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SPECIAL REPORT: DAY 6

BLADE PHOTO BY CHRIS WALKER
Even while sleeping, Butch Lemke needs oxygen. Mr. Lemke contracted beryllium disease - an incurable, often-fatal
iliness — while working for Brush Wellman. He is determined not to let the disease beat him. See bis story on Page 8.

If you're a taxpayer, you
have contributed to Brush


Zephaniah Roe
Toledo Blade, April 2, 1999


Millions of public dollars bave belped company to grow

STORIES

A LOOK AT THE SERIES

Sunday: The U.S. government has risked
the lives of thousands of workers by
knowingly allowing them to be exposed to
unsafe levels of beryllium.

Monday: A secret bargain between govern-
ment and industry officials twists a plan to
protect beryllium workers into a deal protecting
themselves.

Tuesday: Brush Wellman, America’s leading
beryllium producer, has misled workers,
federal regularors, and the public about the
dangers of the metal.

Wednesday: Brush Wellman has systemati-
cally and aggressively tried to control how doc-
tors, scientists, and the public view beryllium.

Yesterday: The final days of Marilyn Miller,

who contracted beryllium disease while
working as a secretary in a local beryllium plant.

B TODAY: Public officials are quick to give
Brush Wellman millions of dollars in tax
breaks and public money but slow to raise health

concerns.

By SAM ROE

m BLADE

fyou think you haven't contributed

to workers at Brush Wellman Inc.
getting sick and dying, think again.
Millions of dollars in public money

and tax breaks have gone to the berylli-
um producer to help it grow and thrive.

Ottawa County once gave Brush Well-
man the biggest tax break in county his-
tory.
The Toledo-Lucas County Port Author-
ity once built a plant for the company.

And Cuyahoga County once gave Brush
Wellman a property tax cut because its
land was polluted - polluted, in part, by
the company itself.

While public officials have been quick
to give Brush Wellman money, there is one
thing they haven’t done: ask many ques-
tions about how workers have contract-
ed beryllium disease at Brush plants.

“I can’t say that weighed very heavily
in the decision” to give Brush Wellman
a tax break, says Walt Wehenkel, an
Ottawa County planner.

Lorain, 0., Mayor Joe Koziura says
that when he recently backed a tax break
for Brush, he had no idea workers at
some of its facilities were becoming ill.
That was never a part of any discus-
sions, he says.

The average taxpayer has a stake in the
matter: Some of Brush’s tax cuts involve
millions of dollars that would otherwise
go to local schools and social services,
such as nursing home and mental health
care,

Those responsible for providing Brush
with public money and tax cuts range from
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| HOW GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY
* CHOSE WEAPONS OVER WORKERS

the U.S. Congress to local school boards.
Some defend giving the tax breaks as a
way to encourage new jobs. Brush, an
international firm with about $400 million
in annual sales, defends accepting them
as a way to keep costs down.

“You're building a new plant to expand
your revenue and income-base, and
therefore you have to do it in the most
cost-effective way that you can,” says
Brush spokesman Timothy Reid, who
recently left the firm.

A Blade review of Brush Wellman's gov-
ernment aid shows:

M For years, the federal government
subsidized the company, at times prac-
tically saving it from closing.

B In 1996, state and local officials pro-
vided a massive package of tax breaks,
loans, and grants for a project that
promised to cut jobs, not create them.

@ That same year Lorain lured a
Brush plant to town with a tax break

See TAX BREAKS, Page 5
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even though the company left the
city in disgrace 50 years earlier
after numerous residents living
near a Brush plant contracted
beryllium disease.

“I would have never let that
company come in,” says Angela
Barraco, whose husband and 7-
year-old niece died of beryllium dis-
ease from the old Lorain plant,
records show.

“I do believe that they ruined a
lot of people’s lives.”

Based in Cleveland, Brush Well-
man has facilities in 11 states.
The firm is the nation’s leading pro-
ducer of beryllium, a hard, gray
metal used in nuclear bombs and
other weapons, as well as in the
electronics and automotive indus-
tries. Brush has 2,160 workers,
including 650 at its main plant
near Elmore, 20 miles southeast
of Toledo.

Since the 1940s, 127 Brush work-
ers have contracted beryllium
disease, an incurable, often-fatal
lung illness caused by inhaling
microscopic bits of beryllium.
Researchers estimate 1,200 peo-
ple have contracted the illness
nationwide since the 1940s.

Brush Wellman emphasizes it

«We put about
$50 million a
year, between
salaries and local
purchasing, in the
five-county area
around [the
Elmore plant].?

Lyle MacAulay
Brush’s director of
manufacturing technology

has contributed much to its com-
munities. In the Elmore area, it has
given thousands of dollars to the
United Way, sponsored blood dri-
ves, and donated computers to
Woodmore High School.

“And il’s not like we aren’t pay-
ing taxes,” Mr. Reid, the Brush
spokesman, says.

In 1998, Brush officials say, the
Elmore plant alone paid roughly
$3.6 million in state and local taxes.

That's in addition to the mil-
lions Brush provides in payroll The
average worker at the Elmore
plant earns about $18 an hour -a
solid amount in a farming com-
munity with few factory jobs.

One year, 150 people camped
overnight in the rain to get appli-
cations for only four openings.

“We put about $50 million a year,
between salaries and local pur-
chasing, in the five-county area
around [the Elmore plant],” says
Lyle MacAulay, Brush'’s director
of manufacturing technology.

Sandy Buchanan, executive
director of Ohio Citizen Action,
the consumer and environmental
group, says local governments
should not fixate on such figures.
She says they should use tax
breaks as bargaining chips to
encourage firms like Brush to
improve health conditions.

“If you are going to give a pub-
lic subsidy to a corporation, it’s a
huge opportunity to move things
forward in the context of health and
safety."

Butch Lemke, an Elmore resi-
dent who developed beryllium
disease after working nine years
at the Brush plant, agrees.

“What good is it to create 10
jobs and turn around and put
these 10 people’s health in jeop-

ardy?”
FEDS HAVE BACKED
BRUSH FOR YEARS

The federal government has
backed Brush for years, and for a
simple reason: It needs a reliable
supply of beryllium for its weapons.

For if Brush were to go out of
business, the government would
lose its major beryllium source.

So the relationship between the
U.S. government and Brush has
been intimate since World War

See TAX BREAKS, Page 6
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I, when America bought tons of the metal
for the war effort. When Brush couldn’t
keep up with the demand, the govern-
ment invested $1 million to expand oper-
ations, federal records show.

After the war, the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission, which oversaw nuclear
weapons production, remained Brush’s
biggest customer, accounting for two-
thirds of all sales.

Other beryllium companies relied on
government orders in the late 1940s.

“This has placed the AEC in the uncom-
fortable position of exercising extensive
control over a complete industry,” a
recently declassified AEC document
states.

In 1949, the government paid Brush
to build and operate a plant in Luckey to
produce beryllium for weapons and, sub-
sequently, for the space program.

Still, the government feared Brush
would fold if government orders dropped.

“The company is financially weak,” an
AEC official wrote in 1950, “and its com-
several years.”

So the government continued to help
Brush.

In 1957, Brush signed a contract with
the government to build and operate a
beryllium plant near Elmore.

In return, U.S. officials agreed to buy 50
tons of beryllium over five years.

In 1979, when Brush’s only significant
competitor dropped out of the beryllium
metal business, defense officials agreed
to pay Brush a one-time 35 per cent price
hike to entice the company to remain a gov-
ernment supplier.

In recent years, Brush’s government
orders have dropped sharply, largely
because of the end of the Cold War. But the

t still needs some beryllium for
weapons, and so it remains concerned
about Brush’s financial health.

In 1982, the U.S. Department of Ener-
gy gave the company a $3.5 million grant
to study how to improve production and
safety, and in 1994, the U.S.Defense
Department provided $2 million to help
Brush and several other businesses con-
vert their defense technologies to com-
mercial uses.

TAX BREAK G

IVEN
FOR CUTTING JOBS

A few years ago, when Brush Wellman
was thinking about expanding its plant
near Elmore, local officials put together
arich package of tax breaks, grants, and
loans.

Yet the company was not promising
to create a single job.

In fact, officials expected Brush to cut
40 jobs.

Local officials defend the deal, saying
that if Brush had built outside Ohio, the
Elmore plant would have lost 150 jobs.

“I think it’s important for the commu-
nity to protect what you've got,” says
Jerry Arkebauer; vice president of finance
and strategic initiatives for the Toledo-
Lucas County Port Authority.

When Elmore landed the $110 million
expansion in 1996, “it was the talk of the
county,” Ottawa County Commissioner
Chris Redfern recalls. “Everyone was
excited - and still is.”

The county gave Brush a 10-year tax
break on personal and real property -
money that otherwise would have gone to
schools and social service agencies.

Total savings for Brush: $7.5 million.

_Commissioner Redfern says no one
voiced opposition to the tax break, and local
schools approved the deal.

The schools didn't come away empty-
handed: Brush agreed to directly pay
the schools 25 per cent of what it would

See TAX BREAKS, Page 7

Tax Breaks: Brusb given a rich tax packRage,
to expand its Elmore plant

\



il think it’s important
for the community to
protect what you've
got.?

Jerry Arkebauer

Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority
VP/finance and strategic initiatives

TAX BREAKS
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have otherwise paid.

County officials acknowledge few ques-
tions were asked about Brush’s health
problems at other plants.

“It’s beyond my expertise to do that,”
says Walt Wehenkel, the county planner
who helped negotiate the tax break.

Commissioner Redfern says berylli-
um disease was a concern to him, but
Brush assured him the new plant would
have safeguards.

Plus, he says, relatively few workers at
the main Elmore plant have the disease.
He doesn’t know exactly how many: “It’s
1in 150, 1 in 200, as far as I know.”

In reality, a recently published study
found 1 in 11 have the disease or an abnor-
mal blood test - a sign they may very
well develop the illness.

Meanwhile, the Toledo-Lucas County
Port Authority, a public agency, put togeth-
er a $20 million financing package - $15
million in bonds and a $5 million low-
interest state loan.

Under the agreement, the port would
construct and own the plant and lease it
back to Brush for 15 years. The port did
this to allow Brush to keep long-term
debt off its books, making the company look
better to investors.

In addition, the port orchestrated a
lobbying effort to sway state officials to
approve the $5 million loan. It was a spe-
cial loan - five times greater than the
usual allowable amount.

In all, port authority documents on the
Brush deal stand three feet tall. Yet there
is scant information about the health
problems.

The port’s Mr. Arkebauer says port
officials discussed the issue, and it was
indeed a concern.

“We look at it as: Is it going to impair the
ability of the company to make the debt
service payments? In our opinion, it was
not.”

He says he did not know off-hand what
percentage of workers were sick at the
Elmore plant, but from the port’s point of
view, he believed it was “an acceptable
amount.”

BRUSH GETS TAX CUT
ON LAND IT POLLUTED

Brush once polluted a plant site, then
received a large property tax cut because
of the contamination.

“This is a real loophole. It’s really
lousy,” says Richard Linhart, a real estate
analyst for the Cuyahoga County board of
revision.

The Brush site is 66 acres in the Cleve-
land suburb of Bedford. In 1994, Mr. Lin-
hart says, the taxable value of the prop-
erty was $1.6 million. That year, Brush
appealed the assessment, saying the
property was so contaminated with lead
and toxic chemicals that it was worthless.
The company argued that it should pay no
taxes.

When the county rejected that argu-
ment, Brush appealed to a state tax
board. County officials then decided to com-
promise with the company: The taxable
value of the property would be reduced to
$400,000 — a 75 per cent cut.

So Brush is now paying thousands of dol-
lars less a year in taxes, says James
Hopkins of the Cuyahoga County board of
revision. He says that means less money
for local schools.

Mr. Linhart says Cuyahoga County set-
tled with Brush because it wanted to
avoid losing a lawsuit. “I didn’t want this
to become a precedent,” he says.

The tax cut, first reported in The (Cleve-
land) Plain Dealer, was rare but legal:
State law allows property to be devalued
because of pollution, and it doesn’t mat-
ter if the owner caused it.

Brush acknowledges it polluted the
property but says it is not solely to blame:
It owned the factory only 14 of the 36
years the plant was operating.

The factory, which made brake parts for

trucks for Brush subsidiary SK.
Wellman, closed in 1988 and was torn
down in 1993.

Mr. Reid, the Brush spokesman, says
the money the company saved on the
tax cut has been greatly negated by the
$6.5 million spent so far on pollution
cleanup.

Even if Brush is able sell the vacant
property, he says, it will be at a loss.
“We're not going to get our money back.”

DESPITE TRAGIC PAST,
LORAIN WELCOMES BRUSH

Back in the 1940s, residents near Brush’s
factory in Lorain were contracting begyl—
lium disease from the plant’s air pollution.

Fear gripped the city, and more than 600
residents signed a petition to force Brush
to leave town.

The company voluntarily moved to
the country, far from residents and anoth-
er potential disaster. )

Five decades later, Brush is back in
Lorain - thanks to taxpayers’ money.

In 1996, the city gave Brush a 10-year
tax break to build a plant in its west side
industrial park. The savings to Brush:
$1 million.

The plant, which has 31 workers, man-
ufactures bronze materials for aircraft
landing gear, drilling equipment, and
plastic molds.

Mayor Joe Koziura says beryllium dis-
ease was not an issue when officials
approved the tax break.

A few residents, he says, did recall
the tragedy of the 1940s at public meetings,
but he thought the disease was in the
past.
Had he known workers were still get-
ting sick, “I would have been more con-
cerned and have said, 'Hey, what is going
on here?”

Yet he does not expect a repeat of the
tragedy. Brush, he says, has assured him
the plant will not handle beryllium.

In an interview with The Blade, the
Brush spokesman did not rule out that the
deadly metal might be handled there
someday.

“But that is not the plan, and it never was
the plan,” Mr. Reid says.

Some are upset that Brush was allowed
to return to Lorain.

“I can’t understand why Lorain would
want them back,” says Angela Barraco,
whose husband, Al, and 7-year-old niece,
Gloria, died of beryllium disease from
the old plant. Researchers in the 1940s con-
cluded that Gloria got it from air pollution;
Mr. Barraco worked in the plant briefly.

Mrs. Barraco, 79, of Avon, O., keeps her
husband’s papers and photographs in
an album, including pictures of him wear-
ing his oxygen hose.

“] want my grandchildren to remem-
ber what he had to go through,” she says.

Cheryl Sanders’s father, Stanley Sobo-
cienski, lived near the plant and died of the
disease in 1946, researchers concluded.
She was just 5 at the time.

“The only thing I remember is that he
was sick, that he wasn't able to work,”
recalls Ms. Sanders, 57, of Amherst, O.
“That’s about all I really know about my
father.”

She says it was wrong for Lorain to
lure the beryllium company back.

“They were here once, and they had to
move out. They should have just stayed
awa},‘”



The average worker at the Elmore
plant makes $18 an hour - a solid
amount in a farming community
with few factory jobs.
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Brush recently received a tax break for its plant in Lorain. Mayor Joe Koziura, outside the plant, says had he
known that Brush workers at other facilities were getting sick, he would have asked more questions.




BLOCK NEWS ALLIANCE PHOTOS BY ALLAN DETRICH
A group tours the Brush plant outside Elmore. The plant was recently expanded with the help of tax breaks provided by the government.
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. Day6: Tax dollars back Brush

rush backs politicians
— and vice versa

Firm's political action committee

contributes to noted lawmakers

BLADE SENIOR WRITER

Brush Wellman Inc. has had many
friends in high places.

U.S. Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah once
opposed a worker safety plan that would
have cost the company millions of dol-
lars.

Toledo Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur
once obtained federal funds for the com-
pany to help it convert its defense tech-
nology to commercial uses.

And US. Rep. James Hansen of Utah and
U.S. Rep. Paul Gillmor of Ohio once pushed
legislation that could have potentially
exempted the company from proposed
mining rules and fees.

Likewise, Brush Wellman has backed
these lawmakers — with thousands of dol-
lars in campaign contributions.

Since 1988, Congressman Gillmor has
received $26,500; Congressman Hansen,
$24,400; Senator Hatch, $10,000, and Con-
gresswoman $2,000, a review of Fed-
eral Election Commission records shows.

Overall, Brush Wellman has donated a
total of $187,700 to 47 lawmakers and can-
didates since 1988. Most have been Repub-
licans running for Congress in states in
which Brush has beryllium plants, such as
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Utah.

The contributions are perfectly legal: The
money comes from Brush’s political action
committee, or PAC. It was created in 1987
and is called the Brush Wellman Good
Government Fund. Brush’s PAC money
comes from payroll deductions from some
of the company’s top executives.

“It’s the company’s right - it’s any-
body’s right - to petition government,”
says Hugh Hanes, Brush’s vice president
of government affairs.

“Our participation in a PAC is no different

than labor organizations, or environmen-
tal organizations or other people that sup-
port candidates that support the principles
that they believe in.”

He says Brush does not expect politicians
to give Brush favors in return for donations.

“Frankly, I don’t think any representa-
tive or member of Congress would be
influenced by the modest amounts that the
[Brush] PAC gives.”

Brush documents turned over in recent
lawsuits show the company does expect cer-
tain lawmakers to back the firm.

When Congress was debating several
bills affecting American manufacturers
in 1987, Brush executive Richard Davis
offered a lobbying strategy in a memo to
Brush colleague James Gulick.

“Since these are issues which will impact
all manufacturers, not just Brush Well-
man, I don't believe we should ‘use up
any favors’ owed us by our most reliable
supporters,” Mr. Davis wrote.

In a related memo, Mr. Davis wrote
that Brush official Stephen Zenczak would
monitor the legislation with “Orin (sic)
Hatch’s people” and that Mr. Zenczak
“agreed we shouldn't use up our favors on
a bill that won’t have as big an impact on
[Brush] as on the rest of industry.”

Mr. Zenczak, now retired from Brush,
says Senator Hatch has long been a friend
of the company, which has a mine and
plant in the senator’s home state of Utah.
He says Mr. Hatch, a Republican, has fre-
quently helped Brush gain access to key
U.S. officials, such as those in the Defense
Department.

“You just can't knock on the doors of those
[officials] and say, "I want to talk with
you,”” Mr. Zenczak says.

Hatch aide J.J. Brown says Brush is a
constituent, and Senator Hatch helps con-
stituents who have legitimate requests.



Campaign contributions do not influ-
ence whom the senator helps, the aide
says. Most constituent requests are han-
dled by staffers, who do not know who
has given money. “To me, contributions are
irrelevant.”

Senator Hatch would not turn over to The
Blade any documents he had regarding
Brush, pointing out in a letter that Con-
gressional offices are exempt from public
records laws.

But documents obtained from the Ener-
gy Department show that Senator Hatch
once opposed a worker safety plan that
ggsuld have cost Brush millions of dol-

In 1975, the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration proposed lower-
ing the limit of deadly beryllium dust that
workers could be exposed to. In 1978 and
1979, Senator Hatch weighed in on the
issue, writing to Labor Secretary Ray
Marshall, U.S. Sen. Sam Nunn, and Health,
Education, and Welfare Secretary Joseph
Califano, Jr.

At first, Senator Hatch questioned the
scientific studies on which the safety plan
was based. When a panel of independent
experts verified the science behind the
plan, Senator Hatch tried a different
approach: He wrote to Senator Nunn, a
member of the Armed Services Commit-
tee, saying the plan could harm national
security.

In the end, the worker safety plan died.

Today, Senator Hatch says he only vague-
ly recalls the issue and could not com-
ment, according to his chief of staff, Patri-
cia Knight.

Another Utah Republican who has
received Brush PAC money is Congress-
man Hansen His district includes Brush’s
Utah plant and the open-pit mine, where
!.he company extracts beryllium-contain-
ing ore.

In 1993, Congressman Hansen tried to
help Brush on a bill that would have
required mining firms to pay higher fees
and royalties on the minerals they mined.

As House members debated the bill,

Hansen proposed an amend-
ment that could have potentially exempt-
ed Brush. He wanted to give the Defense
Department the power to exempt firms like
Brush Wellman to ensure ample national
defense materials. He said forcing Brush
to pay increased royalties could threaten
the U.S. beryllium supply.

Congressman Gillmor, a Republican
whose district includes areas near Brush’s
Elmore plant, agreed. Holding a piece of
beryllium-containing ore, he told col-
leagues they should not “damage critical
industries that are of strategic impor-
tance to our national defense.”

In the end, Mr. Hansen’s amendment
failed, 193 to 238. U.S. Rep. George Miller,
a California Democrat, called it “an out-
rageous amendment, all in the name of
national security.”

Both Mr. Hansen and Mr. GLLmor aeny
that campaign contributions had anything
to do with their actions.

“Of course not. Patently absurd,” Hansen
aide Bill Johnson says.

Congressman Hansen, he says, was
trying to protect beryllium supplies for
national security purposes. “There is one
beryllium mine in this country. It hap-
pens to be Brush Wellman.”

Christopher Slagle, press secretary for
Congressman Gillmor, says: “We make
legislative decisions based on the merits
of the decisions in question.... There’s no
quid pro quo between a contribution” and
a political decision.

Mr. Gillmor has backed Brush in other
ways. In 1996, he gave a glowing tribute to
the company in honor of its community
party called “BrushPride Day.” He entered
the speech in the Congressional Record,
calling Brush “a model citizen.”

“As their mission statement so aptly
states: *We are committed to on-time
delivery of defect-free competitive products
and services to all of our customers by
always performing to requirements.’”

As for Toledo Congresswoman Kaptur,
a Democrat, Brush has both backed and
opposed her. Likewise, she has both helped
and hurt the firm.

From 1988 to 1995, Brush’s PAC did not
give her any money. In fact, in 1992, when

her district to include the Elmore
plant, Brush contributed $5,000 to her
opponent.

And the opponent was not just anybody:
He was Ken Brown, a Brush Wellman
chemical engineer. Mr: Browny, the endorsed
Republican, was trounced by Ms. Kaptur,
capturing only 25 per cent of the vote.

A few months later; in May, 1993, Ms. Kap-
tur sparked an OSHA inquiry of Brush’s
Elmore plant.

“I have received several complaints
from current and former Brush Wellman
employees regarding the conditions at
that plant,” she wrote to OSHA's Toledo
office. “I am quite concerned that people
could become terminally ill simply because
of where they work.”

OSHA found 11 violations, and Brush paid
$12,350 in fines.

Ayear later, in 1994, Ms. Kaptur was help-
ing Brush. Her amendment to a Defense
Department spending bill gave $2 million
to several businesses, including Brush, to
help convert defense technologies to com-
mercial uses.

In a press release, she said national
security was at stake.

“If the United States fails to convert
quickly to commercial applications for
beryllium, our nation will lose its produc-
tion capability and be forced to purchase
future supplies from either China or Kaza-
khstan.”

Since 1996, Ms. Kaptur has received
$2,000 from Brush.

She says she has had two long-standing
concerns regarding Brush: protecting the
workers and maintaining jobs at the Elmore
plant. “I've tried to work on both fronts,”

she says.



THE TOP RECIPIENTS

Those who have received the most in campaign contributions from
Brush Wellman’s PAC fund, 1988-1998.

1) U.S. Rep. Paul Gillmor (R., Ohio) $26,500
2) U.S.Rep.JamesHansen (R, Utah) $24,400
3) U.8. Sen. George Voinovich (R., Ohio) $13,000
4) U.S.Sen. Omrin Hatch (R, Utah) $10,000
5) U.8. Sen. Arlen Specter (R., Pa,) $10,000
6) 1.8, Sen. Mike DeWine ~ (R,Onio) $8,500
7t) U.S.Rep. Steven LaTourette (R., Ohio) ~ $6,000
7t) U.5. Sen. Robert Bennett (R,Utah)  $6,000
9) Ohio Atty. Gen. Betty Montgomery (R $5,500
10t) Ken Brown (R., cong. candidate)  $5,000
101) State Sen. Robert Latta (R., Bowling Green)  $5,000
10t) 1.8, Sen. John McCaln (R, Arlz.) $5,000

SOURCE: FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION



BLADE PHOTO BY ALLAN DETRICH
Brush’s PAC fund has backed lawmakers who have beryllium facilities in their districts. U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur of Toledo, seen here touring the Elmore

plant, has received $2,000. Brush also has opposed Miss Kaptur, once backing an opponent, Ken Brown, with $5,000.
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More than dust
at Elmore

Obio EPA finds
Brush bas polluted
air, land, water

BY SAM ROE

BLADE SENIOR WRITER

ELMORE - For 17 years, state officials warned
Brush Wellman Inc. that its plant here was conta-
minating the groundwater. )

But year after year, the problem contu_lued.

Now, officials say, the pollution is creeping toward
the Portage River and threatening several resi-
dents’ wells. _

“This is one of our bigger issues in northwest
Ohio,” says Jeffery Steers, assistant chief of the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency district
office in Bowling Green.

The tainted groundwater is one example of how
Brush Wellman has created serious public health prob-
lems other than exposing its workers to dangerous
beryllium dust.

«This is one
of our bigger issues
in northwest Ohio.?
Jeffery Steers

assistant chief of the Ohio EPA district office
in Bowling Green

Ohio EPA records show that Brush Wellman’s
Elmore plant - the company’s main facility - has vio-
lated dozens of environmental rules over the years,
overpolluting the air, water, and ground.

Some violations involve highly toxic materials.

“Brush Wellman has a history of noncompliance
with respect to Ohio’s hazardous waste laws,” one Ohio
EPA record states.

EPA officials estimate that 1,500 residents are
potentially exposed to injury from Brush’s plant
near Elmore, 20 miles southeast of Toledo. The risks
include contracting beryllium disease from air pol-
lution and being poisoned from tainted drinking
water.

A review of Ohio EPA documents on the Elmore
plant shows:

B The company has exceeded monthly air pollu-
tion limits for beryllium dust nine times in the last 25
years. This is significant because residents in other
communities have contracted beryllium disease
from air pollution and died.

It is unclear how the emissions have affected res-
idents near the Elmore plant because no tests have
been done.

B Brush has had more than 250 EPA violations over
the past 20 years, and the EPA has fined the company
more than $275,000 since 1987.

@ Since 1990, Brush has reported 29 spills, includ-
ing releases of sewage and beryllium.

The contaminated groundwater is the most press-
ing issue, Ohio EPA officials say.

The underground pollution includes lead, arsenic,
and mercury. The EPA says there is no evidence that
it has moved off of Brush’s property, but it is head-
ed that way and is 1,500 feet from the nearest home.

The EPA recently tested five residents’ wells, and
none showed problems. “But it’s still an important
issue for us,” the EPA's Mr. Steers says. “We see it as
a problem that still needs to be corrected.”

EPA officials have known for 17 years that Brush
has been polluting the groundwater, but they have not
stopped it. Mr. Steers blames the delay on government
ineptitude and disputes between the Ohio EPA and



Brush over the seriousness of the problem and the
accuracy of test results.

Some of the pollution is coming from a closed
Brush landfill next to the Portage River, says Don
North, an Ohio EPA environmental specialist. He says
the landfill will be a problem indefinitely. “They’ll be
monitoring the groundwater out there forever,” Mr.
North says. :

Brush defends its environmental record.

“We’ve had accidents and problems, but we don’t
ignore them,” says Marc Kolanz, Brush'’s environ-
mental health and safety director.

He says many of the violations are inconsequen-
tial - paperwork problems, for example. “I don’t
care what plant you go to: You are going to find a vio-
lation,” Mr. Kolanz says. “There are too many rules
and regulations not to.”

As for the tainted groundwater, he says it is not wide-
spread, not spilling into the Portage River, and not
a community threat. Brush has been monitoring
the problem, he says, and will continue to do so.

Brush’s pollution problems in northwest Ohio
date to the 1950s, when the company’s now-closed plant
in Luckey dumped waste into the Toussaint River.

One year, a farmer downstream from the plant
claimed that when the river flooded, waste from the
beryllium plant spilled onto his farm, ruining his
land and sickening his herd of 47 cattle.

He sued Brush, and the firm settled out of court for
$12,500. Brush’s lawyers, company records show,
thought that if the case went to trial, a jury in rural
Ottawa County would likely give the farmer “a sub-
stantial verdict.”

A few years later, in 1966, pollution from Brush’s
Elmore plant killed 137,000 fish in the Portage River,
the Ohio EPA reports. Brush says the cause was never
determined.

In recent years, inspectors have noted green
sludge at the plant, a blue liquid in the river, and heavy

foam on Hyde Run, a creek on Brush’s property.

In 1996, the company was fined $225,000 for numer-
ous violations related to handling and storing haz-
ardous and solid wastes.

During an inspection that led to the fine, the EPA’s

«éWe’ve had accidents and
problems, but we don’t
ignore them.?

Marc Kolanz

Brush’s environmental health
and safety director

Steve Snyder noticed a powder from a landfill blow-
ing with the wind “and possibly off site.” One work-
er in the area had a respirator on; another had a pro-
tective suit. )

But inspector Snyder was not wearing a respira-
tor and was incensed that Brush did not warn him that
he might need one. EPA officials wrote a heated
letter to the company: “We are troubled by Brush Well-
man’s irresponsible actions in this matter”

Brush responded by saying that the dust was like-
ly not beryllium and that its workers were wearing
protective gear for other jobs.

For citizens near the plant, air pollution is a threat.
Beryilium dust can be deadly, lodging in the lungs and
causing an often-fatal disease.

There is a strict monthly emission limit, and Brush
has nine monitors around its plant to take samples.
In the last 25 years, the plant has exceeded the limit
nine times. The most recent violations were in 1989
and 1990, and the EPA fined Brush $46,000.

Brush says neighbors have not been tested for beryl-
lium disease because there is no indication they
are getting sick. _

“My guess is it’s not needed,” Brush Medical
Director Dr. David Deubner says.

State officials have also been concerned about
Brush polluting the water.

Brush is allowed to discharge treated wastewater
into its creek and the Portage River.

But frequently, the concentration of the waste
exceeds limits. In the last 20 years, Brush has had more
than 150 violations for overpolluting the river or
creek, EPA records show.

In recent years, the EPA's Mr. Steers says, Brush’s
compliance has improved.

And Brush has reported 29 spills since 1990. In fact,
between 1989 and 1994, the company “was the single
leading source of spills in the Portage River basin with
15 episodes,” an Ohio EPA record states.

A 1995 Ohio EPA study found that overall, the
plant has had little effect on fish in the river. But it
detailed several concerns:

B Sediment samples in the river just outside
Brush were “grossly polluted” with high levels of beryl-
lium, copper, and polychlorinated biphenyls, commonly
known as PCBs.

B Levels of nitrate-N, a form of nitrogen that can
cause excess algae growth, were so high that they dam-
aged the lab equipment.

B Elevated levels of PCBs were found in fish
caught outside the plant, posing “a moderate health
risk for human consumption.”

Residents say many people fish near Brush’s
plant.

“In the spring they come out for white bass,” says
Pete Willett, a retired chemist who lives next to the
plant. “All kinds of people are wading out there.”



BLADE PHOTO BY CHRIS WALKER

Brush monitors the air outside its Eimore plant. One of the monitoring stations is on the
property of Pete Willett, a retired chemist, whose land abuts the beryilium plant.



GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION

Brush Wellman's plant in Elmore has been polluting groundwater on its property for 17
years, the Ohio EPA says. EPA officials worry that the pollution will move off of Brush’s
property and threaten residents’ wells. Among the pollutants: lead, arsenic, and mercury.
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Fight for life measured
step at a time

STORY BY SAM ROE =

golf pull-cart and begins slow-
ly walking around the inside
perimeter of Woodville Mall.

He moves steadily and deliberately,
pushing the cart in front of him as if he's
fertilizing a lawn. He passes the Fash-
ion Bug, Tia’s Coffee, and Perry Cream,
where a teenage girl behind the counter
steals a glance.

After a full loop, he sits down on a
bench to catch his breath. “I took 2,347
steps,” he says, checking his pedome-
ter. In 15 minutes, he’ll try to do it again.

Mr. Lemke has advanced beryllium
disease, but he is determined not to
let it kill him.

The former high school football star
from Elmore exercises every day, uses
several inhalers, and takes a fistful of
medication. “If they prescribe any more
Iwon’t have to eat,” he says.

So far, his hard work has paid off: His
disease has stabilized.

“I've always been a fighter,” the 58-
year-old says. “And I hate to lose.”

Mr. Lemke is an example of how
some beryllium victims can live for
years - even decades - with the dis-
ease, however difficult that may be.

His physician, Dr. Shakil Khan, cred-
its a vigorous treatment program, par-
ticularly steroids, for stopping Mr.
Lemke’s lungs from getting worse. But
the doctor also credits Mr. Lemke’s
determination.

“He really pulls the full potential out
of what he gets out of those lungs.”

When Mr. Lemke is not fighting for
his own life, he’s fighting for others.

utch Lemke attaches his
B portable oxygen tank to an old

PHOTOS

One of the area’s beryllium victims
advocates, Mr. Lemke has written to
newspapers, complained to lawmak-
ers, and circulated petitions regarding
issues at the local Brush Wellman beryl-
lium plant.

He even bought a few shares of
Brush stock in case he ever wants to
attend a shareholders’ meeting with
pointed questions.

“On some issues,” says fellow victim
Dave Norgard, “he’s the only one who
has had the courage to stand up against
the company.”

Says Mr. Lemke: “Tjust want people
to know what is going on at the plant and
have tried to protect other people who
are working there.”

Mr. Lemke knows that beryllium
disease, an incurable illness, will even-
tually beat him. And he knows he’ll
never be able to breathe on his own
again. He'll always have that oxygen hose
dangling from his face.

“I told my wife, ‘When I die, you keep
it right on me. Because that’s how peo-
ple know me.””

Until then, he is determined to make
the most of his time.

Last summer, he went to a Cleveland
Indians game, bringing three oxygen
tanks in case the game went into extra
innings. When he goes fishing, he puts
his tank on a bench and casts while
sitting down.

Years ago, he was a strong, athletic
man. His Harris-Elmore High year-
book has a picture of him in his football
uniform, posed as if catching a pass.
“Good pass receiver, scoring many
touchdowns,” the caption says. “His

BY CHRIS

WALKER

determination and will to win is hard to
beat.”

Above it is a picture of co-captain Gary
Anderson. Like Mr. Lemke, he worked
at the Brush plant near Elmore, dying
in 1989 after a long struggle with beryl-
lium disease.

“It just grabbed him, and he was
gone,” Mr. Lemke recalls.

Mr. Lemke worked nine years at
Brush, mostly as a machinist, making

parts for the U.S. government’s weapons

Butch Lemke knows
he’ll never be able to
breathe on his own
again. He’ll always
have that oxygen
hose dangling from
his face: ‘I told my
wife, “When | die,
you keep it right on
me. Because that’s
how people know
me.”’

program. When he left in 1969, records
show, the company said he was in excel-
lent health.



Butch Lemke (left to right), Bob

s

But a year later, while working at
Owens Illinois, a chest X-ray revealed
spots on his lungs. Doctors gave him the
bad news: He had beryllium disease.

His wife, Betty, remembers that day
well. “When he got home he sat down in
the chair and cried, and I sat on the
couch and cried. Because the kids were
small. And he wasn't very old either.”

Just 29, Mr. Lemke was put on pow-
erful drugs. A few years later, he was
forced to go on oxygen.

But he didn't live like an invalid. In fact,
he started his own business: a com-
puter parts firm. He sold it in 1987,
making enough to build a new house.

It’s a sprawling, brick home with
cathedral ceilings and fan windows.
Mr. Lemke helped design it, putting
oxygen outlets in nearly every room
s0 he could move freely.

He knows what locals say: Brush
Wellman bought him that house.

But his 1988 negligence lawsuit
against the beryllium company wasn’t
successful; it was dismissed because the
statute of limitations had run out.

Today, Mr. Lemke says he receives
$3,143 a month in Social Security, dis-
ability, and workers’ compensation.
Brush, he says, sends him several thou-
sand dollars in checks a year.

As for his health, Mr. Lemke’s goal is

Szilagyi, and Gary Renwand, all former
employees of the Eimore plant, attend the funeral of Marilyn Miller, who died
of beryllium disease last year.

simple: Do not get sicker.

Every morning he takes numerous
pills, uses a nasal spray, and either
goes for a walk or rides his stationary
bike. Four times a day he has a “breath-
ing treatment” - 15 minutes of breath-
ing through an inhaler. At night, there
are more pills, inhalers, and sprays.

“Idon’t have much free time,” he says.

Outside the home, he is careful not
to pick up germs.

“You have to watch the door knobs,
the shopping carts, and when you're
done, you wash your hands. When I'm
leaving bathrooms, I don’t even grab the
doorknob without a bathroom towel.”

He would like to travel more, but
arranging a supply of oxygen in every
town and hotel is a logistical night-
mare.

“We were going to go to Hawaii,” he
says. “We were going to do a lot of
things.”

“Well,” his wife says softly, “we’re
thankful we’re here.”

Mr. Lemke says he is a realist. “Soon-
er or later this disease is going to get me.
You just don’t know when.”

And yet he is far from giving up. “If
I'would just take it as it comes, and not
try to help myself, I'd be gone a long time
ago‘”




Being tethered to an oxygen tank does not stop Butch Lemke from enjoying one of

o

life’s pleasures: He took two extra tanks in case the Cleveland Indians game went into
extra innings.

&

Butch Lemke knows that some of his neighbors think his sprawling brick
house, which has oxygen outlets in nearly every room, was paid for from
a settlement with Brush. But his lawsuit against the firm was dismissed.

S, &

Life for Butch Lemke arrives through a
plastic nose tube. Even while going

through his morning routine, Mr. Lemke
is connected to oxygen.

¥
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Even while sleeping, Butch Lemke needs oxygen. Mr. Lemke
lliness ~ while working for Brush Wellman. muwmnumm
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beat him. See bis story on Puge &

If you're a taxpayer, you
have contributed to Brush

Millions of public dollars bave belped company to grow

STORIES BY

A LOOK AT THE SERIES
Sunday: The US

the lives
knowingly & !
unsafe levels of beryllium
Monday: A secret bargain between govern-

tals rwists a p

government has risked
i

workers by

be exposed to

peotece berylliam v.-d.m 00 2 deal protecting
themselves

Tuesday: Brush We
beryllium producer
federal regulators, and the publs
dangers of the metal

Wednesday: Brush Wellman hus systeman-

clly and aggresively tned 1o control how doc-
e lum.

J workers,

zbout the

has mu

toes, scientists, and the public view be
Yesterday: The final days of Masilyn Muller,
who contracted beryllium disease while
working & o seceveary in a Jocal berylhum plag
M TODAY: Publc officzals are quick to give
Brush Wellman mallions of dollass 1n tax
bieaks and public money but slow 0 rase health
concerns

SAM Roe =

BLapbe

Pettng sick and dying think again
\h.n-ulaun—u;\ﬁxmrm
and tax breaks have gone 1o the bery s
um producer 1o help it £row and theve
Ortawa Coanty once gave Brush Weld
tan e baggest Lax break i county his-
tory
The Toledo Lucas Courtty Puet Asthor:
ity ence budt a plant for the company
And Ogyatoga County ance gave Brish
nan a property Lax cut because its
land was polluted - polduted, in part. by
the company itse
Whide prabilxc officials have been quick
o grve Brush Weliman mooey tere b oo

ar Gy hvent duoe. ask mary ques-
Gons about how werkers have conlract.
ed beryllnam discase at Brush plasts

“1 can't say that weighed very beavily
I the docision” W grve Brush Wellman
2 tax break, says Walt Webenkel, an
Ottawa County planner.

Lorain, O, Mayor Joe Kariura says
that when be backed a tax break
for Brush, he had no idea workers at
some of its [acilities were becoming il
1hlunnﬁwapﬂﬂdmdu¢\n
wions, be says

The averagye Soguyer has & stake in the
matter: Scene of Brush's Lax outs invelve
millions of dollars that would olberwise
2o to local scheols and soctal services,

mental

seach & crunsing home and health
care
Thuse responsdic for peovsdag Brush

with prubic ooy and L Qs raogy e

SDENIOR

WEITER

e US Congress to local school boards.
Some defond grving the tax breaks 5 a
way to encourage new jobs. Brush, an
ntcrmational frm with about $400 nulion
0 aneasal sales, defends acoopting them
s away o keep coats down

Rwammuq\d

Belgrade
says it will
put seized
Gls on trial

Court-martial against
international law, U.S. says

TRCM T BLADE S WO BERVCES
—_—

BELGRADE — Theee American
soldsers captared along the border

a Yugoslav mubtary court today
where they may be charged and
put on trial as early as today, the

state news agency Tasjug said
The US government said a
Yugoslav court-martial of the
ans would violate interna-

tonal Ill
President be holds
Yugoslav I’f(tlﬂﬂll Slobodan

ture of the three w&n nur m
Macedenian-Yugoslav border,

Yigostavia said the soldiers are
invaders and must face trial before
a mulitary court

Bacon sad. “They are covered by
the Geeeva Convention. Prisoners
of war should not be tried™

BErush
Goazales, 21, of Hustsville, Tex. —
"‘A"‘Wk""*ﬂ‘;"‘ were paraded cn state television.
Blade roview of Bk Wellma's gov-
crnment sid shows: \ v ly Prime Minister

@ For years, the federal government

subnidized the compuaay. st times prac- ders will be treated

tcally saving it closing. with the Conventioa oo
& L 1956, state and local officials peo- WOr Prisoners.

vided a massive of tax breaks, But the main broadcast

loans l“;d K";:;“"' a project that led with another event: An unex-

promised to cut not create them ween Yugosiav
@ That same year Lorain lured a s and

Brush plant to lown with a tax break a promimest leader of Kosovo's

Sev TAX BREAKS, fuge S

WEATHER REPORT

Full report, Page 16
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Michigan fines factory

for 1st fatal explosion
Inquiry into Monday’s blast is ongoing

cthrac Albassans, Ibraben Rugova,
On the broadcast, the two men
docume

~ moros
Stone: Noncommissioned offf-
cer is from Capac, Mich

through “political meass™ Mr

mnwmd&«lukmd
SCMMND

ot ity St Ot e Bty
o . wrvice w38 8 ks (e ey
v Bthoye o b -
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BY KELLY LECKER
poyes "

LANSING — The state yesterday accused
an Osseo fireworks factory where 12 poople
dsed 10 two explossons of pot properly train-
ing employees and haviag propane yas heat
ers within five feet of where employees
muxed explonives

Independence Professional Fireworks
was fined $562500 from the first blast in
Decesnber by the Michigan Occupational
Safety and Health Admlr.uln!m Sul,
agency heads masntamed they did pol feel
the employees were al such risk afer the
first explosion that the stale should close
the plant

“We did not foel there was imumicent
danger,” sa'd Kathy Wilbur, director of Mich-
igan Consuer nnd Industry Services which
ovensees OSHA. “Everything in that build-

ing was obiterated We can't say what the
problenes were in that beiiding on that day ™

Seven poople died (n that explosion. On
Monday, bess than a woek after the company
roopened, five more people deed in another
blast, incheding owners Hobert and Pt
Slayton

An attormey for the company, Brent Ree-
tor, uadnwlt\-llo\mdmx\nw\vnn«l
citations and must go Usrough due process.
He suspects the company will appeal The
company has 15 business days 1o appeal

“They just arent nght” be said

Michael Nye, a former state legislator
from Millsdale who was forced out in No-
vember by term hmits, is also representing
the company

Also yesterday:

S0 EXPLOSION, Page 4 >
|

O Nunavut

mumwmnwmthum\wm
Northrwest Torritones and

termtory The change yesterday
major change 10 the Canadun map i 50 years. STORY ON PAGE 2
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Tax BREAKS

Continued from PAGE 1

even though the company left the
oty in disgrace 50 years cartier
after numerous residents lving
near a Hrush plant contracted
bery i disease
1 would have never et that
comgany come in” says Angela
Barraco, whose husband and 7
ymn:nnr chond of baery S s
case from the old Lorain plast,
records show
“1do believe that they ruined a
ot of people’s lives
Based i Cleveland, Brush Well
man has facilities in 11 states
The firm is e raataoer’s keading pro-
ducer of beryilivm, a hard. gray
metal used n nuclear bomds and
other weapans, as well as in the
electrnics and aatomotive indus.
tnes Brush has 2160 werkers,
including 650 at its main plant
near Elmore, 20 miles southeast
of Toledo
Sunce Uee 19408, 127 Brush work-
ers have contracted berytlium
discase, an incurable, often tatal
lung llness caused by inhaling
microscopic bits of berylhum
Researchers cstimate 1,260 peo-
ple have contracted the dimess
natiowide since the 1940s
Brush Wellman emphasizes it

«We put about

$50 million a

year, between
salaries and local

has contributed much Lo its com-
rairies. In the Emoee sva, it has
given thousands of dollars 1o the
United Way. sponsored biood dn
ves, and docated compuaters 1o
Weodmore High School

“And 1's not Live we aren’t pay
ing taxes,” Mr. Reud, the Brush
spokesman. says

In 1958, Brush oficals say, the
Elmare plant alone pasd roughly
$36 prullon in state and Jocad Loos

That's in addition to the md
Boes Resh provades in pagrill The
average worker at the Elmore
plant earns about $18 an hour - &
solid amousnt |0 a farming com
munity with few factory jobs

One year. 159 people camped

chasing, in the five county area
around (the Elmore plant).” says
Lyle MacAulay, Brash's deroctor
of manufactunng technology.
Sandy Buchanan, executive
director of Ohso Citzen Muan..

DEADLY ALLIANCE

BADE OTD BY ALLAN 54 TR0

Brush’s PAC fund has backed lawmakers who have beryllium facilities in their districts. U.S, of
. US. Marcy Kaptur of Toledo, hare tous more
pmnamonmn.ooo.mwmmmumw.mmmmmmsmmﬁm o T

Brush backs politicians — and vice versa

Firm’s political action committee contributes to noted lawmakers

BLADE SENIOR WHITIE

Brush Wellman Inc. has had mamy
fnends in high places :
cw::d xw Match of Utah once

a that woukd
have cost the wmy mumu"“ of dob

Tibewto (l.w—.—m
ance obtained federal funds for the cam-
pany 1o help it convert its defense tech

company
mining rules and fees.

Likewise, Brush Welkman has backed
these lawmakers - with thousands of dol-
Lars in campaign contributions

Since 1988, Congressman Gillnsor has
received 526,500, Congressman Hansen,
$24.400, Senator Hatch, $10,000, and Con
reswoman Kapti $2000, a review of Fed-
eral Election Commission records shows.

Overall Brush Wellman has donated a
total of $127.700 to 47 Lawmakers and can
hekates since 1968 Mast have been Repub-
lLicans runmag for Comgress in states in
whuch Brush has beryilium plants, such as
Ohio, Pennsylvansa, and Utah

Tow contribatinns are perfoctly gl The
ey cores froen Brish's political actoa
comenitice, of PAC It was created in 1967
and is called the Brush Wellman Good
Government Fund Brush's PAC money
cames froen payToll deductions from seme
of the company’s top executives

“It's the company's nght - it's any-
body's right - to petition government,”
says Hugh Hanes, Brush's vice president
of government affairs

O participation in a PAC 15 oo diervnt
than labor organizalions, Of eVIronmen:
Ll organizations of other people that sup-
port candudates St sappet the principles.
that they believe in

e says Brush docs net expect politoans
0 jgve Brush vors in returm for donations.

“Frankly. | don't thunk any representa
tive or member of Congress would be

d by the modest amouts that te

group, says local governments
should not fixate on such figures.
She says they should use tax
breaks as bargaining chips to
encoyrage firms like Brush to
improve health conditions.

“If you are going W give a pab-
lic subsidy to a corporation, s &
huge opportunity to meove things
forward in the contend of beakh and

sadety

Butch Lemke, an Elmore resi
dent who developed beryllium
discase after working mine years
at the Brush plant, agrees.

“What good is it to create 10
jobs and turn around and put
these 10 people’s health in jeop-
ardy™

FEDS HAVE BACKED
BRUSH FOR YEARS

The federal government has
backed Brush for years, and for &
simple reason: 1t needs a relable

suppdy of for &5 weapoos.
For if Brush were 10 go out of
busaness, the government would
Jose its major beryllium source
50 the relstionship between the
US. government and Brush has
been ntimate since World War

See TAX BREAKS, Fuge 6

(Brash) PAC gives.”

docuznents turned over in recent
Lt show the coenguay does expod oo
Lain Lewmalkers to back the firm

When Congress was debating several
bills affecting American manufacturers
in 1987, Brush executive Richard Danvis
offered & lobbying strategy in a memo 10
Brush collcague James Guick

“Sinoe these are ssucs which will impact
all manufacturers, not just Brush Well
man. | don't believe we should ‘use up
any favors’ owed us by our mest relabie
supporters,” Mr Davis wrote.

In & related memo, Mr. Davis wrote
that Brush official Stepbwn woukd
mositer the legislation with “Ona (sic)
Hatch's people” and that Mr. Zenczak
“agrecd we shoukint use up our favers cn
a bill that won't have as big an enpact oo
[Brush) as on the rest of industry”

Mr Zenczak, now retired from Brush.
says Senator Hatch has long been a friend
of the company, which has a mine and
plast in the senator’s botme state of Utah.
He says Mr Hutch, a Republican, has fre-
quently helped Brush gain access W key
US officuals, such as those in the Defense

) ol

“You juest cart knock o6 the doons of those
lofficials] and say, | want to talk with
you," " Mr. Zenczak says.

Hatch aide J.J. Brown says Brush s a
constitucnt, and Senator Hatch helps coa-
stituents who have legitimate requests.

Hatch:
$10,000
THE TOP RECIPIENTS

Those who have received the most in campaign contribations from
Brush Wellman's PAC fund, 19681998, > R
1) U.S. Rep. Paul Gilimor _ (R.. Ohio) B

2) U.S.Rep. James Hansen (R, Utah)

3) US.Sen. GeorgeVolnovich (R, OM0) 3 2.
4) US.Sen.OminMatch  (R,Luh)  $10000
5) 0.5, Sen. Arlen Specter (R,Pa) $10,000 ,5.

o BOnNo) 9

6) U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine
7t) U.S. Rep. Steven LaTourette
7} U.S. Sen. Robert Beanett

9) Ohio Atty. Gen. Betty Montgomery (%)

101) KeaBrown
101) State Sen. Robert Latta
101) U.S. Sen. Joha McCain

i

(R. Otio)
R,

(R cong. canddae) 5000

(R.Bowiing Green)  $5,000

Campaign costributions do not influ-
ence whom the senator belps, the akde
says. Mest constituent requests are han
died by staffers, who do not know who
has gven moecy. “To me, contributions ane
irrelevant.”

Sorator Hatch would not turm over o The
Blade any documents be bad regarding
Brush, pointing out in a letter that Con-

} aflice M

verified the science behind the
plan, Senator Hatch tried a different
approach: He wrote 1o Senator Nunn, a
member of the Armed Services Commit
tee, saying the plan could harm national

securnity.
In the end, the worker sadety plan ded.

Toduy, Senator Hatch says he ooy vague-
ly recalls the issac and coukd not com-
ment W { stall, Patn-

#re !
records laws,

But documents cbtained from the Ener
&y Department show that Senator Hatch
once & worker safety plan that
would have cest Brush millions of dol-

lars.
In 1975, the Occupational Safety and

cia Knight >
Another Utah Republican who has
rush PAC money |s Congress-

Utah plant and the open pit mine, where
the company extracts bery lum-contain-
ore

Health Administration proposed lower In 1993, Congressman Hansen tried to
img the Lint of deadly beryllium dust that  help Brush on a bill that would have
workers could be exposed 10 In 1978 and uired naining fioms to pay bigher fees
1979, Senator Hatch weighed in on the royalties oa the minerals they
isswe, writing to Labor Secretary Ray As House members the bell,
Marshull US. Sen. Sam Nunn, and Health, G proecd &
Education, and Wellare Secrctary Joseph  ment that could have potentially exempt-
Califano, Jr od Brush. He wanted to give the Defease
At first, Senator Hatch dthe  Dx power ke
scientific studies oo which the safety plan Brush Wellman to ample

was based When a panel of independent

ensure national
defense materials. He said forcing Brash

.

to pay increased royalties could threaten
the US. beryllium supply.

Coagressman Gillmor. & Republican
whose district inchudes arcas near Brash's
Elmore agreed. Holding a piece of

s e o, My Vianees s o
o, 193 0 238 U 5. Wep, Geoorge Milker,
a California Democrat, calied iU "an out-

ity
beryllsum mine in this country. It hap-
pens to be Brush Wellman.”

Christopher Slagle, press secretary for
Congressman Gillmor, says: “We make

tive decisions based on the merits
of the decisions in question. . There's no
pro quo betwees a contribution™ ard

a political decision.

Mr Gilimer has backed Brush in other
ways. 1n 1996, he gave a gowing tnbute to
the company 1 honor of its commanity
Pty m\& “BrushPride Day* He entered
the speech in the Congressional Record,
calling Brush “a medel citizen.”

“As their mission statement so aptly
states: We are committed to on-time
delvery

cpposcd
and hurt the firm.

expanded
plant. Brush contributed $5.000 to her
L

opponent

And the opponent was not just anybody:
He was Ken Brown, a Brush Wellman
chemnxcal Brown, the endoesed

Elmere
“1 bave received several complaints
from current and former Brush Wellman
d; at

np the
that plant,” she wrote to OSHA's Tuledo
office. *1 am quite concerned that people
coud bocoeme termunally Wl sitgly bocatse
of where they work *

OSHA foursd 11 viokitions, and Brush paid
$12.350 in fimes.

Ayvar kater, i 1954, Ms. Kapour was help-
ing Brush, Her amendment to a Defense
Department spending bill gave $2 million
to several businesses., including Brush, to
help copvert defense technologies 10 co-
mercial

uses.
1n a press release, she sald national
was ab ..

She says she has had two loag-standng
concerns reganding Brush: protecting the
jobs at the Elmcre

plast. “Tve tried to work on both troats,”
she says.
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More than dust at Elmore

Obio EPA finds
Brush bas polluted
ai; land, water

tening several ress

e of 0ur BagRer iaues @ northwest
chict of the
otection Agency district

ater & one exampie of how
wan P crvated senoun puibe Bealth pev
R i workens (o dangerous

«This is one
of our bigger issues
in northwest Ohio.*
Jeffery Steers .

aistant chief of the O%io FPA district ofice
in Bowliog Green

Ohio EPA records »

EPA officuals extimate RSt 1300 ressdents are
prodentially exguoned Lo wpary from Brush s plant
mevar Prvwar. 30 s south

CONLractng tery e disease trom ace pol
lution and being poisoned from tainted drnking
water
A review of Ok

EPA &

) @e
communitics have contracted beryllium discase
from air pollution and ded
It b unciear bow the emissions have affected res.
idenits near the Elmore plant because no tests have
been done
B Erush has had more tan 250 EPA vickataons over
Uhe past 20 years, and the EPA has fined the comguay
more than $275 000 since 1987
8 Since 1990, Brush has reported 29 spals, inchud
g redeases of sowage and berylbum
The contaminated groundwater o the Tunt press.
152 issue, Ohio EPA officaals say
The underground pollution includes bead, arenic,
and mercury The EPA says Uierv s o evidence that
it has moved off of Brush's property. but it s bead
od that way and ts 1,500 feet from Whe neanest home
The EPA recently tested five residents’ wells, and
none showed problems. “But it's stll an important
issue for us,” the EPAs Mr Stoers says. “We soe it as
@ probicm that sl needs rocted
EPA officials have known for 17 years that Brush
B baoen poliuting: the groundwater bt they have it
soppad & Mr Steers bames. the debay on povernment
incplitude and duputes between the Ohso EFA and
Brush over the senousness of the problem and the
accuracy of test results
Some of the pollution s coming from a closed
Brush lLandfill next to the Portage ver, says Don
Narth, an Ohso EPA envsronmental specsadint. He says
e Landfill will be a problem indefinutely “They Il be
monitoning the groundeater out there forever,” Mz
North sayx
Brush defends its environmental record
“We've had accidents and problems, bt we dont
gnore them,” says Mare Kolanz, Brash's caviron
mental bealth and safety director
He says many of the violations are inconsequen
tal - paperwork problems, for example “1 dont
care what plant you o to: Yeu are gomy o find a vio

A

Mammm-mm:mumwmmmmt

GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION

Brad Wellsun s plant o Elmore bas been polleting groundwater oo gy propeny fee 17
yean, e Ofao EPA says. EPA officuals woery that the pollenon will sove off of Beud's

propery and thresen texdents’ wells. Among the polhass Joud, anenuc, and mercury.

et a1\t S Agaey

Ot wasn

mmmmmummimmmammmumm

lation " Mr Kolanz says “There are 100 masy rales
ioes nok 10
"tmm«,,u,.,.m B sy 1 sk wde
spread, not splling into the Portage Ftver, and pot
a community threat Brush has been mosiloning
the probdcm, he says, and will continue 1o & 10
Brush's pollution problers in northwest Ohlo
At 80 the 1900, whicn e coeguny’s now chosed plart
in Luckey dumped wasie into the Toussant River
One year, a farmer downstream froen the plant
claimed that when the rver flooded, waste from the
berylium plant spdied onto hus farm, ruining his
Land and sickenang his beed of 47 cattle
e suod Brush, and e fimn settiod out of count for
$12.500. Brash's lawyers, company records show,
t that of the case went to trial, a jury in rural
Ottawa County would Mely gve Use farmer “a sub-
stantial verdict *

A few years Later, in 1905, poliution from Brush's
Elmore plant ialied 137,000 fish in the Portage River,
the Obuo EPA repoets. Brush says the Ciise was Dever’
determined

In recent ycars, nspectors have noted green
wnm&n.mmnwmmm
foam on Hyde Rua, a creek on Brush's property.

In 19798, the company was fined $225.000 for paner
ous violations related to handling and storing haz-
ardous and solid wastes i

Durieg an inapoction that led 1o the fine, the EPAS

¢We've had accidents and
problems, but we don't
ignore them.?
Mare Kolonz

aod safety director

Y

Steve Sayder roticed a powder from a Landfll blow

Ing with the wind “and possibly off site. * One work-

or i U arca had a resparator oo another had a pro-
st

Saying that Uhe dust was L
By ot beryRium and that its wore wearng
protective gear for other

Beryum dust can be deadl odging i the hags and
causing an often fatal discase

There &5 3 st monthly emission kmit, and Brush
M\MkWMihmelw'-ﬂ:mM
In the Lust 25 years, the plant has excoeded the Lt
nine tines. The most recent violations were in 1989
and 1950, and the EPA fined Brush $46,000,

mwsmwmhncummnm$
lwna.wmh«mmﬂ\-ummﬁmmumq
ursru.uxwk

"My guess is it's not needed,” Brush Medical
Director Dr. David Deuboer
Suate

Brush is aliowed to discharnge treated wastewater
into its creek and the Portage River

But froquently. the concentration of the waste
exovods ks, In the bt 20 years, Brush has had more
than 150 vielations for overpolluting the river or

erock, EPA records show

In receet years, the EPX's Mr Stoers says, Brush's
compbance has tmproved.

And Brush b reported 29 spdls sinoe 1990 1n fact,
Detwoen 1989 and 194, the company “was the sagle
Ioading sourve of spets 0 the Poctage River basin with
15 eplsodes,™ an Ohio EPA recond states.

A 1935 Ohdo EPA study found that overall, the
plant bas had bttle effect on Bsh in the river But it

several concerns:

8 Scdiment samples i the river just outside
Brusd were “grosady poliod” with high levels of bonyd-
Baan, copper and podychionnatod hpherp s, cocenonly
known as PCBs.

B Levels of nitrate- N, a form of that can
e owess agae OWER, were 5o high that they duen-
aped the Lad oqupment.

@ Elevated Jevels of PCBs were found in fish
cought outside the plant, posing “a moderate bealth
Tk for human coasumption ™

Residents say many people fish near Brush's

“In the spring they come out for whitte bass.” sayvs
Prete Willett, a retired chemist who lives next to the
Plant. “All kinds of people are wading out theve *

Tax Breaks: Brush given a rich tax package to expand its Elmore plant

Continued from PAGE S

1L when Amensca bought tons of the metal
for the war cffort. When Brush couldn't
keep up with the demand, the govern
ment ivested 31 madbon to expand oper
bons, federal records show

After the war, the U S, Atomie Energy
Commission, which oversaw nuclear
weapans production, remained Brush's
biggest customer, accounting for two
thirds of all sales.

Other beryllium companics relied on
government orders i the kate 1940s

“Thas has placed the AEC in the uncom.
fortable position of exercising extensive
control over a complete industry.” a
recently declassified AEC document

ates

1n 1949, the government padd Brush
0 build and operate a plant in Lickey to
produce bery Bum for weapors and, sub-
soquently, the space program

SUll, the government feared Brush
would fold if government onders dropped

“The company s financally weak. ™ an
AEC official wrote in 1950, “and its com
meroial busincss hus boen very lesoted for
several years ©

So the government continued Lo help
Brush

10 1957, Brush signed a contract with
the government to budd and operate a
berylhum plant ncar Elmore

Inreturn, U S officials agroed to buy 50
toas of berylbum over Bve years

10 1979, when Brush's only significant

“

competitor dropped out of the berylium
mctal business, defense oficials agreed
20 pay Brush a osc time 35 per cont price
B 80 entioe the coenpany to remran a v
ernanent supplier

In recent years, Brush's government
orders have dropped sharply, largely
bocasse of the end of the Cold War Bt the
povermmont still seods some beryfium for
weapons, and 50 it remains concerned
about Brush’s fimancial health

In 1982, the U S Department of Ener
Ry gave the companty & $3 5 nallion grant
Lo study how Lo improve produxction and
safety, and in 1994, the U S Defense

Brush and several other businesses con
wert thear def technologies to coes-
uses

TAX BREAK GIVEN
FOR CUTTING JOBS

Afew yoars ago, when Brush Wellman
was thinking about expanding its plant
near Elmore, local officlals put together
a rich package of tax beeaks, grants, and
Joans

Yet the company was not promising
1o create a single job.

In fact, officials expected Brush to cut
o

Jobs.

Local officials defend the deal. sayiag
that if Brush had built outside Okio, the
Elmore plant would have lost 150 jobs.

1 think it's important for the commuy
ity to protect what you've got,” says

Arkebaver, vice president of finance

Jerry
and strategic Witiatives for the Toledo
.

Lucas County Port Authority

When Ebmoce landed the $110 million
cxpansion in 1996, “it was the talk of the
county” Ottawa County Conumissioner
Chris Redfern recalls. “Everyone was
excited - and still s "

The county gave Brush a 10-year tax
break on personal and real property
moacy that otherwise would have gooe to
schools and social service agencies.

Total savings for Brush: $7.5 milion,

Commissioner Redfern says no one
wosood oppuosiion to the L break, and kocal
schools approved the deal

The schools dadnt cotme away emply
bandod: Brush agreed to directly pay
e schools 23 per cent of what it would

Sev TAX BREAKS, fuge 7
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¢ think it's important
for the community to
protect what you've
got.y
Jerry Arkebauer

Toleda Lucas County Port Authority
VI fnsnce and strieghc initiativos

Tax BREAKS

Contined from: PAGE 6

Bave otherwee pad

County offcials acknm bede few ques
tions were asked aboat Brash's health
prodilems at other plants

VIS Beyond my exportise 1o do that,
says Walt Wehenkel the county
who helped negotiate (e tax break

Commissioner Hedforn sags benyili
um disease was & concern 10 bam. bt
Hrush assurod ham the new plant weald
have safoguards

Plus. be says, relatively few wy
the naxin Edmore plant have the
He doesn't know exactly how many
10 150, § 101 200, a5 far as | kisow

In reality, a recently pabilished study
Sound 1 11 huve the dicase of an aboor

mal blood test - a sign they may very
well develop the iliness X
Meanwhile. the Toledo Lucas County

Fret Authonity. & pulibc agency, pat tgsth
or a $20 mulbon fnancing pockage - 315
enadlion in bosds and a $5 nulbon bow
Interest state kan
Under the agroement, the port would
construct and own the and lease it
did

this to allow Brush to
ettor to imvesties
In addition, the port orchestrated &

is scant information about the health
probiems

The port’s Mr Arkebauer says port
afficaals dascussed the issue, and it was
indeed a concern

“We ook al 1t 2 15 it Qoing 1o angesr the
abdity of the company to make the debt
service payments” In our apirson. it was

not

e says be did oot know off hand what
percentage of workers were sick at the
Elmare plant, but from the poet s poit of
view, he believed st was “an scooplable
amount.”

BRUSH GETS TAX CUT
ON LAND IT POLLUTED

Brush once polluted a plant sste. then
recenved a e property Lax ot bocause
of the contamunaticn

“This is a real loophele. It's really
Jousy. ™ says Rachard Linkart. a real estate
analyst fe the Cuyahoga County boaed of
revision

Thie Brush site is 65 acres in te Cleve
Land suburb of Bedford In 194 Mr Lin
hart says, the taxablo value of the prop-
enty was $1 6 million That year, Brush
appealed the assessment, saying the
property wis so comtamenated with Jead
and taac chemicals that it was worthicss.
The u-.‘uwmduunﬂnmﬂwym
taxes

When the county rejected that arngu
ment, Brush appealed to a state tax
board County offacads then decadod %o com
promise with the company The Laxable
value of the propenty would be reduced 1
$400,000 - @ 75 per cent cut

S0 Brush o now pening teousands of dok
lars less a year m taxes, says James

ABOUT THE SERIES
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Day dollars back Brush

TR N AL AN PV BE ALLAN L8 S

A group tours the Brush plant outside Eimore. !Mplmlwnmmnplmmhmmpdulbnmmo-dbym;gommnl.

The average worker at the Elmore
plant makes $18 an hour - a solid
amount in a farming community
with few factory jobs.

Hophiss of the Cuyabrga County board of
revision He says that means kess money
for Jocal sebools.

My Linhart says Cuyahoga County sct
ted with Brush because it wanted to
avoid loxing a bawsat “1dudnt want thes
10 boouine & precedent.” he says

The tax o, first roported i The (Cleve
Land) Plain Dealer, was rare but begal
State Law allows progrerty to be devalaed
because of poliution, and it docsnt mat
ter if the owner coused it

Brush acknowbedges i pedluted the
property but says it is oot sodely 1o bilame:
1t owned the factory enly 14 of the 36
years the plant was operating

The factory, whoch masdo brake pasts for
Py uly Uik for Brush subeadury SK
Wellman, closed i 1988 and was torn
dewn in 1730

Mr Heid, the Brush spokcsman, says
the money the company saved oo the
Lax cut has been greatly negated by the
$65 million spent so far on pellution

cleanup

Even i Brush is able sclf the vacant
property, he says, i will be at a loss
“We re not golng to get our money back ™

Todgg doep 1 the hangs. Sympems inchade coughaag and

! mdh‘.ﬁnq-mdﬁn

by | fter the bt exposre 10 bery em. The dis-
e is ofion faal, and there i 0o cure. Sci-

MMnﬂymommmmpunlmLudm&yume.meMunwm
known that Brush workers at othor facilities were getting sick, he would have asked more questions.

DESPITE TRAGIC PAST,
LORAIN WELCOMES BRUSH

Tk in the 1940, nesardonts noar Boadi's
factery in Lorain were costracting benyd
Bum disease from the pland's air polluton.

Fear gnpped the oty and moee than &0
ressdonts sygned a petitson Lo furce Brsh
o leave town.

The company veluntanly moved 1o
e country, far from resadents and aseth
or potentsal disaster

Five decades later, Braosh is back in
Lorain - thanks 1o Laxpayers’ moncy.

In 199, (he city gave Brush a 10 year
tax brcak to bud a plant i its west side
industrial park The savings to Brush

nulbon

#

The plast, which has 31 workers, man
ulactures broaze materials for asrcraft
landing gear, drilling equipment, and
plastic molds.

Mayor Jor Koziwra says berylium dis
case was not an issue when officials

approved the tax break.

A few residents. be says, did recall
the tragedy of thee 19505 at pubic mectings,
but he thought the discase was i the

past

Had he known workers were still get-
taing sick, 1 would have been more con-
corned and have ssod,  Hex what & going
oa here™ ™

Yet he docs not expect a repeat of the

gedy Brush, be says, bas assured him
the plant will net handie beryllium.

In an interview with The Blade, the
Brush spokesmman did not nde out that the
deadly metal might be handled there

~Hut Bt &5 not the plan, and & pever wis.

the cid Reseanchers in te 1960s coo-

“1 want my grandchildren to remem-
ber what be had 1o go through.” she says.

Cheryl Sanders's father, Stasdey Sobo-
censkl, ived near the plant and ded of the
disease in 1946, rescarchers concluded.
She was just 5 at the tme.

“The only thing | remember is that he
was sick, that he wasn't able to work,™

She says it was wrong for Loran to
Ture the berybum company back.

“They were here ance, and they bad to
move out. They should have just stayed
away”

} HOW COVIRNMINT AND INDUSTRY
CHOSE WEAPONS OVER WORKIRS
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Butch Lemko knows that some of his neighbors think his sprawling brick
house, which has oxygen outlets in nearly every room, was pald for from
a sottlement with Brush. But his lawsuit against the firm was dismissed.

Being tethered 1o an oxygen tank does not stop
Iuo':’phhml: He ook two extra tanks In case

exira innings.
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Butch Lomko from onjoying one of
the Cleveland Indians game went into

Fight for life measured step at a time

utch Lemke attaches his
B portable axygen Lank to an old
wolf pull cart and begans slow
ty walking around the inside
perimeter of Woodville Mall
He moves steadily and deliberately,
Preshang the cart in front of him as o be's
fertilizing a tawn. He passes the Fash
o Bug, Ta's Cofiee, and Perry Croam,
where a teenage garl bedund the counter
steals a glance
After a full loop, he sty down
bench to cateh his breath “F o
steps,” he says, checking his pe D
ter 1n 15 munutes, he Tty o do o agun

Fuver't have Lo cal. " he says
S far: buks Bared work has pasd off His
discane has stabelised
“Ive abways boen o fighter.” the 58
year-odd says. “And | hate to lose ™
Mr Lembke is an example of
some beryllium victuns can live for
yean - even decades - with the dus
case, however difficult that may be
His physician, Dr Shakal Khan, cred.
s & VIgorows treatment program, par-
ticularly steroids, for stopping Mr
Lembke's lings from getting worse. But
the doctor also credits Mr. Lemke's
determination
“He really pulls the full potential
of what he gets out of those lungs.”
When Mre Lemke is not fighting for
his cwm life, he's fighting for others
One of the area’s beryllium victims
advocates, Mr. Lembke has written 1o
newspapers, complained to lawmak
ers, and circulated petiions regarding
woues at the locad Brush Wellman beryt
bum plant
He even bought a few shares of
Brush stock in case be ever waals o
attend a sharcholders’ meetng with
pointed questions
“On some isswes,” says fellow victim
Dave Norgard, “he’s the only one who
has had the courage W stand up agaicst
the company ™
Says Mr Lemke: “1just want people
10 koo what &s goeny on at the plant and
have tried to protect other people who
are Wiere ™

Mr Lembke knows that beryllium
disease, an incurable diness, will even
tually beat hum. And he knows he'll
never be able to breathe on his own
A Hel abwaos have that axypen hose
dangiang from his ace

I told ey wibe, ‘When [ de, you keep
It nght on me. Bocause that's how peo-
phe know me. ™

Untl then, be & determuncd W make
the most of his time.

Last summer. he went to 2 Clevedand
Indans game, briaging three oxygen
tarks in case the game went into extra
innangs When he goes fishang, be puts
his tank on a bench and casts while
siung down

Years ago. he was @ strong, athletic
man. His Harnis Elmore High year-
book has a picture of him in his football
uniferm, posed as if catching a pass.
“Good pass receiver, scoring many
touchdowns,” the coption says “His
:hﬂmmuﬂﬂhmnhuﬂh

cat ™

Aove £ s pactaare of oo-capan Gary
Anderson. Like Mr Lembke, he worked
uthcl::‘nammu}lmmzwm
I 19589 after o bong struggle with i
Lum disease -

“I just grabbed him, and he was
gooe,” Mr Lemke recalls.

Mr Lemke worked nine years at
Brush, v a5 o machingst,
puarts for e US. government's weaguons
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Butch Lemke (left to right), Bob Szilagyl, and
employees of the Eimore plant, attend the
of beryllium disease last year.

.

Butch Lemke knows
he'll never be able to
breathe on his own
again. He'll always
have that oxygen
hose dangling from
his face: ‘I told my
wife, “When | die,
you keep it right on
me. Because that's
how people know
me.""

program. Whea he keft in 1969, records
sl Uve comgaany s he was in excel
lent health

But a year later. while working at
Owens [Binoss, a chest X ray revealed
spots o his Jungs. Doctors gave him the
bad news: He had beryltium discase.

His wife, Betty, remembers that
well “When he got home he sat down in
the chair and cried, and 1 sat on the
couch and criod. Becatse the kids wery
small And he wasn't very old either ™

Just 29, Mr Lemke was put on pow-
erful drugs. A fow years Later, he was
forced to go an oxygen.

Bt b idnit Ive e an imvaled. In fact,
he started his own business: a com.
puter parts firm. He sold it in 1987,
making enough to build a new house.

It's a sprawling, brick home with
cathedral ceilings and fan windows
Mr Lemke helped design it putting
axygen outlets in nearly every room
30 he could move freely.

He knows what locals say: Brush
Wellman bought him that house.

But his 1988 negligence lawsult

inst the beryllium company wasat

fuk i wos di ~
statute of Umitations had run ogt.

Today, Mr. Lemke says be receives
$3,143 a month in Social Security, des
ability, :d uwhn:mwnumn

sy, several thou-
sand dollars in checks a year

As for his health, Me Lemke's goal is
simple: Do not get sicker

Every morning he takes pumerous
pills, uses a nasal spray, and esther
goes for a walk or ndes his
buke. Foar times a day be has a “beeath.
ing treatment” - 15 minutes of bevath-
ing through an inhaler At night, there
are more pils, inhalers, and speays.

1mmmmm.'mm

Outside the home, be is careful not
10 pick up gorms,

'\\mhn!lnw.ll:hlbednorlm
tbe shopping carts, and when you're
done, you wash your hands. When I'm
Meaving bathrooms, | don't even grab the
doorknob without a bathroom towel*

He would like to travel more, but

asupply of exygen in
mmmxn.lmuwm
nare

“We were going to £0 to Hawaii " he
says. “We were going to do a lot of
Qungs ™

“Well,” bis wife says softly, “we'
thanktul'we're here " by

Mz Lemke says be s a realist. “Soon
er o later this disesse ks going 10 get me.
You just doa't know when.

And yet he bs far from gi e
l-wmm:nunum:\qu‘xml:
2y 10 belp mysel, I'd be gooe & kog time
ago”



