbed to
his injuries, becoming the
third victim of the Decem-
ber 2009 crime spree to die.

“He gave me a whole
year,” Johnson’s wifeear,” Johnson’s wifeear , Estel-
la, said Tuesday. “He was, said Tuesday. “He was, said Tuesday
suffering, but I’m thankfuluffering, but I’m thankfuluf
for that year.”for that year.”f

Johnson, 60, of the 1600
block of South 19th Avenue,
was pronounced dead at
Loyola Univoyola Univoy ersity Hospital
in Maywood, according to a
spokeswoman for the Cookoman for the Cookoman f
County medical examiner’s
office.

On Sunday, Johnson hadn Sunday, Johnson hadn Sunday
a fever, so family membersfever, so family membersfever
took him to the hospital, his
daughter, Jaughter, Jaughter amie Johnson,
said.

Doctors informed rela-
tives that Johnson’s lower
intestine was failing and
that he would need surgery,
his daughter said.

“We stayWe stayW ed with him un-
til he (died),” she said.

The gunshot wound to
Johnson’s neck had left him
unable to speak, so he re-
sorted to making clicking
sounds to communicate
with Estella.

He also managed to
mouth “I love you” daily,
said Jamie Johnson, 34.

According to court re-
cords, James Johnson’s
son, James Amison, 38, is in
jail awaiting trial on mur-
der and attempted murder
charges. He is accused of
flflf ying into a rage on Dec. 11
and 12, 2009, when he alleg-
edly strangled his wife in
Steger, shot his fa-teger, shot his fa-teger
ther in Maywood
and fatally shot a
forforf mer girlfriend
in Chicago.

Prosecutors said
at the time that
Amison was con-
vinced that his wife
was having an af-as having an af-as ha
fair with his father.fair with his father.f
Amison was ar-
rested a short time
later after he alleg-
edly tried to stick
up a South Side
strip club, only to
be shot by a patron.

As of Tuesday,
Amison still was
charged with at-
tempted murder in
his father’s shoot-
ing, but the investi-
gation is ongoing,
said Andy Conk-
lin, a spokesman
for the Cookfor the Cookf
County state’s at-
torney’s office.

“I’ve seen many
cases, some simi-
lar to this type, but
nothing as egre-
gious and wide-
spread,” said May-
wood police Chief
Tim Curry. “It hits
so close to home
because it involves a girl-
friend, a wife and a father.”friend, a wife and a father.”f

The past 13 months of
Johnson’s life were often
spent living in rehabilita-
tion facilities, Jamie John-
son said. He returned home
most recently in November,

and nurses were hired to
work around the clock toork around the clock toor
assist the family with his
care.

When Johnson was
home, Estella slept each
night on a black leather
loveseat to be close to the
hospital bed set up for himospital bed set up for himospital bed set up f

in the family’s liv-
ing room.

The family also
set up a small flat-
screen television
so Johnson could
still catch a Bears
or Bulls game or
watch a Western.

Estella and
James Johnson
were married 33
years, his daughter
said. Originally
frfrf om Mississippi,
Johnson moved to
Chicago’s West
Side in the 1970s,
his daughter said.
In the 1980s, the
familfamilf y settled in
their Maywood
home. He worked
as a CTA bus opera-
tor out of a garage
in the West Gar-n the West Gar-n the W
field Parfield Parf k neigh-ield Park neigh-ield Par
borhood.

Estella Johnson
said Amison is her
stepson. None of
the Johnsons has
spoken to Amison
since the alleged
attacks.

“I hope I never
have to see him
again,” Estella
Johnson said.

TribTribT une reporter Andrew L.
Wang contribWang contribW uted to this
report.report.r

sedaniels@tribune.com
dawilliams@tribune.comdawilliams@tribune.comd

Maywaywa ood resident diesywood resident diesyw
year-plus after shooting year-plus after shooting y

By Serena Maria
Daniels and Deanese
Williams-Harris
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Johnson

Man was third
fatality of son’sfatality of son’sf
alleged rampage alleged rampage a

“H“H“ e gaveHe gaveH
me a
whole
year. Heyear. Hey
was suf-
fering,fering,f
but I’m
thankfulthankfult
for thatfor thatf
year.”year.”y
— Estella
Johnson, wife
of James
Johnson
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When Illinois facilities that care for 
disabled people hire new staff, they 
are required to conduct criminal back-
ground checks. For most applicants, li-
censes must be verified.

But many facilities don’t have to check 
whether new hires have ever been cited 
for abusing children — either their own 
kids or those living in care centers.

That may soon change as a state panel 
on Tuesday expressed support for expand-
ing background checks for workers who 
care for the developmentally disabled.

“If  you have someone who’s a substan-
tiated child abuser, isn’t that a relevant 
piece of  information for purposes of  a 
background check for someone to work 
in the adult system?” asked Deborah 
Kennedy, the Equip for Equality abuse 
and investigation director who proposed 
the idea.

The panel assembled by Gov. Pat Quinn 
is preparing legislation to increase safe-
guards for people with developmental 
disabilities after a Tribune investigation 
documented a series of  deaths of  chil-
dren and young adults at a North Side 
nursing facility.

Michael Gelder, Quinn’s senior health 
policy adviser, is leading the effort and 

has said legislation is expected as early 
as March.

Facilities for people with disabilities 
were left out of  sweeping nursing home 
reforms the legislature passed last year. 
The panel is reviewing those laws to de-
termine how they could apply to those 
facilities.

Tuesday’s discussion revolved around 
background checks.

The 300 facilities in Illinois that care 
for the disabled are required to check the 
criminal histories of  job applicants as 
well as look for red flags in a state health 
worker registry.

Kennedy’s proposal would add a third 
check. Currently, only long-term care fa-
cilities for disabled children must check 
with the Illinois Department of  Children 
and Family Services to see if  job appli-
cants had been cited with child abuse or 
neglect. She said that requirement also 
should apply to facilities that care for 
adults.

“You can easily have someone slip from 
one system to the other without knowing 
relevant facts about their background,” 
Kennedy said after the meeting.

Several state officials voiced support 
for the additional background check 

and said they would consider applying 
it to all levels of  care, including nursing 
homes for the elderly.

The panel also discussed classifying 
certain violations as “high risk,” includ-
ing failure to maintain death reports or 
notify state authorities of  serious inci-
dents. A high-risk citation would carry a 
stiffer fine.

“It’s just absolutely critical” to desig-
nate some violations as high risk to en-
sure proper enforcement, said Wendy 
Meltzer, executive director for Illinois 
Citizens for Better Care.

Michael Bibo of  the Center for De-
velopmental Disabilities Advocacy and 
Community Supports, which represents 
facilities for people with disabilities, dis-
agreed.

For example, he said, “Reporting 
properly is absolutely critical, but I don’t 
know that I agree this mandates going 
into the high-risk designation,” he said.

The panel, including two dozen state 
officials, advocates and industry repre-
sentatives, is considering wide-ranging 
reforms, such as limiting admissions at 
troubled facilities and creating a stiff  
penalty in cases where a home is found 
to have caused a death.

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG UPDATE

New screening eyed  
for staff at care sites

By Jared S. Hopkins and Sam Roe
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
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The vast majority of Americans are thoroughly temperate in their approach to political matters. Even when they strongly
disagree with their elected representatives, they don’t wish them dead. No matter what their party or ideology, they were
appalled at what happened in Tucson. PAGE 12

President Barack Obama led the nation in

a moment of silence Monday for the six dead

and 14 wounded in a shooting rampage Sat-

urday during a congresswoman’s meet-and-

greet event in Tucson, Ariz. 

“Obviously, all of us are still grieving and

in shock from the tragedy that took place,”

said Obama, who will travel to Tucson for a

memorial service Wednesday. “I think it is

important for us to also focus, though, on the

extraordinary courage that was shown dur-

ing the course of these events.” 

Obama cited the wounded woman who

helped secure the ammunition, the college

student who ran into the line of fire to rescue

his boss and those who wrestled the gunman

to the ground. “That speaks to the best of

America,” Obama said. 

In Phoenix, Jared Loughner, the man

charged in the shooting, was ordered held

without bail. Meanwhile, doctors were rela-

tively upbeat about the condition of Rep.

Gabrielle Giffords, who was shot in the head

during the attack. COVERAGE, PAGES 4-5

Moment of silence for Arizona victims

Members of Congress and Capitol Hill staff observe a moment of silence Monday on the steps of the Capitol in Washington in the wake of
Saturday’s rampage that killed six and wounded 14 in Arizona. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords was gravely injured. KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS PHOTO

A NATION PAUSES

Tribune
editorial

Bears outside linebacker

Lance Briggs missed the first

meeting with the Seahawks, 

a Bears loss. He’s ready for the

crucial rematch Sunday at

Soldier Field. PAGE 5
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State regulators have cited a
troubled Chicago facility for
disabled children in yet anoth-
er death, this one involving a
14-month-old girl.

Authorities concluded that
staff at Alden Village North
waited two days to contact the
girl’s doctor when test results
in July showed signs of a
serious infection. After the
doctor was reached, the girl
was sent to a hospital, where
she died within hours.

Regulators also cited Alden
for 21 additional violations,
including failing to investigate
allegations of neglect and not
taking children on outings for
months at a time — problems
that have plagued the facility
in the past.

Alden has been under fire
since October, when a Tribune
investigation revealed a high
number of deaths at the home
and the worst safety record in
Illinois for facilities of its kind.
The girl’s death brings to 14 the
number of children and young
adults who have died at the
home since 2000 in cases that
resulted in state citations.

The Illinois Department of
Public Health finished investi-
gating the girl’s death last
week, an agency spokeswoman
said. About 90 people live at the

TRIBUNE
WATCHDOG
UPDATE

Center
is cited
in 14th
death
Nursing facility sent 
girl to hospital after 
2-day wait, state says

By Sam Roe 
and Jared S. Hopkins
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
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The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals turned down the latest

effort by former Gov. George Ryan to leave prison so he can be

at the side of his terminally ill wife. PAGE 6

CHICAGOLAND

Ryan loses bid for release on bail

The former U.S. House

majority leader from Texas

is sentenced to prison for

his role in a money-laun-

dering scheme. PAGE 11

NATION 

3-year sentence
for Tom DeLay 

Founder will take Playboy

private by buying outstand-

ing shares in a deal that

values the company at

$207 million. PAGE 15

BUSINESS

Hugh Hefner
gets his bunny 

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois
Democrats are scaling back a
major income tax increase as they
search for votes in a frantic,
last-ditch effort to deal with the
state’s crippling budget crisis.

After rank-and-file lawmakers
balked at a 75 percent hike in the
income tax rate, a new plan
surfaced Monday that would raise
it by 66 percent. The 3 percent rate
now paid by individuals and fami-

lies would rise to 5 percent in one
of the largest state tax increases in
Illinois history.

The Capitol crowd found itself
multitasking, trying to piece to-
gether a tax-and-budget package
while taking time out in the
middle of the day to watch Demo-
cratic Gov. Pat Quinn get sworn in
for a full term. Many lawmakers
then spent the evening dancing at
the Illinois Inaugural Ball as the
noon Wednesday deadline loomed
for the current General Assembly
to act.

Also part of the plan is a 46

percent business tax increase.
The 4.8 percent corporate tax rate
would climb to 7 percent instead
of the 8.4 percent rate previously
sought. The higher rates would
last four years, though how much
would be temporary is still a
subject of negotiations.

Powerful House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan, D-Chicago, said
“not yet” when asked by a report-
er if he had the votes. “Well,
tomorrow is do or die,” he said,
later adding that Tuesday would 

Democrats rush for tax deal

Gov. Pat Quinn takes the oath of office Monday, acknowledging that
the state “must deal with a fiscal crisis.” MICHAEL TERCHA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

With 1 day left, leaders scramble for votes;
proposed increase is cut to 66% from 75%
By Ray Long, Rick Pearson
and Monique Garcia
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
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Metra launched its quiet cars on the Rock Island District line on

Monday, designating two cars on each train during rush hours as

off-limits for cell phones and loud talk. PAGE 6

CHICAGOLAND

Kristen Zamora, 22, takes a nap in a designated “quiet car” Monday
on the Metra Rock Island District line. ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Metra debuts quiet ride
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2nd Story Addition

Read part of the
Tribune’s initial
inquiry of Alden, “The

Last Hours of Jeremiah
Clark,” a 9-year-old who
died.

chicagotribune.com/neglect

North Side facility, most of
them children and young
adults with profound cogni-
tive impairment.

“We care for a very frag-
ile patient population who
suffer from very serious
medical conditions,” Alden
Management Services,
which oversees the facility,
said in a statement Monday.
“Our residents are like fam-
ily to us and we grieve
whenever one of them pass-
es. We continually evaluate
the care that we provide to
all of our patients to see if
there are areas for improve-
ment.”

State inspection records
show that the girl, whose
identity was not disclosed,
suffered from heart ail-
ments and a seizure dis-
order. On the morning of
July 3, test results showed
she had “heavy growth” of
MRSA, or methicillin-re-
sistant Staphylococcus au-
reus, a kind of staph bacte-
rium that is resistant to
some antibiotics. Yet her
doctor was not notified un-
til the evening of July 5.

The girl arrived at a hos-
pital with a temperature of
105.4 degrees and a pulse of
180. She died the next day of
septic shock, a drop in
blood pressure brought on
by infection.

While investigating the
girl’s death, state inspec-
tors learned that another
Alden Village North resi-
dent, a 14-year-old boy with
profound mental disabili-
ties, was also sent to the
hospital in July after a
lengthy delay.

Records show that after
the boy began breathing
rapidly, Alden staff paged
his doctor six times over 19
hours before the physician
responded. In citing the
facility, regulators con-
cluded the home should
have contacted its medical
director instead of waiting
for the doctor to respond.

The teenager died two
months later, but records do
not state whether the de-
layed trip to the hospital
was a factor.

Though inspection re-
cords do not name the boy,
his stepfather, David Noe,
contacted the Tribune and
identified him as Stephen
Pruitt. Both the stepfather
and the boy’s mother, Shir-
ley Noe, told the newspaper
they think a lack of care at
Alden hastened Stephen’s
death.

“The bottom line is I
think they were inattentive
to him,” David Noe said.

Shirley Noe, of downstate
Wood River, said she was
planning to visit her son the
weekend he died. “He had
the prettiest smile,” she
said. “If he could laugh out
loud, he would.”

Last month, Floyd
Schlossberg, president of
Alden Management Serv-
ices and operator of the
Alden nursing home chain,
said in an interview that
Alden Village North had
improved since he acquired

it in 2008.
But eight of the 14 deaths

resulting in citations have
occurred since he took over.

And the 21 violations
found in the public health
department’s most recent
annual inspection of the
facility are double the num-
ber typically found before
Schlossberg became its op-
erator. From 2005 to 2007,
nine violations were found
on average during annual
checks. Since Schlossberg
took over, the average has
been 25.

Alden Management Serv-
ices said in its statement
that the most recent annual
inspection “showed that we
continue to improve the
care that we provide at
Alden Village North. … We
will evaluate each finding
and look for ways to im-
prove.”

The latest annual review
took place in December,
though some violations in-
volved incidents that oc-
curred months earlier. In-
spectors frequently spot
older violations when re-
viewing patient records.

One citation was for not
thoroughly investigating
two allegations of abuse
and two allegations of ne-
glect.

The guardian of a 14-year-
old blind girl alleged in
November that the child
had such poor hygiene that
she had to be bathed at
school. Yet the facility did
not follow up, the inspec-
tion report states.

In another case, a 19-year-
old resident who breathed
with the aid of a ventilator
complained to staffers in
February that “he was
dropped on the floor on his
back.” Again, the allega-
tion wasn’t fully investigat-
ed, inspectors wrote.

The teen died the follow-
ing month, though inspec-
tion records do not state the
cause.

Inspectors also checked
the files of 10 residents and
found that the facility
rarely took any of them on
outings. One 11-year-old boy
with profound mental disa-
bilities had been to a park
once in June and once in
July but nowhere else for
the next five months.

The facility now has been
cited six times in the last
three years for not provid-
ing enough activities or
outings.

Bob Molitor, chief oper-
ating officer of the Alden
chain, said in an interview
in December that the facil-
ity had recently stepped up
activities, including trips to
the Shedd Aquarium and
Field Museum.

Asked to explain the most
recent violation, Alden did
not respond.

Other violations in the
latest inspection included
nurses making or about to
make mistakes while ad-
ministering medicine to
several children, the facil-
ity not fixing two residents’
wheelchairs and staffers al-
lowing two residents to de-
velop bedsores, a painful
condition that can occur
when immobile patients
are not often repositioned.

Meanwhile, in a separate
regulatory action, state
monitors have been visit-
ing the facility several
times a week since October,
when Gov. Pat Quinn or-
dered the additional scru-
tiny in response to the Trib-
une articles.

The two monitors — a
registered nurse and a li-
censed social worker con-
tracted by the state — spend
much of their time observ-
ing interactions between
residents and staff. Accord-
ing to their reports, copies
of which were obtained by
the Tribune, the monitors
have not observed any seri-
ous problems.

But they have noted an
unusual number of Alden
corporate officials at the
facility, with one monitor
writing: “I wonder how the
facility operates when staff
from corporate are not
present.”

In fact, on the day moni-
toring began, Molitor greet-
ed the monitor at the facil-
ity. According to the mon-
itor’s report, Molitor said
there was no “legal reason”
for monitoring because the
home complied with the
rules. Nonetheless, he said,
the facility would cooper-
ate. “He also mentioned,”
the monitor wrote, “that he
‘knows the governor.’ ”

In an interview with the
Tribune, Molitor said he
recalled greeting the mon-
itor but not making those
comments. He said he did
not know the governor.

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Girl’s death spurs state
to cite center yet again
Continued from Page 1

Illinois says a second child,
identified by family as Ste-
phen Pruitt (undated pho-
to), was hospitalized after a
delay. He died months later.

On Trib Nation,
chicago
tribune.com/
TribNation,
reporter Sam

Roe explains the documents
that revealed these
personal stories.

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION

A young father of nine
was killed early Monday
when the car he was driving
collided with a police SUV
responding to a call on the
South Side, Chicago police
said.

Shawn Garrett, 25, of Chi-
cago, was pronounced dead
about 2:50 a.m. at Stroger
Hospital.

Police said two officers
were traveling southbound
in an SUV with its emer-
gency signals activated
about 2 a.m. on South Indi-
ana Avenue.

According to police, Gar-
rett’s car ran a red light
while eastbound on East
69th Street and collided
with the police car before
crashing into a pole. Both
officers were treated and
released, but two passen-
gers in Garrett’s car were
taken to different hospitals
in critical condition, police
said.

Relatives and friends be-
gan congregating at a
house in the 600 block of
West 70th Street on Monday
afternoon, the home where
Ashley Watters, mother to

four of Garrett’s children,
lives with her grandmother. 

Watters, 22, said she had
known Garrett since gram-
mar school.

“He was a good father,”
she said, her voice breaking
with emotion. “He took
care of his kids and gave
them everything that they
wanted.”

Garrett, twice convicted
on drug-related felonies
since 2004, was expecting a
10th child with another
woman, relatives said.

Several of Garrett’s
friends and relatives were
confused and frustrated by
the police account of the

crash and were trying to
piece together exactly what
happened.

“They need to investigate
it, and then they’ll find out
what happened to my baby,”
said Garrett’s father,
Charles.

“We’re just looking for
the truth,” said Shalaine
Bohannon, Garrett’s aunt.
“We need some answers.”

Tribune reporters Deanese
Williams-Harris and Jere-
my Gorner contributed to
this report.

cdrhodes@tribune.com
alwang@tribune.com

Cops: Driver who died
in police crash ran light
By Dawn Rhodes 
and Andrew L. Wang
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Delores Harden hugs broth-
er Charles Garrett, whose
son died. TERRENCE ANTONIO

JAMES/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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SPRINGFIELD — Illinois
Democrats are scaling back a
major income tax increase as they
search for votes in a frantic,
last-ditch effort to deal with the
state’s crippling budget crisis.

After rank-and-file lawmakers
balked at a 75 percent hike in the
income tax rate, a new plan
surfaced Mondaurfaced Mondaurf y that would raiseaced Monday that would raiseaced Monda
it by 66 percent. The 3 percent rate
now paid by individuals and fami-

lies would rise to 5 percent in one
of the largest state tax increases in
Illinois history.

The Capitol crowd found itselfd found itselfd f
multitasking, trying to piece to-
gether a tax-and-budget package
while taking time out in the
middle of the day to watch Demo-iddle of the day to watch Demo-iddle of the da
cratic Gov. Patic Gov. Patic Gov t Quinn get sworn in
for a full term. Manfor a full term. Manf y lawmakers
then spent the evening dancing at
the Illinois Inaugural Ball as the
noon Wednesday deadline loomed
for the current General Assemblyfor the current General Assemblyf
to act.

Also part of the plan is a 46

percent business tax increase.
The 4.8 percent corporate tax rate
would climb to 7 percent instead
of the 8.4 percent rate previously
sought. The higher rates would
last four years, though how much
would be temporary is still a
subject of negotiations.

Powerful House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan, D-Chicago, said
“not yet” when asked by a report-
er if he had the votes. “Well,
tomorrow is do or die,” he said,
later adding that Tuesday would 

Democrats rush for tax dealemocrats rush for tax dealemocr

Gov. Pat Quinn takes the oath of office Monday, acknowledging that
the state “must deal with a fiscal crisis.” MICHAEL TERCHA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

With 1 day left, leaders scramble for votes;With 1 day left, leaders scramble for votes;W
proposed increase is cut to 66% from 75%
By Ray Long, Rick Pearson
and Monique Garcia
TRIBUNE REPORTERS
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A young father of nineyoung father of niney
was killed early Monday
when the car he was driving
collided with a police SUV
responding to a call on the
South Side, Chicago police
said.

Shawn Garrett, 25, of Chi-hawn Garrett, 25, of Chi-ha
cago, was pronounced dead
about 2:50 a.m. at Stroger
Hospital.

Police said two officers
were traveling southbound
in an SUV with its emer-
gency signals activated
about 2 a.m. on South Indi-
ana Avenue.

According to police, Gar-
rett’s car ran a red light
while eastbound on East
69th Street and collided
with the police car before
crashing into a pole. Both
officers were treated andfficers were treated andf
released, but two passen-
gers in Garrett’s car were
taken to different hospitals
in critical condition, police
said.

RelativRelativR es and friends be-
gan congregating at a
house in the 600 block of
West 70th StreetWest 70th StreetW on Monday
afternoon, the home where
Ashley Watters, mother to

four of Garrfour of Garrf ett’s children,
lives with her grandmother. 

WattersWattersW , 22, said she had
known Garrett since gram-
mar school.

“He was a good father,”
she said, her voice breakinghe said, her voice breakinghe said, her v
with emotion. “He took
care of his kids and gave
them everything that they
wanted.”

Garrett, twice convicted
on drug-related felonies
since 2004, was expecting a
10th child with another
woman, relatives said.

Several of Garrett’s
friends and relativfriends and relativf es were
confused and frustrated by
the police account of the

crash and were trying to
piece together exactly what
happened.

“They need to investigate
it, and then they’ll find out
what happened to my baby,”
said Garrett’s father,
Charles.

“We’re just looking for
the truth,” said Shalaine
Bohannon, Garrett’s aunt.
“We need some answers.”We need some answers.”W

TribTribT une reporters Deaneseune reporters Deaneseune reporter
Williams-HarWilliams-HarW ris and Jere-
my Gorner contributed tomy Gorner contributed tom
this report.this report.t

cdrhodes@tribune.comcdrhodes@tribune.comc
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Cops: Driver who died
in police crash ran light
By Dawn Rhodes 
and Andrew L. Wang
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Delores Harden hugs broth-
er Charles Garrett, whose
son died. TERRENCE ANTONIO
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The vast majority of Americans are thoroughly temperate in their approach to political matters. Even when they strongly
disagree with their elected representatives, they don’t wish them dead. No matter what their party or ideology, they were
appalled at what happened in Tucson. PAPAP GE 12AGE 12A

President Barack Obama led the nation in

a moment of silence Monday for the six dead

and 14 wounded in a shooting rampage Sat-

urday during a congresswoman’s meet-and-

greet event in Tucson, Ariz. 

“Obviously, all of us are still grieving and

in shock from the tragedy that took place,”

said Obama, who will travel to Tucson for a

memorial service Wednesday. “I think it is

important for us to also focus, though, on the

extraordinary courage that was shown dur-

ing the course of these events.” 

Obama cited the wounded woman who

helped secure the ammunition, the college

student who ran into the line of fire to rescue

his boss and those who wrestled the gunman

to the ground. “That speaks to the best of

America,” Obama said. 

In Phoenix, Jared Loughner, the man

charged in the shooting, was ordered held

without bail. Meanwhile, doctors were rela-

tively upbeat about the condition of Rep.

Gabrielle Giffords, who was shot in the head

during the attack. COVERAGE, PAGES 4-5OVERAGE, PAGES 4-5OVERA

Moment of silence for Arizona victims

Members of Congress and Capitol Hill staff observe a moment of silence Monday on the steps of the Capitol in Washington in the wake of
Saturday’s rampage that killed six and wounded 14 in Arizona. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords was gravely injured. KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS PHOTO
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Bears outside linebacker

Lance Briggs missed the first

meeting with the Seahawks, 

a Bears loss. He’s ready for the

crucial rematch Sunday at

Soldier Field. PAPAP GE 5AGE 5A

Stay connected: Catch up on

the Bears with

our new “Chi-

cago Football”

app for the

iPhone and

Android. Text

FOOTBALL to

31286 to down-

load. Message

and data rates may apply. Text

STOP to quit and HELP for

more info.
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The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals turned down the latest

effort by former Gov. George Ryan to leave prison so he can be

at the side of his terminally ill wife. PAGE 6PAGE 6PA

CHICAGOLAND

RyRyR an loses bid for release on bailyan loses bid for release on baily

The former U.S. House

majority leader from Texas

is sentenced to prison for

his role in a money-laun-

dering scheme. PAGE 11PAGE 11PA

NATION NATION NA

3-year sentence-year sentence-y
for Tom DeLay for Tom DeLay f

Founder will take PlayboyFounder will take PlayboyF

private by buying outstand-

ing shares in a deal that

values the company at

$207 million. PAGE 15PAGE 15PA
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Hugh HefnerHugh HefnerH
gets his bunny gets his bunny g

Metra launched its quiet cars on the Rock Island District line on

Monday, designating two cars on each train during rush hours asonday, designating two cars on each train during rush hours asonday

off-limits for cell phones and loud talk. ff-limits for cell phones and loud talk. f PAPAP GE 6AGE 6A

CHICAGOLAND

Kristen Zamora, 22, takes a nap in a designated “quiet car” Monday
on the Metra Rock Island District line. ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Deadly Neglect

Supplemental Exhibit

State regulators have cited a troubled 
Chicago facility for disabled children in 
yet another death, this one involving a 
14-month-old girl.

Authorities concluded that staff  at 
Alden Village North waited two days to 
contact the girl’s doctor when test re-
sults in July showed signs of  a serious 
infection. After the doctor was reached, 
the girl was sent to a hospital, where she 
died within hours.

Regulators also cited Alden for 21 ad-
ditional violations, including failing to 
investigate allegations of  neglect and not 
taking children on outings for months at 
a time — problems that have plagued the 
facility in the past.

Alden has been under fire since Oc-
tober, when a Tribune investigation re-
vealed a high number of  deaths at the 
home and the worst safety record in Il-
linois for facilities of  its kind. The girl’s 
death brings to 14 the number of  chil-
dren and young adults who have died at 
the home since 2000 in cases that result-
ed in state citations.

The Illinois Department of  Public 
Health finished investigating the girl’s 
death last week, an agency spokeswom-
an said. About 90 people live at the North 
Side facility, most of  them children and 
young adults with profound cognitive 
impairment.

“We care for a very fragile patient 
population who suffer from very serious 
medical conditions,” Alden Management 
Services, which oversees the facility, said 
in a statement Monday. “Our residents 
are like family to us and we grieve when-
ever one of  them passes. We continually 
evaluate the care that we provide to all of  
our patients to see if  there are areas for 
improvement.”

State inspection records show that the 
girl, whose identity was not disclosed, 
suffered from heart ailments and a sei-
zure disorder. On the morning of  July 
3, test results showed she had “heavy 
growth” of  MRSA, or methicillin-resis-
tant Staphylococcus aureus, a kind of  
staph bacterium that is resistant to some 
antibiotics. Yet her doctor was not noti-
fied until the evening of  July 5.

The girl arrived at a hospital with a 
temperature of  105.4 degrees and a pulse 
of  180. She died the next day of  septic 
shock, a drop in blood pressure brought 
on by infection.

While investigating the girl’s death, 
state inspectors learned that another Al-
den Village North resident, a 14-year-old 
boy with profound mental disabilities, 
was also sent to the hospital in July after 
a lengthy delay.

Records show that after the boy began 
breathing rapidly, Alden staff  paged his 
doctor six times over 19 hours before 
the physician responded. In citing the 
facility, regulators concluded the home 
should have contacted its medical direc-
tor instead of  waiting for the doctor to 
respond.

The teenager died two months later, 
but records do not state whether the de-
layed trip to the hospital was a factor.

Though inspection records do not 
name the boy, his stepfather, David Noe, 
contacted the Tribune and identified 
him as Stephen Pruitt. Both the stepfa-
ther and the boy’s mother, Shirley Noe, 
told the newspaper they think a lack of  
care at Alden hastened Stephen’s death.

“The bottom line is I think they were 
inattentive to him,” David Noe said.

Shirley Noe, of  downstate Wood River, 
said she was planning to visit her son the 

weekend he died. “He had the prettiest 
smile,” she said. “If  he could laugh out 
loud, he would.”

Last month, Floyd Schlossberg, presi-
dent of  Alden Management Services 
and operator of  the Alden nursing home 
chain, said in an interview that Alden 
Village North had improved since he ac-
quired it in 2008.

But eight of  the 14 deaths resulting 
in citations have occurred since he took 
over.

And the 21 violations found in the 
public health department’s most recent 
annual inspection of  the facility are dou-
ble the number typically found before 
Schlossberg became its operator. From 
2005 to 2007, nine violations were found 
on average during annual checks. Since 
Schlossberg took over, the average has 
been 25.

Alden Management Services said in 
its statement that the most recent annu-
al inspection “showed that we continue 
to improve the care that we provide at 
Alden Village North. ... We will evalu-
ate each finding and look for ways to im-
prove.”

The latest annual review took place 
in December, though some violations in-
volved incidents that occurred months 
earlier. Inspectors frequently spot older 
violations when reviewing patient re-
cords.

One citation was for not thoroughly 
investigating two allegations of  abuse 
and two allegations of  neglect.

The guardian of  a 14-year-old blind 
girl alleged in November that the child 
had such poor hygiene that she had to be 
bathed at school. Yet the facility did not 
follow up, the inspection report states.

In another case, a 19-year-old resident 
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who breathed with the aid of  a ventila-
tor complained to staffers in February 
that “he was dropped on the floor on his 
back.” Again, the allegation wasn’t fully 
investigated, inspectors wrote.

The teen died the following month, 
though inspection records do not state 
the cause.

Inspectors also checked the files of  
10 residents and found that the facility 
rarely took any of  them on outings. One 
11-year-old boy with profound mental 
disabilities had been to a park once in 
June and once in July but nowhere else 
for the next five months.

The facility now has been cited six 
times in the last three years for not pro-
viding enough activities or outings.

Bob Molitor, chief  operating officer of  
the Alden chain, said in an interview in 
December that the facility had recently 
stepped up activities, including trips to 
the Shedd Aquarium and Field Museum.

Asked to explain the most recent vio-
lation, Alden did not respond.

Other violations in the latest inspec-
tion included nurses making or about 
to make mistakes while administering 
medicine to several children, the facil-
ity not fixing two residents’ wheelchairs 
and staffers allowing two residents to de-
velop bedsores, a painful condition that 
can occur when immobile patients are 

not often repositioned.
Meanwhile, in a separate regulatory 

action, state monitors have been visiting 
the facility several times a week since 
October, when Gov. Pat Quinn ordered 
the additional scrutiny in response to 
the Tribune articles.

The two monitors — a registered 
nurse and a licensed social worker con-
tracted by the state — spend much of  
their time observing interactions be-
tween residents and staff. According to 
their reports, copies of  which were ob-
tained by the Tribune, the monitors have 
not observed any serious problems.

But they have noted an unusual num-
ber of  Alden corporate officials at the fa-
cility, with one monitor writing: “I won-
der how the facility operates when staff  
from corporate are not present.”

In fact, on the day monitoring began, 
Molitor greeted the monitor at the facil-
ity. According to the monitor’s report, 
Molitor said there was no “legal reason” 
for monitoring because the home com-
plied with the rules. Nonetheless, he 
said, the facility would cooperate. “He 
also mentioned,” the monitor wrote, 
“that he ‘knows the governor.’”

In an interview with the Tribune, Mo-
litor said he recalled greeting the moni-
tor but not making those comments. He 
said he did not know the governor.
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North Side facility, most of
them children and young
adults with profound cogni-
tive impairment.

“We care for a very frag-
ile patient population who
suffer from very serious
medical conditions,” Alden
Management Services,
which oversees the facility,
said in a statement Monday.
“Our residents are like fam-
ily to us and we grieve
whenever one of them pass-
es. We continually evaluate
the care that we provide to
all of our patients to see if
there are areas for improve-
ment.”

State inspection records
show that the girl, whose
identity was not disclosed,
suffered from heart ail-
ments and a seizure dis-
order. On the morning of
July 3, test results showed
she had “heavy growth” of
MRSA, or methicillin-re-
sistant Staphylococcus au-
reus, a kind of staph bacte-
rium that is resistant to
some antibiotics. Yet her
doctor was not notified un-
til the evening of July 5.

The girl arrived at a hos-
pital with a temperature of
105.4 degrees and a pulse of
180. She died the next day of
septic shock, a drop in
blood pressure brought on
by infection.

While investigating the
girl’s death, state inspec-
tors learned that another
Alden Village North resi-
dent, a 14-year-old boy with
profound mental disabili-
ties, was also sent to the
hospital in July after a
lengthy delay.

Records show that after
the boy began breathing
rapidly, Alden staff paged
his doctor six times over 19
hours before the physician
responded. In citing the
facility, regulators con-
cluded the home should
have contacted its medical
director instead of waiting
for the doctor to respond.

The teenager died two
months later, but records do
not state whether the de-
layed trip to the hospital
was a factor.

Though inspection re-
cords do not name the boy,
his stepfather, David Noe,
contacted the Tribune and
identified him as Stephen
Pruitt. Both the stepfather
and the boy’s mother, Shir-
ley Noe, told the newspaper
they think a lack of care at
Alden hastened Stephen’s
death.

“The bottom line is I
think they were inattentive
to him,” David Noe said.

Shirley Noe, of downstate
Wood River, said she was
planning to visit her son the
weekend he died. “He had
the prettiest smile,” she
said. “If he could laugh out
loud, he would.”

Last month, Floyd
Schlossberg, president of
Alden Management Serv-
ices and operator of the
Alden nursing home chain,
said in an interview that
Alden Village North had
improved since he acquired

it in 2008.
But eight of the 14 deaths

resulting in citations have
occurred since he took over.

And the 21 violations
found in the public health
department’s most recent
annual inspection of the
facility are double the num-
ber typically found before
Schlossberg became its op-
erator. From 2005 to 2007,
nine violations were found
on average during annual
checks. Since Schlossberg
took over, the average has
been 25.

Alden Management Serv-
ices said in its statement
that the most recent annual
inspection “showed that we
continue to improve the
care that we provide at
Alden Village North. … We
will evaluate each finding
and look for ways to im-
prove.”

The latest annual review
took place in December,
though some violations in-
volved incidents that oc-
curred months earlier. In-
spectors frequently spot
older violations when re-
viewing patient records.

One citation was for not
thoroughly investigating
two allegations of abuse
and two allegations of ne-
glect.

The guardian of a 14-year-
old blind girl alleged in
November that the child
had such poor hygiene that
she had to be bathed at
school. Yet the facility did
not follow up, the inspec-
tion report states.

In another case, a 19-year-
old resident who breathed
with the aid of a ventilator
complained to staffers in
February that “he was
dropped on the floor on his
back.” Again, the allega-
tion wasn’t fully investigat-
ed, inspectors wrote.

The teen died the follow-
ing month, though inspec-
tion records do not state the
cause.

Inspectors also checked
the files of 10 residents and
found that the facility
rarely took any of them on
outings. One 11-year-old boy
with profound mental disa-
bilities had been to a park
once in June and once in
July but nowhere else for
the next five months.

The facility now has been
cited six times in the last
three years for not provid-
ing enough activities or
outings.

Bob Molitor, chief oper-
ating officer of the Alden
chain, said in an interview
in December that the facil-
ity had recently stepped up
activities, including trips to
the Shedd Aquarium and
Field Museum.

Asked to explain the most
recent violation, Alden did
not respond.

Other violations in the
latest inspection included
nurses making or about to
make mistakes while ad-
ministering medicine to
several children, the facil-
ity not fixing two residents’
wheelchairs and staffers al-
lowing two residents to de-
velop bedsores, a painful
condition that can occur
when immobile patients
are not often repositioned.

Meanwhile, in a separate
regulatory action, state
monitors have been visit-
ing the facility several
times a week since October,
when Gov. Pat Quinn or-
dered the additional scru-
tiny in response to the Trib-
une articles.

The two monitors — a
registered nurse and a li-
censed social worker con-
tracted by the state — spend
much of their time observ-
ing interactions between
residents and staff. Accord-
ing to their reports, copies
of which were obtained by
the Tribune, the monitors
have not observed any seri-
ous problems.

But they have noted an
unusual number of Alden
corporate officials at the
facility, with one monitor
writing: “I wonder how the
facility operates when staff
from corporate are not
present.”

In fact, on the day moni-
toring began, Molitor greet-
ed the monitor at the facil-
ity. According to the mon-
itor’s report, Molitor said
there was no “legal reason”
for monitoring because the
home complied with the
rules. Nonetheless, he said,
the facility would cooper-
ate. “He also mentioned,”
the monitor wrote, “that he
‘knows the governor.’ ”

In an interview with the
Tribune, Molitor said he
recalled greeting the mon-
itor but not making those
comments. He said he did
not know the governor.

sroe@tribune.com
jahopkins@tribune.com

Girl’s death spurs state
to cite center yet again
Continued from Page 1

Illinois says a second child,
identified by family as Ste-
phen Pruitt (undated pho-
to), was hospitalized after a
delay. He died months later.

On Trib Nation,
chicago
tribune.com/
TribNation,
reporter Sam

Roe explains the documents
that revealed these
personal stories.
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A young father of nine
was killed early Monday
when the car he was driving
collided with a police SUV
responding to a call on the
South Side, Chicago police
said.

Shawn Garrett, 25, of Chi-
cago, was pronounced dead
about 2:50 a.m. at Stroger
Hospital.

Police said two officers
were traveling southbound
in an SUV with its emer-
gency signals activated
about 2 a.m. on South Indi-
ana Avenue.

According to police, Gar-
rett’s car ran a red light
while eastbound on East
69th Street and collided
with the police car before
crashing into a pole. Both
officers were treated and
released, but two passen-
gers in Garrett’s car were
taken to different hospitals
in critical condition, police
said.

Relatives and friends be-
gan congregating at a
house in the 600 block of
West 70th Street on Monday
afternoon, the home where
Ashley Watters, mother to

four of Garrett’s children,
lives with her grandmother. 

Watters, 22, said she had
known Garrett since gram-
mar school.

“He was a good father,”
she said, her voice breaking
with emotion. “He took
care of his kids and gave
them everything that they
wanted.”

Garrett, twice convicted
on drug-related felonies
since 2004, was expecting a
10th child with another
woman, relatives said.

Several of Garrett’s
friends and relatives were
confused and frustrated by
the police account of the

crash and were trying to
piece together exactly what
happened.

“They need to investigate
it, and then they’ll find out
what happened to my baby,”
said Garrett’s father,
Charles.

“We’re just looking for
the truth,” said Shalaine
Bohannon, Garrett’s aunt.
“We need some answers.”

Tribune reporters Deanese
Williams-Harris and Jere-
my Gorner contributed to
this report.
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Cops: Driver who died
in police crash ran light
By Dawn Rhodes 
and Andrew L. Wang
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Delores Harden hugs broth-
er Charles Garrett, whose
son died. TERRENCE ANTONIO
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Illinois says a second 
child, identified by 
family as Stephen 
Pruitt (undated photo), 
was hospitalized after 
a delay. He died months 
later.














